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To all whom tt may CONCCTIL:
Be it known that I, GEORGE W. WELLS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at South-

bridge, in the county of Worcester and State

of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Spectacle or Hye-
vlass Cases, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. | |

My invention relates to eyeglass or specta-

cle cases; and the object of my invention 1s.

to provide an improved eyeglass or spectacle

case having one part of the case hinged to the

other part, a spring for closing and holding
closed the hinged part, and means having an
engaging portion on the outer surface of the

‘case for opening and holding open the hinged

part. _
My invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of construction of myimproved eyeglass

or spectacle case, as will be hereinafter fully-
“described. | |

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
plan view of an eyeglass-case embodying my
improvements. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sec-
tion through the case at a point indicated by
line 2 2, Fig. 1, looking in the direction of
the arrow, same figure, showing the hinged

part open; and Fig. 3 shows a modified form

of the case shown in Kigs. 1 and 2 with the
part around the spring-hinge and the opener
broken away to more clearly illustrate the

Intheaccompanying drawings the eyeglass-
case shown is preferably made of metal, which
may be covered with leather in the ordinary
way, and consists of the body portion 1, of the
ordinary shape, and the lid 2, which in this
instance is connected with the body portion
1, t0 have a hinged motion thereon, by a fiat

spring-plate 3, extending upon the under side

of the body portion 1 and the lid 2 and at-
tached theretoat itsends by rivets4,asshown.
An opening or recess 1’ is made in the edge
of the body portion and an opening 2’ in the

edge of the lid portion at their contiguous

edges at the point where the spring 3 extends

to furnish an opening for said spring to ex-
tend in when the lid 2 is raised, as shown in
Fig. 2. The spring 3 acts in this instance as

so a hinge connection for the lid 2 and also acts

| to close and keep closed the lid 2, as shown

in Fig. 1. |

In connection with the lid 2 Il employ means
to be operated by the user from the outside
of the case to raise thelid 2 and hold it raised,
as shown in Fig. 2, for the insertion or re-
moval of the eyeglasses. In this lnstance
said means consists of a knob 5, extending
upon the outer surface of the body of the

case, as shown, and attached at its Inner sur-

face to one end of a wire 6, extending loosely
through a hole in the body of the case, and
in a plate 7, which is riveted upon the under

surface of the body of the case, as shown.
| The wire 6 extends through an opening 7' in

the plate 7 and is coiled around the end of
said plate with one or wore coils, as shown
in Fig. 3, to have a pivotal motion at this
point. The free end 6’ of the wire 6 1s bent
upwardly and engages the lid 2 nearitshinged
edge, as shown in KFig. 2.

The operation of my improved eyeglass or
spectacle case will be readily appreciated by
those skilled in the art from the above de-
seription in conneciion with the drawings.
The spring-plate 3 acts to hold the lid 2 1n
its closed position, and when it is desired to
raise or open the lid, as shown in Fig. 2, to
remove or insert the glasses the user presses

| his thumb or finger on the knob 5, which comn-

municates a pivotal motion to the wire 6 on
its pivotal support and through the engage-
ment of the free end thereof with the-lid 2
raises the lid, as shown in Fig. 2, and holds
it in its raised position as long as the knob 1s
pressed inwardly. When the knob o is re-

leased, the spring-plate 3 acts to close the |

lid, as shown in KFig. 1.

In Fig. 31 have shown a modified form of
the case having straight parallel sides and
curved ends. In'other respects the construe-
tion and operation of the case corresponds to
the case shown in Figs. 1 and 2, above de-
scribed. |

It will be understood that the details of con-
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struction of my improved eyeglass-case may -

be varied, if desired, and any suitable form

of spring may be employed in lieu of the

spring-plate 3 to act to close the lid and hold
it closed, and the lid 2 may be hinged to the

100




10

15

- 20

=

body portion 1 by a rod or pintle having a

spring thereon. - | | - - -

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— .

1. Inan eyeglass orspectacle case, the com-
bination with the body of the case, having
the part thereof forming the lid hinged to
the body by a flat integral spring-plate ex-
tending upon the under side of the lid and the
body portion, and secured thereto, of means
independent of the lid and spring-hinge for
opening and holding open the lid, consisting
of a knob upon the outer surface of the body
of the case and attached tooneend of a wire,

and said wire having a coil therein by which

it 18 pivotally attached to the inner side of
the case with its free end engaging the lid,
substantially as shown and described.

2. Inan eyeglassor spectacle case, the com-
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bination with the body of the case, having

‘the part thereof forming the lid, hinged to
the body by a flat integral spring-plate ex-

tending upon the under side of thelid and the
body portion, and secured thereto, said lid

and body portion having a recess or opening

In their contignous edges where said spring

extends, of means for opening and holding
open the lid, consisting of a knob upon the

outer surface of the body of the case and at-

tached to one end of a wire, and said wire

having a coil therein by which it is pivotally
attached to the inner side of the case, with
1ts free end engaging the lid, substantially as

shown and described.

GEORGE W. WELLS.

Witnesses:
J. C. WELLS,
K. H. SUBIN.
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