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To all 'whom it may concern:
‘Be it known that I, JoEN R. M. TAYLOR,
captain, Fourteenth Infantry, United States

~ Army,stationed at Manila,Philippine Islands,

Io

have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Soldiers’ Field Equipments;
and 1 do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same. | . - B
- My invention relates to improvements in

field equipments for soldiers; and it consists
particularly in certain improved means for

supporting the weight of the cartridge-belt

from the shoulders of the wearer, so as to re-
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lieve the weight upon the waist as also the
pressure necessary to hold the belt upon the

waist of the wearer. S -
My invention will be understood by refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, wherein

the same parts are indicated by the same let-
| | fastenings to secure the plate to the belt, and

ters thronghont the several views.

*

Figure 1is a fragmentary perspective view

illustrating the application and working of
my invention.

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of
the supporting-hook detached. Fig. 5 is a

front elevation of the hook. KXig. 4 isan ele- |

vation of the eye and its attaching-plate, which
is firmly secured to the cartridge-belt for the
connection of the hook with the belt.

In the equipment for infantry soldiers com-

‘monlyin use thehaversack and canteen straps

are provided with adjustment-holders for rais-
ingorlowering the position of the canteen and
haversack. The ends of these straps, which

are provided with the adjustment-holders, ex-
tend downwardly in the region of the waist

of the wearer, and my invention involves the
use of these straps provided with their ad-

justment-holders as the main support for the

belt, and in connection with these straps my
invention is used. Ordinarily there are four

- ends which hang down at various points 1n
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the region of the waist of the soldier, and the.
location of the ends of these straps is con-
venient and suitable for the purposes of my

invention, so that it is not necessary in car-

rying out my invention to provide extra sup-
porting-straps, which would further cumber
the already-cumbered soldier. -
- Referring to Fig. 1, A represents a portion |
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of aninfantrysoldier.

- ———

| of one of the canteen or haversack straps

which are commonly used in the equipment
Thisstrap is provided
with a succession of openings a for the ad-
justment of a buckle.

- B represents the cartridge-belt, a portion
of whieh only is shown for the purposes of
‘illustration. This cartridge-beltisordinarily
of woven canvas, such as is commonly used

for carrying rows of cartridges about. its en-

tire length. The weight of this belt when

loaded is quite considerable, and it 1s the ob-
ject of my invention to relieve this weight
from the waist of the wearer. The belt B 1s
provided at suitable intervals with a plurality
of rings or eyes b, which are secured to the

belt or formed thereon in any suitable man--

ner. I prefer, however, to use plates such as
B’, (shown in Fig. 4 and indicated by dotted
lines in Fig. 1,) the said plate B' being pro-
vided with a number of small holes b’ for the
passage of stitches or small rivets or other

this plate would have formed integral there-
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with a snitable ring or eye b. The number

and the arrangement of these eyes b will de-

pend upon the location of the straps of the

equipment, but will ordinarily be two at each
side of the wearer. |

C represents the hook, which is used for
supporting the belt from the straps, the said

‘hook being adapted to engage in the eye b.

The hook C is of peculiar form and comprises

‘a backing-plate CY preferably substantially

3o

rectangular oroblong in shape, and the hook

proper, C', is mounted upon the face of the

plate C° as seen most clearly in Higs. 2 and

3. The hook C' has a short shank ¢', which

Q0

extends directly away from the face of the

plate C°, and the body of the hook C'is ar-
ranged substantially parallel with the face

of the plate, there being a space of a width

substantially equal to the length of the short
shank ¢’ between the-body of the hook and
the face of the plate. The length of the
shank ¢' should correspond to the thickness

of the strap A and by having the point of

the hook proper, C', passed through one of
the openings a in the strap, and the hook is
worked through this hole in the strap by be-

ing moved in one direction and then in the

opposite direction until the shank ¢’ of the
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'C may be detached or attached to the strap
A, as desired, and may be a,d;]usted or read-

>

hook rests in the Opemnﬂ' a in the etr'a,p A

The backlnﬂ-plete C?of the hook is provided

with a pair of oppositely - disposed lugs or

flanges C% these lugs or flanges bemo'loeet,ed
on - oppomte sides of the body of the hook

- proper, C’, as seen most clearly in Figs. 2and
3. These lugs C? inclose fhe edﬂ'es of the
strap and retain the hook and b&cklng-pla.te-

in a substantially rigid relation with respect

tothestrap. The edgesof the strap are read-

ily made to engage beneath the lugs C? by

reason of the flexibility of the strap, which |

18 ordinarily of leather or canvas. The hook

Jllsted into any one of the succession of open-
ings a in the strap, as elreumstanees may re-
quire or a,e preferences of the weerer may dle—

~ tate.
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vide an extremely elmple cheap, and efficient

In the foregomg it will be seen that I pro-

- means for supporting the cartridge-belt with-

out-adding materially to the welght, of the~
eqmpment and that, furthermore, there is

no necessity for eltermﬂ‘ any Operamon of the
equipment. The support rings of eyes b,

- whether attached by such means as a plate
- B’ or attached in any other manner, do not
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necessitate any alterations in the belt |
‘Having thus described my invention, what

ent ef t.he Umted States iS—

666,117

stmp provided Wmh one or more openings or
perforatlons of a detachable hook compris-

ing a flat backing-plate, and a hook proper
ﬁxed to one face of said plate, said hook hav-

ing a short shank, with the body portion sub-

dentmlly perallel to the face of said plate,
the hook being adapted to pass through an

opening in the strap, and an eye or ring on

the portion of the equipment to be su pported
arranged to engage said hook subelenmally

as described.
2.°A detachable hook GOH]leSll’lﬂ" a flat

of said plate, said hook having a short shank,

‘and the body portion a,rranﬂ'ed eubstantlally
‘parallel to the fdce of the plate subsbannallv
‘as described.

3. A detechable hook eomprlsmg a flat
‘backin g-plate, a hook proper fixed to one face
of said plate said hook having a short shank

extending directly away from the face of said
plate (md the body portion lying substantially

edges of said plate upon opposite sides of the
body of the hook proper and extending above

| the face of the hook Substdntlally as de-
I"_'Serlbed

In testimony wheleof I amx iy mgnatme

‘in presence of two witnesses.
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat- ; |

JOHN R. M. TAYLOR

Witnesses:
~ RoBt. F. MCMILLAN, .

.......................................................................................................................................................

the face of the plate; and a pair
of Oppomtel}r dlepoeed lugs loea,ted at the
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backing-plate, a hook proper fixed to one face _-
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