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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, HARVEY KEPLER,a citi-

zen of the United States, and 'a resident of:

Dawson, in the county of Kidder and State of

North Dakota, have invented a new and Im-

proved Can-Holding Attachment for Ladders,
of which the followmn* 1S a, full clear, end ex-

act description.
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This invention relates to improvements in
attachments for ladders to hold paint-cans;
and the object is to provide a simple device
of this character that may be moved along the
rall of the ladder as desired and held in any

- desired position relative thereto and so ar-

20

ranged that the attachment may be adjusted
to hold the can level at any angle at which
the latter may stand, either while painting
the side of a building or the roof, and, fur-
ther, to make the atteehmenb a,d;]ueteble to
different sizes of cans.

I willdescribea can-holding attachment for
ladders embodying my invention and then

- point out the novel features in the appended

20
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- cated 1n the drawings.

e

claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in all the figures.
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a ladder
attachment embodying my invention, show-

ing the same as connected to a ladder. - Fig.
2 18 a partial section and partial bottom plan
view thereof. Fig. 3 is a section on the line
x x of Fig. 1. Fig. 41s a side view showing
the arrangement of the device when the lad-
der is placed on a roof.

of thesupporting-plate. Fw‘ 6 shows a clutch

mechanism employed and Fw 7 18 a perspec-

tive view of a bracket employed

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a
supporting-plate adapted to be moved up and
down aside rail of a ladder. The said rail of
the ladder is provided with a longitudinal

channel 2 at its outer side, one wall of which
45 isprovided with rack-teeth 3,and guide-plates

4 are attached to the ladder-rail, the space be-
tween the adjacent edges of which is less than
the width of the channel 2, as clearly indi-
On the upperend ot

the plate 1 is a block 5, movable in the chan-

nel 2and having shoulder portions to engage

Kig. 5 1s a back view.

]

| forming a O‘Lllde for the plate and preventing

any poselble swinging motion thereof. Also
attached to the plete is an arm 6, which ex-
tends across the front surface of the side

rail of the ladder, thence along the inner sar-

face thereof, where it terminates in a hook
portion 7, enn‘ewmg in an undercut channel

S, formed in the inner side of said side rail of

the ladder. The arm 6 may be further con-
nected to the plate 1 by means of a brace 9,
connected at its lower end to sald arm and at
its upper end to the plate, as clearly shown
in Higs. 1 and 9.

- On the lower portion of the plate 1, at its
inner side, is a block 10, which engages be-

tween the strips 4, and on this bloek 10 are

pivoted two jJaws 12 and 13, which are pressed
yleldmwly apart by means of a Spnncr 14, the

respective members of sald spring bemu* en-

gaged with the jaws. One member (here
shown as the member 12 of the jaws) will en-
cage closely against the smooth wall-surface
of bhe ehennel 2, while the opposite jaw mem-

ber is designed 1:0 engage with the ratchet-

teeth 3, so as to hold the device as adjusted
on the elde rail or bar of the ladder. When
it is desired to lower the supporting-frame,
the jaw 13 may be moved out of engagement
with the teeth by pushing laterally on a rod
15, which is connected to said jaw 13'and ex-
tends outward between the plates 4, as shown
in FKig. 1. When the suppmmnb plate is
moved upward, however, it 18 evident that

the jaws will yield so that the jaw 13 may

slide over the teeth.

The pivot 16, to which the jaws 12 and 13

are attached, is extended outward through
the plate 1 and loosely through an opening in
a barrel 17, and arranged within this barrel
is a cluteh-section 18, adapted to engage with
a clutch-section 19, attached to said plate 1.
These clutch-sections are of ring-like form
and each is provided with teeth, the teeth of
one section being adapted to engage with the
teeth of the other section. A spring 20, en-
caging at one end with .the barrel 17 dnd at
the ether end with the plate 1, serves to nor-
mally force the clutch members apart, so that
the barrel 17 may be rotated relatively to the
clutch member 19, and when adjusted the
clutch members are to be moved and held 1n

~against the mner sides of the strips 4, thue } engagement, as here shown, by means of a
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| ca;m-levm 21, pwoted to the progected end of |

2

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

outel side of the barrel 17.
Attached to the barrel 17 and extended ra-

dially therefrom is a plate 22, provided with
headed lugs 23, adapted to be received in key-

- hole-openings 24 formed 1n a platform-sup-

10

porting bracket 20 The lower portions of
these openings 24 aresufficiently large to pass
over the heads of the lugs; butthe upper por-

tions of said openings are of less width than

the diameter of the heads, so that when the

o 15 Attached to the bracket 25 and extended

20

~ fore these sections may beadjusted axially of
. the rod and may be held as ad;usmd by means

bracket is moved downwald the lugs will be
rigidly attached to said plate 22.

at right angles thereto is a rod 26, upon which
acan-supportm platform is ..—,Ldgjustable This
can-supporting platform consists of two semi-
cylindrical sections 27 and 28, each having a
lug 29, through which said rod passes. There-

section 27.

vided with a peripheral flange 31 for clamp-

and the section 28 is made adjustable toward.
and from the section 27, so as to adapt the

.30.

ing tightly against the lower pmtlon of acan,

plattform to different sizes of cans. As here

shown, plates 82 are attached to the section
97 and pass through loops 33, attached to the
The section 28 is moved toward

section 28.

‘and from the section 27 by means of a screw-

35

rod 34, engaging in a mpped hole in the lug
29, &ttdehed to sald section 28 and engaging
at its end with the lug 29, dependuw from. ,

‘the section 27 of the can-su poor ting platform.

40

45

The operation of thedeviceis quwe evident
from the drawings.

_ It may be stated, how-
ever, that 1t may be readily removed from

the ladder by drawing it outward from the
upper end or, in fact, it may be drawn out at
‘the lower end after releasing the jaw 13 from
By loosening the cam-lever 21
the barrel 17 may be IOt&EE‘d to any desired

the teeth 3.

degree to level the supporting-platform.

In Fig. 1 the supporting-platform is'shown
as extended outward from the ladder;

extend over the ladder. This may be found

convenient when the ladder is placed upon a
This arrangement is shown in Fig. 4. |

roof.

fsectlon a plate.
‘and a can-supporting platform adapted for

but 1f’
~desired it may be removed from the amm 22

and reversed, as indicated in Fig. 4, so as to

"666,095

Havinﬂ* thus described my invention I

Patent—.
1. The combination wﬂsh a 1adder ha,vu:m' a

channel formed in one of its side rails a,nd

‘teeth on a- wall of said channel, of a can-hold-

ing attachment, comprising a plate, a guide-
bloek on one end of said plabe for engaging

in the channel formed in the rail of the ldd-

der, a spring-pressed jaw on the lower por-

.tlon of said plate for engaging with any one
of the teethin said (Jh.:mnel an arm extended

from said plate and having a hook portion for
engaging in a channel formed longitudinally
in lhe inner side of the side rail of the lad-
der, and a can-holding platform’ removably

conneuted to the plate, substantially as speci-

fied.

2. The combination with a ladder having a

channel in one of its side rails and teeth on
‘one of the walls thereof, of a can-holding at-
| tachment, comprising a plate, a gaide-block
of a thumb-serew 30, engaging in a tapped
hole in the lug 29, attached to the platform-:

on the upper end of said plate for entering

‘the saild channel, a spring-pressed holding-
Ea,ch section 27 and 28 is pro-|

jaw on the lower portion of said plate for en-
gaging with any one of the teethinsaid chan-

nel, a clutch-section on said plate, a barrel
surrounding said cluteh-section, a cluteh-sec-

tion secured within the barrel and adapted
for engagement with the first-named clutch-
extended from said barrel,
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removable connection with Sfud last-named

plate, whereby the platform may be extended
outward from the ladder or inward of the

same, substantially as specified.
- 3. A can-holding attachment for 1c1,dders> |
comprising a supporting-plate, consisting of
two Sectlouq each havmﬂ‘ an upwardly-turned

edge, a screw-threaded cld]U_SDlllﬂ‘ -rod for said

ﬁpla,be, whereby one section may be moved

relatively to the other section, plates at-
tached to one section, and loops on the other

section in which said plfmteb are movable, and

means for attaching the platform to the lad-

der, substduma,lly_as specified.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of

two subseribing witnesses.

HARVEY KEPLER
Witnesses::

JAN BIRGEL,
. H. SPOTTS.
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