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‘this invention and shown set.
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To all whom it mwy concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM C. HOOKER, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Ab-
ingdon, in the county of Knox and State of
Illinois, have-invented a new and useful Ani-
mal- Tld,p, of which the followmn‘ is a speci-
fication.

The invention IPI(MGS to 1mp10vementb 111
animal-traps.

One Ob;]ect of the p1eseut mvenbmn istoim-
prove the construction of animal- -traps and to
provide an exceedingly simple and inexpen-
siveone which will be particularly adapted to
be arranged between boxes and other articles
and the wall or analogous places and which
will be exceedingly sensitive and adapted to

operate within the space occupied by it.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a trap of this character which may be
easily set and which will be adapted to be
baited or to be Operated by an animal passing

~over 1it.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out In the elaims hereto a,ppended

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a pelspeetlve
view of a trap eonstructed in accordance with
Fig. 2is alon-
gitudinal sectional view of the same. Fig. 3
is a transverse sectional view. Iig.4isa de-
tail perspective view of the support

Like numerals of reference designate corre-

sponding parts in all the ﬁo‘mes Of the draw- |
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1 designates a rectangular base deswned to
be GOHStl neted of a thm piece of wood or other

suitable material and having secured to its
rear end a support 2, consisting of a central

and laterally - extending L-shaped arms 4.
The horizontal portions of the L.-shaped arms
extend outward from thesides of the V-shaped
portion of the support and are provided with
perforations for the reception of suitable fas-
tening devices for securing the support to
the rear end of the base.

tions of the L-shaped arms 4 are provided
with perforations 5 for the reception of a
transverse pintle 6, which also passes through

The vertical por-

| perforations 7 of the sides of the central por-
‘tion of the support.

The apex of the supportis cutaway to form

a recess 8 at its front for the reception of a

55

spring-actuated jaw 9, which is hinged to the

base by a transverse pintle 6 and which is

provided with spring-coils 10, arranged on
the transverse pintle and loeated ab oppoute

sides of the central portion of the support.
The spring-actuated jaw is substantially U-

shaped, and the spring-colils are provided at

their inner ends with arms 11, which bear
against the upper face of the base, whereby

‘when the jaw is swung upward from the base
-to the recess or seat of the support to set the

trap the spring-coils will be placed under ten-
sion. | |

The spunfr-aetuated ,]a,w when mra,nﬂ'ed as
illustrated in Fig. 1 of the accompanying

trigger 12, pivoted near 1ts upper end, adja-

or other suitable fastening device and ar-
ranged between the sides of the V-shaped
portion of the support, and the upper end of
the trigger 12 1s provided with & recess 14.
The front side of the recess 14 terminates
short of the rear side, so that only a slight
rearward movement of the trigger is neces-
sary to release the spring-actuated jaw.
trigger is swung forward to the position
shown in Fig. 2 to engage it with the spring-
actuated jaw, and itis retained in such posi-
tion by a bait treadle or lever 195, pivoted

near its rear end to the base by the trans-

verse pintle and arranged between the sides

port. The rear portion of the bait treadle or
lever is provided with a transverse perfora-
tion for the reception of the pintle, and ithas

a shoulder 16, arranged at its upper face in
advance of the pintle for engaging the lower
end of the trigger.

The shoulder 16 is pref-
erably formed by a staple, and the trigger

tapers toward its lower end, and as 1ts center

of gravity is in advance of the pivot 13 when

the parts. are arranged as shown in BFig. 2 it

will swing rearward by gravity and by the
pressure of thespring-actuated jaw when the
bait treadle or lever is depressed and only a
slicht movement of the trigger is necessary

The
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drawings is enﬂ*aﬂ'ed by the upper end of a

cent to its rear edge, by a transverse rivet 13
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of the central V-shaped portion of the sup-
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to release the said jaw. The rear portion of |
the bait-treadle is provided at its upper face

with a longitudinal groove 17, forming a space
to receive the 1ower end of the trlfm'er to pre-

vent the latter from catching on the treadle.

- The balt-treadle 18 provided atl its front por-
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tion with a suitable recess or cavity 13 for
the reception of a suitable bait, and the front

“end of the base is provided w1t11 a recess to

enable the movable jaw to be readily grasped.

‘The trap Is particularly adapted to be
placed in narrow spaces between a wall and |

boxes or otherobjects and analogous places,

and it is adapted to operate within the space

occupied by it.

It will be seen that the trap is eteeedmﬂ‘ly
simple and inexpensive in construction, that
it is strong and durable, and that 1t is ex-
ceedingly semnsitiver and is adapted to be

sprung by the slightest pressure on the bait-

tr eadle The trap may be easily set, and
when placed in an inverted position while

setting it the trigger will be automatmal]y
en Uaﬂed by the treadle.
What I claim is—

1. A trap comprising a base, an approxi-

mately V-shaped support promded at the

lower ends of its sides with approximately L.-
shaped arms secured to the support, a trans-

verse pintle passing through perforations of

the arms and the sides of the support, a
spring-actuated jaw hinged to the base by
the pintle, a bait twadle or lever mounted
on the pintle and arranged between the sides
of the support, and a t-l”'lﬂ’gel pivoted between
the sides of the support and arranged to be

engaged by the bait treadle or lever and |

865,907

adapted to hold the jaw, substantmlly as de-

sceribed.

2. A trap comprising a base, a support
mounted on the base and prowded at 1ts top

with a front recess forming a seat, a trigger

| pivoted on the support adjacent to the said
‘recess and provided with a recess, a

spring-
actuated jaw arranged to be engaged by the
trigger and adapted to fit in the recess there-
of, and a bait treadle or lever for engaging
the tri igger, substantially as deser Ibed

3. A trap comprising a base, an approxi-
mately V-shaped support prowded with L.-

shaped arms, a pintle passing through the
sapport and thmuﬂ‘h the arms, a spring-ac-

tuated jaw p10v1ded with coils arranged on
the pintle between the sides of the suppmt
and the outer portions of the arms, a treadle

‘mounted onrthe pintle and &rranged between.

the sides of the support, and a trigger piv-
otally mounted in the support, substantially
as described.

4. A trap comprising a base, a support, a
spring-actuated jaw, a treadle mounted on
the support and adapted to receive a suita-

‘ble bait, said treadle being provided with a

stop or shoulder and havmcf a longitudinal
groove in rear of the said stop or shouldel
substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregomw as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

‘the presence of two witnesses.

_ _WILLIAM C. . HOOKER.
Witnesses: |

W. H. ROBINSON,
W. A. DETRICK.
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