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To all whone Tt mMay Conceri:

ST
atSt. Paul, in the county of Ramsey and State

of Minnesota, have invented a new and use-
ful Bottle- Cover of whleh the followmn* is a

specification.
This invention relates to bobtle _covers.

. One object of the invention is to provide a
bottle-cover which is economical in manufac-
- ture, of simple construction, a,nd is efﬁmenb'

1n 1186

- A further GbJect of the mveutlon 18 to uml-'
. ize, in the manufacture of bottle-covers, a ma-

terial which is abundant and inexpensive and
which efficiently serves the purpose in view.

Theinvention consists, substantially,in the
construetion, combination, location, arrange-
ment, and mode of operatmn all substantla,lly
as Wlll be more fully herema,fbel set forth, as

“shown in the accompanying drawings, and
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finally specifically pomted out: in the a,ppend-
ed claim.

Referring to the accompanymﬁ dl&WII]‘-"S
and to the various views and reference-signs
appearing thereon, Figure 1 isa plan view of
a bottle-cover embodymtr the principles of
my invention ready to be applied to a bottle.

TFig. 2 is a transverse section of the cover,

showmn' the manner of Stll)GhlIlD‘ the same.

Fw 31is a view similar to Fie. 1, bhOWll’lﬂ‘ aQ Se-

curing twine or cord apphed thereto

The body A of the bottle-cover is made of
suitable fibrous or other material, such as
hair, hay, excelsior, straw, grass, or the like.
The material is cut to the required length cor-

- responding to the length of the cover to be

‘made and 1s armnwed in a sheet or mat of

 the desired width to form the cover and of
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any suitable or desired thickness of material,

- the strands, stems, or stalks of hay, straw,

orass, or the like being arranged in subsb.:m-—
tially parallel relatlon
has been arranged in the form of a mat of
uniform thickness throughout, it is then se-
cured together in any suitable manner, as by
stitehing the same across, as indicated at B

C D, the loops of the stitches passing back
- and forth through the material, as clearly in-

dicated in Fig. 2. Any desired number of

rows of stitches may be employed as required

When the material

-

| 1 in order to hold the material Well together.
- Be it known that I, VALENTINE FLECKEN-.
RIN, a citizen of the United States, residing

In the drawings I have shown t,hlee rows of

stitches—one ateach end—and one about mid-

way the length of the cover, and I have found 55
this numbel to be satisfactory, though it is

evident that a greater or smaller nu mbel of

| rows of bmtohes may be employed if desired

Or necessary.

“When the mat or cover constr ueted as de-

seribed is completed, it is ready to be applied
to a bottle. This is accomplished by merely
wrapping the cover around the bottle. If de-
sired and in order to retain the cover about
the bottle, astring, cord, or the like (llldlca,ted
at ) may be employed
rate from the cover, if desired, or, and pref-

erably, it may be secured to the wmppel body
or mat as by stitching the same transversely

across such body, as eleeuly shown in Fig. 3.

A preferable arrangement is shown wherein

the stitches of the middle row also pass
through the securing thread or cord, thereby
serving also to secure such thread or cord to
the body of the cover, the thread or cord ex-

tending transversely across the body of the

cover at a point about midway the length
thereof and pro;;ectmﬂ' beyond the edge of the

¢over.
- A Dbottle-cover constructed as above de-
scribed is designed as a cheap wrapper in

'_60

This may be sepa-
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which the bottle is inclosed or wrapped and

which affords efficient protection against
breakawe during shipment, tra,nsportatlon or
ha,ndhnn* of the bottle. |

VVhlle I have mentioned hair, straw, hay,
and excelsior as suitable materials out of
which the cover may be made, 1 have found

1in practice that grass, and particularly marsh-

grass, answers the purpose admirably, and be-
ing an uncultivated product of nature besides
18 cheap and abundant, the only expense 1n-
volved being that of eollectmg it. The manu-

facture of bottle-covers in accordance with

the invention is carried outin connection with
the manufacture of grass twine in accordance

with Patent No. 412 963, issued October 15,
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1889, to George A. Loww The collected' '

m&rbh-ﬂ‘P&bS 18 f_ust selected for use in making
the twine, only the longer stems, stalks, or
strands being employed for such purpose.

The shorter stalks or stems, which are unde-

IQ0 -



‘Ssirable for use in the manufacture of the |

~twine and which have heretofore been thrown

away and wasted, are in accordance with the

N present invention utilized for the manufaec-

IO

ture of bottle-covers.

facture enables all the colleeted orass to be
worked up into useful commercial and salable
commodities, the expense of manufacture of
the covers being reduced to merely the wages

~of the laborrequired. Thus by using a waste

I5

material I am enabled to produce bottle COV-
ers which are efficient for practical purposes
at 2 minimum expense.

the required dimensions and of uniform thick-
ness the bottle when inclosed therein is efii-
ciently protected at all points, and by em-

- ploying a securing-string which is wrapped

20

around the bottle after the cover is applied

~ the cover is held to the bottle.

-While I have desceribed the invention as
applied to the manufacture of bottle-cov-
ers, it is evident that a mat constructed as

“described is capable of use generally as

packing cover or mat for packing articles for
shipment, transportation, or the like. By

- constructing the cover in the form of a mat
its application to a bottle as a packing-cover
is facilitated, the mat being merely wrapped
- around the bottle, and by making the secur-
~ing string, cord, or twine of sufficient length

- not only is the cover efficiently held to the
~ bottle when said string or cord is wrapped,

30

Thus the utilization
of this by-product of the grass-twine manu-

By arranging the
straws as described in the form of a mat of

665,894

but the cover is thereby caused to assnume a
conical shape by continuing the spiral coils
of such string around the region of the bot-
tle-neck, thus facilitating the packing of bot-
tles wrapped in the cover in shipping-cases.

Having now set forth the object and nature

of my invention and a forn of construction
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and mode of procedure embodying the same,

what I claim as new and useful and of m

own invention, and desire to secure by Letters |

Patent, is—
As a new artlcle of manufaeture, a bottle-
cover comprising grass strands, stems or

straws, arranged in parallel relation to form
‘an integral flat mass of uniform thickness
throughout, and of suitable dimensions, and

having rows of stitching extending trans-
versely thereof, one at each end and oue about
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midway the length thereof wheleby sald mass

is held ton‘ether and ‘a securing string or
{ twine arranwed to extend transversely across

the body thereof and at a point about mid-

string or twine projecting beyound the edge of

“the smd body and secured to such body by the

middle row of stltches as and for the purpose

“set forth.

55

way the length of such body, said securing -

00

In witness whereof I ha,ve hereunto set my
hand, this 6th day of March, 1899, in the pres-

ence of the subseribing W1tnesse%

| VALENTIN E FLECKENSTEIN
Witnesses:

FRED H. BARNEY,
S. K. DARBY.
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