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To all whom it may conceriv:

Be it known that I, CYRUS C. ROSE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Blair, in
the county of Washington and State of Ne-
braska, haveinvented anew and useful Open-
Throat-Horse-Collar Coupling, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to horse-collars that
open at the lower end or throat; and the ob-
jects of my improvement are, first, to provide
a coupling by which an ordinary whole-throat
collar may be easily cut in halves and made
adjustable to
horse’s neck ; second, to provide a sleeve-coup-
ling that ecan be removably and adjustably
attached to the end of one of the halves, and,
third, among other minor objects more Spe-
cifically hereinafter set forth, to provide a
firm semipliable sleeve-coupling that will ef-
fectually couple and preserve the ends of the
halves of the collar, resist exterior wear, and
present a smooth pliable inner surface to the
horse’s throat.
construction illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is an under side view of the coup-
ling separate from the collar. Fig.2 is a lon-
citudinal section on the broken lines g of KFigs.
1 and 3. Fig. 8 is a cross-section on the
broken lines & of Figs. 1 and 2, and Fig. 4 1s

-a detailed view in perspective of the block

employed in Ifig. 2.

Similar numerals refer to similar parts
throughout the several views.

A common whole horse-collar cut apart at
the throat and the ends capped with leather
cut in the shape of the ends 2 and 2" and sewed
on in the usual manner is ready to receive my
adjustablesleeve-coupling,whichis made and
attached as follows: I construet a sleeve of
longitudinal curvature to fit the curve of the
lower end or throat of the collar. The outer

~ periphery or lower front face ot this sleeve 18
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a metal plate 7 of required cross-curvature
to fit on and between the belly 2 and rim 3

along the outer groove or seam of the collar,
as shown in Fig. 3, the longitudinal edges 7'
and 7" being rabbeted to receive the corre-
sponding edges of the leather part 10, which
is fastened thereto preferably by the rivets
13 13, as shown in Fig. 1, which completes
Near one end of this sleeve is | couplings,

the sleeve.

it the lateral thickness of the

I attain these objects by the |

the slot 12 in the part 7 and a slot 12’ in
the leather part 10 registering with each other
and with the groove or seam of the collar and
arranged lengthwise therewith. An end of
the half-collar is inserted at the end of the
sleeve having the slot 12 and the serew-bolt
4 olose - fitted through a perforation at the
seam registering with the slots 12 and 12, as
shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The head of the bolt
is provided with a beveled washer 5 to over-
lap the leather part 10, and the nut 6 is seated
flush in a mortise in the outer face of the part
7, so that it will not interfere with the hame-
strap. |

For convenience the plate 7 is provided at
its lower edge with the martingale-loop 9 and
has in front of the groove the lug or hook 8
to prevent the hame-strap, and with it the
hames, being drawn forward out of the groove
of the collar. -

In operation the end of the collar carrying
the serew-bolt 4 will when the bolt is loos-
ened by unserewing slide in toward the cen-
ter of the sleeve or outward until the bolt
strikes the outer end of the slot 12" and may
be securely fastened at these or any interme-
diate positions by screwing home the screw-
bolt, and the opposite end of the sleeve
serves as a close-fitting socket to removably
receive the end of the other half of the collar,
which is retained therein by the hame-sirap,
but in no other way.

When a collar is too large or too wide at
the throat, a central section may be cut away
and the ends properly capped; but if toonar-

| row or small the ends may be separated in

the sleeve to correct this fault and the sleeve
<hifted on the end to which it is attached to
bring it to a central position at the throat.

In some instances it is found expedient to
interpose a flat-sided block of wood 11 be-
tween the capped ends within the sleeve; but
this is not generally necessary even where the
ends are far apart in the sleeve.

The metal plate 7 gives the necessary
strength and rigidity to thesleeve and resists
the rough outside wear, while the pliable elas-
ticleather part 10 facilitates the fitting of the
sleeve to the collar ends and presents a com-
fortable surface to the horse’s throat instead
of the usual metal surface in socketor sleeve
as heretofore made.
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Having fully deseribed my invention,what
I claim asnew, and desireto secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Thecombination with a horse-collaropen
at its throat, and the usual hame-gtrap; of a
coupling for the collar ends consisting of a
sleeveloosely surrounding and receiving both
of them andlongitudinally slotted in its front
and back plates near one end, and a bolt
passing through one collar end and adjust-
ably engaging said slots, the other collar end
being held in place by said hame-strap.

2. A sleeve-coupling for an open-throat
horse-collar consisting of a metal plate de-
pressed at its transverse center and shaped
to fit the outer contour of the collar, a leather
sheet fitting over the inner side of the collar
and riveted at its edges to said plate, lugs
and loops on the latter at opposite sides of

its transverse center, a fastening-bolt passin o
through the leather sheet, one collar end only, |

665,839

and the metal plate, and having its head
countersunk and i1ts nut standing within the

depression in the outer face of the plate, and
means for holding the unbolted collar end

detachably connected with the sleeve.

3. As a4 new article of manufacture, the
herein-deseribed coupling for open - throat
horse-collars consisting of a sleeve shaped to
receive the collar ends, a block having flat
sides and movably filling but unattached to
sald sleeve at its center and at one side of
which one collar end is loosely inserted in
but unattached to said sleeve, a bolt through
a longitudinal slot in the other collar end
adjustably fastening it within the other end
of the sleeve, and exterior means for holding
the collar ends adjustably in position.

| CYRUS C. ROSE,
Witnesses: S

ABRAHAM D. ROSE,

CHAS. A. DARLING.
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