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To all whom tt may CoOncCerw:

Be it known that I, JOHN W. SHANAHAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Grand
Rapids, in the county of Kent and State of
Michigan, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Carpet-Sweepers, of whichthe
following is a specification. |

This invention relates to certain new and
usefulimprovementsincarpet-sweepers; and
the invention consists in the novel construc-
tion of the elastic bar which is placed across
the end of the sweeper-case outside of the
driving-wheels. -

The objects of my invention are, first, to so
construct the end bar that it will securely
retain the furniture protector or buffer in
place, and, second, to form a brace at the
bent portion of the end bar made integral
with the elastic strap and at the same time
to form an easy and cheap method of secur-
ing the buffer in place on the elastic end
strap. These objects I accomplish by means
of the mechanism illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is an end elevation of a carpet-
sweeper containing my invention. Fig. 2
shows an elevation of the elasticend strap or
bar removed, with a portion of the buifer cub
away to show the method of construeting the
brace and buffer-retaining mechanism. Fig.
3 shows a top viewof a portion of the elastic
end bar, with the buffer in position. Fig. 4
shows a plan view of the blank from which
the end bar is made.

Similarletters refer to similar parts through-
out the several views. |

K represents the sweeper-case, and 1 1 the
driving-wheels.

J represents the brush-roller.

A represents the elastic bar, which passes
across the end of the case outside of the drive-
wheels. The elastic bar has its ends bent or
curved so that they extend around and em-

brace the sides of the sweeper-case in posi-

tion to be fastened to the sides of the case by
screws or other suitable means.

B is the buffer, which extends around the
sweeper-case and end bar in orderto prevent
any injury to furniture by contact with the
sweeper-case. This buffer is composed of
braid,. cord, india-rubber, or any other sult-
able material. '

At the curved portion 1 cut two slits, as |

shown in Fig. 4, and when the bar is bent or
struck up into shape the part between the
slits is bent inwardly, as shown by E in Fig.
3, while the part on the outside of said slits
forms the curved portions shown by D D in
Figs. 1, 2, and 3. The brace E should be of
less width than the buffer, so that when the
buffer is applied its central portion will sink
into the opening between D and D, while its
edges will be supported on the outer surfaces
of D and D. By this construction the end
bar has its curved portion made more rigid
at the point where it is most likely to be bent
and injured by contact with furniture. At
the same time the bar is adapted to retain

the buffer securely in position at the polnt

where it is most difficult to retain it.
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim to have invented, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, 1s— |
1. In a carpet-sweeper, the combination
with the sweeper-case, of the elastic end bar
bent at its ends to embrace the sides of the

‘sweeper-case and provided at its bent por-

tions with two parallellongitudinal slits, that
portion lying between the slits being bent in-
wardly to form a brace, and the portion out-
side the slits being curved outwardly, sub-
stantially as described, and for the purpose
specified.

2. In a carpet-sweeper, the combination
with the sweeper-case, of the elastic end bar
bent at its ends to embrace the sides of the
sweeper-case and provided at its bent por-
tions with two parailel longitudinal slits, that
portion lying between the slits being bent in-
wardly to form a brace and the portions
outside the slits curved outwardly, and a
buffer of yielding material stretched around
the sweeper-case and over said strip, said
buffer being of greater width than the braces
whereby a portion of the buffer will protrude
through the slots over the braces and a por-
tion will rest on the curved parts on each
side of the slots, substantially as desecribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

- JOHN W.SHANAHAN.

Witnesses:
EDWARD TAGGART,
BLIZABETH J. PHILLIPS.
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