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To all whomv Tt maly CONCer:

Be it known that I, JOEHN W. CHAMBERS, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Brice,
in the county of Gratiot and State of Michi-
ogan, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Whiffletree-Hooks, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to whiffletree-hooks,
the object being to provide.a simple and in-
expensive device of this character which will
effectually prevent the accidental disengage-
ment of the trace-loop or cockeye a,nd at
the same time may be readily operated by the
finger when it is desired to attach or detach
the trace.

The invention comprises a whiffletree-hook
consisting of twa sections, one of which is
stationary, while the other is movable, and a
distinguishing characteristic of the improve-
ment is that the movable section of the hook
is capable of a lateral sliding movement upon
the whiffletree, as well as being adapted to be
partially rotated.

The construction of the improvement will
be fully described hereinafter in connection
with the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, and its novel fea-
tures will be particularly pointed out in the
appended claim.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
one end of a whiffletree with my improved
hook applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a vertical
longitudinal section of the same, and Fig. 3
is a section on line 3 3 of Kig. 1.

The reference-numeral 1 designates the
whiffletree, and 2 and 3 the hook-sections.
The section 2 is provided with an integral
sleeve 4, which fits over the outer end of the
whiffletree and is secured thereto by suitable
fastening devices. The sleeve 4 isformed at

its inner end with diametrically-projecting
lugs 5 and 6, which serve as stops to limit the
movement of the movable hook-section 3. The
section 3 is formed with a loop or ring 7, which
fits over the sleeve 4 and is formed at dia-
metrically-opposite points with recesses 8 and

| 9, conforming in size and shape to the lugs

5 and 6 on the stationary hook 2, and adapt-
ed to register therewith when the section 3 1s
turned to the position indicated by the dotted
lines in Fig. 3. When the lugs 5 and 6 and
the recesses 8 and 9 register, the section 3
may be moved inward away from the section
2, thus accommodating trace-loops or cock-
eyes of different sizes and facilitating the at-
tachment thereof to the stationary hook-sec-
tion 2. The movable section 3 is also pro-
vided on its inner face adjacent to recess 9,
with a stop-lug 10, which is adapted to con-
tact with the lug 5 when the section 31s turned
upon the whiffletree.

From the foregoing description in connec-
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tion with the drawings it will be apparent

that when the section 3 of the hook is in the
position shown in Fig. 1 it is held against lat-
eral movement by lugs 5 and 6, and that the
trace-loop or cockeye cannot be disengaged
from the hook without lifting the section 3.
When it is desirable to move the section 3
laterally upon the whiffletree, the said sec-
tion is raised until its recesses 8 and 9 regis-
ter with the lugs 5 and 6 on the stationary sec-
tion, after which the section 3 may be moved
laterally away from bhe section 2.

I claim—

The combination with a whiffletree, of a
hook comprising two sections, one of which is
provided with a sleeve ﬁttmg upon the end
of the whiffletree and formed with diamet-
rically opposite lugs, while the other section
is provided with a ring encirecling the sleeve
of the fixed section and formed with diamet-
rwally opposite recesses, and a lug project-
ing from the inner face of the ring adjacent
to one of said recesses. |

In testimony whereof 1 affix my swna,ture
in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN W. CHAMBERS.

Withesses:
D. R. WALKER,
. E. BECK.
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