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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

ANDREW H. HART, OF WINCHESTER, KENTUCKY,

VOTING-MACHINE.

SPECIFiCATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 665,738, dated January 8, '1901. |
| | Application fled Angust 10, 1900, Rferial No. 26,512, (Nomodel.) - |

To all whom it may émi,p@rn:' e
Be it known that I, ANDREW H. HART, 2

citizen of the United States, and a resident of

Winchester, in the county of Clark and State
of Kentucky, have invented a new and Im-
proved Voting-Machine, of which the follow-
ing i8.a full, clear, and exact description.
This invention relates to improvements in

- voting-machines, and is particularly an im-

provement on & voting-machine for which I
obtained United States Letters Patent, dated

June 7, 1898, No. 605,423, and the object is

‘Is

- bo make said machine more complete in its
- details aad more extended in its usefulness.

I will describe a voting-machine embodying

Wy invention and then point out the novel

" 20
25
- of Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 is a perspective view of

.30

35

features in the appended claims. |
Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar chatracters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.
Figarelisaplan view with portions broken
away of a voting-machine embodying my in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a section on the line ¢ 2
of Fig. 1. TFig. 3 is a section on the line 33

& shifting and holding mechanism-employed.
Referring to the drawings, 5 designates a

manipulating and recording devices are ar-
ranged. To provide for the voting of a large
namber of candidates, I provide two sets of
voting devices,-which are indicated in Fig. 1
as A and B, one set being arranged directly
forward' of the other set, and as the two sets

~ arealikein all particularsa description of one

40

45

50

will answer for both.

Arranged transverselyin the case ateshafts
67, and mounted to rotate on the shaft 6 is a.
serios of delivery-rollers 8, and on the shaft
7are a number of take-up rollers correspond-

“ing to the number of delivery-rollers and ar-

ranged forward one of the other. From each

‘delivery-roller a tape 10 extends to its take-

up roller 9 The tape is provided with a se-

‘ricsof consecutivenumbers, the spacebetween

which gradually inercases from the lower to
the higher numbers, as indicated in my pat-
ent ahove mentioned. The tape 10 extends
over a plate 11, so that the numbers nmay be
soen through a sight opening or slass 12, ar-

ranged in the top of the case. The rollers:

are held under suitable tension by means of
springs 13, secured to a cross-bar 14, having
bearing upon the rollers of the tapes. O
flange of each roller 9 s provided with
ratchet-teeth 15, designed to be en gaged by a
dog 16, mounted to swing on & bloek 17, mov-
able longitudinally in & slot 18 in the top of

One g3

the easing. This hloek 17 is seenred to a top 6o

plate 19, movable on the top of the casing
and provided with an upwardly-extended fin-
ger 20, . : |
. Extended forward from each block 17 is a
detent 21, consisting of resilient metal and
having a hook end 22, designed to engage
over & plate 23, extended transversely of the
case. KExtended from each bloek 17 below
its detent 21 is a plate 24, designed to engage
with & returning-spring 25, extended u pward
from the bottowm of the case. This returning-
spring may eonsist of wire or the like. The
detent 21,forward of its hook portion 22,18 in-
clined upward,so'as to engage with and read-
ily slide over the front plate 23, and this ex-
tended end is designed to be engaged by 4
lifting device, here shown as a crank-lever
26, mounted in the casing and adapted to be

| operated, as will be hereinafter described, to

| raise a detent from its engagement with the
case of any desired size and in which the vote

plate 23.

70

75

-Supported by uprights or side pieces 27 is

| & table or tablet 28, upon which the names of

vhe candidates are to be placed by any desired
tmeans, the names coming directly over the

blocks 17, and consequently over the tapes op- -

erated by said blocks. Thistable or tablet 28
18 arranged above the fingers 20, so that said
fingers cannot be reached by a person for ma-
nipulating the same. When, however, it is
desired to move one of the blocks to register
& vote, the same may be moved by means of
a lever 29, mounted to slide on a rod 30, sup-
ported by the 8ide pieces 27. This lever has

| & downward projection 31, designed to en-

gage with a finger 20,0over which the lever mnay
be placed.

_In voting for a candidate the voter will
slide the lever 29 along the bar 30 until the
sald lever is in line with the name of the can-
didate on the tablet 28. Then by rocking the

lever to the position indicated in dotted lines
in Iig. 2 the bloek 17 will he moved forward,

consequently rotating the take-up roller 9 one

0o
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step, bringing a new number underneath‘the | ber underneath the sight;opening 46, giving

sight-opening 12, and thas indicating the
number of votes for the ¢andidate. Either
one or all of the candidates may be thus'voted
5§ foror each one separately. -
~ Abar32issupported by the side pieces 27,
and on this bar is mounted to swing a series

of stop-plates 33, a stop-plate being arrangsd

Torward of each plate 19 and adapted to be
ro engaged by the upwardly-extended end 34 of
said plate 19. A finger 35 extenisdownward

. and rearward from each plate 33, and when

the plate is in its normal position the end o

sald finger 35 will be above the line of move-

15 mentof the upward projection 34 on the slid-

ing plate, 80 that said projection may pass

~underneath the finger toengage with the body

portion of the plate. Each plate 33 of a set—

say, the set A—is connected to a similar plate

20 directly in front of it in.the set B by means

- of a bar 36, this bar having pivotal connec-

~tion with said twosets. By thisarrangement

~'when & voter manipulates the block 17 to reg-

~ ister his vote in one section—say, the section

25 A—the vote for the opposition candidate,

which may be marked over the correspond-

ing slide in the section B, will be prevented,

> 88 by the swinging of the plate 33 on the sec-

tion A the corresponding plate 33 in the sec-

30 tion B will also be swung, moving its finger

35 into the liné of movement of the upward

- projection 34 an the sliding plate 19, angd

thereforesaid sliding plate cannot be manipu-

~lated to record a vote for the opposing can-

35 didate. Thus the voting for two candidates

for the same office will be prevented after
voting for one of the candidates. o

To make the voting more interssting, Tmay

attach the representation or photograph of

4o the candidates to each swinging plate 33, as

indicated at 37. Obviously when the plate

.-is swung the figure will be caused to move
toward the voter as in the act of bowing.

At one gide within the casing is a device

45 t0 enable an official of elactions to register

the total number of votes cast and also to re-

store the several parts to their normal posi-

tion after having .been  manipulated by a
voter. This means consists of a feed-rollor

5o 38, similar to the feed-rollers 8 and mounted |

op the same shaft, and a take-up roller 39,
similar to the rollers 9 and wmounted ou the
same shaft therewith. A number-tape 40
extends between said rollers 38 and 38, and
55 the take-up roller 39 is operated by a dog 41
engaging with the ratchet-toothed flange of

sald roller, said dog being pivotally connect- |

ad to a block 42, mounted to slide in a slot
in the top of the casing and from which &
6o finger 43 extends upward. The detent here-
tofore described is omitted in this portion of
the device. The block 42, however, carries
& spring-yielding rod 44, having a down-
wardly and forwardly inclined end 45, adapt-
65 ed to engage with the erank-shaft 26. Ob-
vionsly when the bloek 42 is moved forward
the rollers will berotated tobring a new num-

1

the total number of votes cast, and during
this movement the end 45 of the bar 44 by
engaging the under side of the erank-lever
26 will raise the same, and this erank-lever
engaging undernsath the andsof the detents
21 that may be projected beyond the plate
23 will raise the hook portions 22 out of en-
gagemsant with said plate 23, so that the
spring-rods 25 will return the blocks 17 ¢
their normal position. .
In order that the detents of the twodevices
or.sections A B of the machine may be simul-
taneously lifted, I provide.a shifting-bar 47,
removably connected with the fingers 43 or

‘blocks 42 of the two sections, as plainly in-
dicated in Kig. 1.

A8 1t is desired that the voting shall be
secret or not seen by the election official, a
parvition 48 is extended upward from the
case between the parts operated by the voter
aud the part operated by the election official.

73

8o

In some sections or districts it is necessary Q0

that a person to become qualified to vote
must show that he has paid a poll-tax pre-
ceding election day, and as an incentive to
voie it may be agreed upon the recsipt given
for the payment of the poll-tax that the voter
ghallreceive back acertain percentage thereof
after election day, and therefore to keep the
exact register or tally of each voter means is
provided to receive. his poll-tax receipt or
certificate. When the voter presents him-

95

I:’.‘Jﬁ

self to vote, he hands said receipt or certifi-

cate to the election official, who will pass it

through a slot 49in a receptacle 50, arranged
in the casing.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim &s new and desire to secure by Letteérs

Patent—

1. In a votiog-machine, a case, a plurality
of delivery-rollers, a plurality of take-up roll-
ers, numbered tapes extended betweon the
delivery and take-up rollers, one roller being
forward of the other, blocks movable over
each take-up roller, operative connections
oetween said blocks and the take-up rollers,
fingers extended upward from said blocks, a
rod extended across the machine above said
blocks, avd a lever mounted to slide on said
rod forengaging with either one of the fingers,
sunstantially as specified.

2. In a voting-machine, a case, a plurality

of delivery-rollers, a plurality of take-uproll-

ers, numbered tapss extended between the
delivery and take-up rollers, one roller being
torward of the other, blocks movable over
each take-up roller, dogs carried by said
blocks for engaging ratchet-teeth formed on

105

IIO

115

120

123

the take-up rollers, fingers extended upward -

| from said blocks, & rod extended across the

machine above said blocks, a laver mounted
to slide on said rod for engaging with either
cne of the fingers, aud a table or tablet ex-
tended over said blocks,substantially as speci-
fied.

3. A voting-machine, comprising a case,

{30
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- two sets of deli ‘.*m-y-mllelfs,,fwo sotg of take-
- np rollers, ineans for operating each take-up

roller individually, a sliding plate earried by

8nidmeans and having su apward [y-extended
forward end, a swinging plate forward of each

‘of said sliding piates and. having a ‘down-
‘wardly and tearwardly inelined finger, tha

end of which is normally above the space of

. the upward .extension of the sliding plate,

10

I8

two sets

and & bar connection between the two alined

swinging plates, substantially as specified.

4. A voting-machine,
of delivery-rollers, two sets of take.-
up rollers, means qr oparating each take-up

roller individnally, & sliding plate earried by

said means and having an upwardlyﬁxtepded_ ;

-and of which
the upward extension of the sliding plate, a
‘bar connection between two alined swinging

comprising a case, |

3

forward end, a swinging plate fastened to
eaca of said sliding plates and having a down-
wardly and rearwardly inclined finger, the
i normally above the space of

plates, and representations of candidates ear-
ried by swinging plates,substan tially as speci-
fied. | |

In testimony whereof I have signed my-
name to this apecification in the presence of

two subseribing witnesses . . -
~ ANDREW H. HART.
- Witnesses: . | _

' S. T. PREWITT,
- G. M. Hagnr.
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