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To all whom Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, EDGAR A. BROOKE, a
citizen of the United States,residing at Dillon,
In the county of Beaver Head and State of
Montana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Brake-Levers for Road-
Vehicles; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact deseription
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same. |

My invention hasrelation toimprovements
1n brake-levers for road-vehicles of that kind
or style secured to and located in the vehicle
body or box in position to be readily and con-
venlently manipulated and operated by the
driver or occupant from the seat of the ve-
hicle.

It is the object of the invention to provide
a brake-lever mechanism which is of simpli-
fied construction, efficient in operation, and
durable in use, and which when not in use
may be turned down out of the way and held
locked with the brake-shoes free from the
wheels.

With thisobject in view the invention con-
sists in the novel construction of parts and

their combination, as will be hereinafter fully

described,and thenovelty thereof partloulm ly
pointed out in the claims.

I have fully and clearly illustrated the in-
vention 1n the accompanying drawings, to be
taken as a part hereof, and wherein—

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of the
device as mounted on’ the floor or bottom of

the vehicle, showing the upper hinged or

jointed arm of the brake-leveras being turned

down and held in horizontal position by the
spring-actuated catch. Fig. 2 is a view in
side elevation showing the upper portion or
arm of the lever as having been released from
the catch and thrown into vertical position
by the force of the underlying spring, in
which position the lever is ready for apply-
ing the brakes. Fig. 3 is a top plan view of
the device with the lever and catech in en-
gagemendt,.

Referring to the drawings by letters and
numerals and designating similar parts or
elements in all the illustrations by like ref-
erences, A designates the bottom or foor of
the body of a road-vehicle, which may be of

| any of the approved constructions in that

line. To the floor of the vehicle-body at a
point or location which will afford eonven-
ience in manipulation of the device is secured
a plate 1, constituting the base or foundation
for the cateh and springs. This base-piece
may consist of malleable or cast metal and
made of such dimensions as will adapt it to
the purposes and uses intended. As illus-
trated, it consists of a flat piece of the selected
material formed at its rear end with a vertical
heelpiece 2, upon which the foot of the oper-
ator may rest, and at the front end portion 1s
formed with vertical bearing-pieces 3 4, op-
positely disposed and provided with pintle or
pin ‘holes registering with each other, and
wherein is ﬁtted and secured a pintle or bem -
ing-pin 5, on which is pivotally mounted or
fuleramed a catch B, formed with a forwardly-
projecting lip 6, which engages with the cross-
piece of the upper arm of the lever 1o hold it
down in horizontal position, as shown in Fig.
1 of the drawings. The cateh B is extended
upward and rearward from the lip, as at 6,
and from thence is extended vertically, as at
7, to constitute a footpiece, which, being
pressed upon by the foot of the occupant,
the cateh is lifted from the end of the lever
and permits that element to be thrown up- by
the force of the spring under 1t. At the rear
of the catch on the base-piece is arranged and
secured a flat spring 8, the fixed portion of
which, at its rear end, 1s secured to the body-
plate of the device by a bolt or rivet 9, ex-

tending -through the plate and floor of the

vehicle, and at its front is held firmly by a
clip 10, which clip also serves the purpose of
holding the device firmly and rigidly to the
bottom of the vehicle, as indicated in the
drawings. From adjacent to the front of the
clip 10 or other stay or fastening the spring
8 1s curved upward and rearward and bears
with its face end portion under the curved
end of the catch, serving to press the cateh
forward, so that its lip is caused to engage
over and bear upon the ¢ross piece or bar on
the pivotal bar of the brake-lever.

In suitable bearings 11, secured to the floor

i of the vehicle, is fulerumed-a lever 12, the

lower end of which has pivotal connection
with one end of the brake-rod 13, which is
suitably connected to the brake mechanism

55

60

75

S0

Qo

95

IQG




2

by any proper means or appliances.

- brake mechanism is not illustrated, because
~ that may be of any well-known construetlon

10

‘and style, my invention being applicable to
‘any of zth;e_ well-known brakes in use. The |
. npper portion of the lever 12 projects through
- a slot in the floor of the vehicle and extends
upward-a proper distance and has pivotally
connected to its upper end the brake-lever C.
The lever C consists of a substantial bar of
~such length as may be required and to the
- upper end of which is rigidly fixed a cross
- head or bar 14, which when the lever C is
~turned down engages under the lip of the
The lower end of the lever Cextends
. below its pivotal or fuleram point and is
- formed with a lateral lange or strong lug 15,

cateh. -

o extending a proper distance to the side to en-

.20

gage over and lodge against the front edge
or face of the lever 12, and thus prevent and
~stay the lever C froin being thrown forward
too far and so that when turned to perpen-
dicular position, or substantially so, the lever
12 and lever C will operate in unison orin
conjunction as a single element and by a for-
'wmd movement efteﬁt th(, al)phecttmn of the

T'o EhIOW the le\« er C fm W .«11d 11’1L0 llplln*hti

~position and aid in keeping it in engagement

under the lip of the ecatch, a spring 16 is pro- |
~vided, having its rear end bmtfwly secured:
in or uudm* the base and 1ts pro;

jecting por-

~tion directed upward and bearing aﬁamsn the
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~under face of the pivoted lever C As illus- |
trated in the drawings, the spring 16 is held

in position at the rear by being disposed in
grooves formed 1n the inner side faces of the
bearing-standards of the catch, as indicated
in the drawings.

Asillustrated in Fig. 1 of the drawings, the
lever C is held locked by the cateh and the
brakes thus held, through the connections
therewith, free from engagement with the
wheels. When it becomes necessary to ap-
ply and use the brakes, the requisite force is
applied to the extension or dog of the catch
to lift the lip from the end-of the lever C,
which being accomplished the force of the
spring 16 throws the lever C into vertical po-

50 sition, and then by hand or foot force the le-
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shoes to the wheels.
~When the exigency of bl&klnﬂ" has. pa,sqed

What I elaim is—

1. A brake-lever for bmhe mechﬂ,msm of.
road-vehicles,comprising a base piece or block
secured to the floor of the body of the vehicle,
-a spring-actuated cateh pivotally mounted in
the base-piece, a brake-lever fulerumed to the

floor of the vehicle and having its lower end
connected to a brake-rod, a lmfeI pivotally
secured to the upper por mon of the brake-le- -
ver and formed with a stop at its lower por-
t1on below its pivotal support to engage the |
brake-lever and a cross-piece on its free ond
to engage the catch, and a spring to throw
the prOLdI lever into upmn‘ht pomtmn sub- B
stimtmlly as deseribed.: . SR -
2. A brake-lever for br Lke mechanism of a
;1'0¢td vehicle, comprising a base picce or block
secured on the floor of the vehicle-body and

| formed with a heel-piece at its rear end and
bearings at its front end, a catch plvamlly SRR
mounted in the bearings of the base-piece

and formed with a forw: udlv—du ected lip and .
~a rearward-extended and vertical tootpiece,

The | ver ecan be pushed forward, carrying with it
‘the lever 12 and, through the connections of -
i:the latter to the bra,lies, applv ng the brake-
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fthe lever C is turned down aud the free end
pressed under the lip of the catch, the move- -
[ ment actuating the reled%e OE the brakes R
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a spring to throw the cateh forward, a brake- =

| lever fulerumed to the floorof the vehicle and
connected at 1ts lower end to the brakes, a
lever C pivotally connected to the upperend

of the brake-lever and formed with a later-

ally-extended stop to engage the front face

of the brake-lever, and adapted to turn down
to horizontal position and having a cross-
piece on its free end to engage under the lip
of the cateh, and a spring under the turned-
down lever to throw the same into vertical
position, substantially as desecribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

EDGAR A. BROOKE.

Witnesses:
J. D. JAMES,
J. B. LOGAN.
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