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UNITED STATES

PaTeENnT OFFICE.

DAVID E. HUNTER, OF CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR TO THE

LIBRARY BUREAU, OF BOSTON,

MASSACHUSETTS.

SUSPENSION DEVICE FOR DOCUMENT-FILES.

SPECIFIGATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 664, 755 dated December 25, 1900
| Application filed July 19,1900, Serial No, 24,124, (No model.) |

To all whom Tt may concern.:

Be it known that I, DAVID H. HUNTER, a '

citizen of the United Sldtes and a resident of
Cambridge,county of Middlesex, State of Mas-
sachusetts, haveinvented an Improvementin
Suspension Devices for Deeument-Flles, ot
which the following description, in connection
with the accompanying drawings, 18 a specl-
fication, like letters on the drewings repre-
senting like parts.

It is customary in large offices to have a
large number of files or reeord holders carried
in a cabinet and normally maintained therein
in position to be examined, but not removed,
the files usually being eepeble of sliding in
and out of the compartments sufficiently to

be turned down in position forinspection and

being retained therein by codperating plates
which constitute ‘““suspension devices,” as 1
have herein termed them; and my present in-
vention relates to improvements therein
whereby the cost of manufacture is reduced
and the operation thereof improved and siin-
plified.

The details of construction and operation
of myinvention will be pointed outin the fol-
lowing description, and the invention will be
more particularly defined in the appended
claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents in side
elevation and partly in section a usual file
provided with my suspension attachment
shown in operative relation, the suspended
position of the file being indicated in dotted
lines. Fig. 2 is a sectional detall thereof,
taken on lines 2 2, Figs. 1 and 3. Fig. 3184
horizontal sectional view taken along the top
surface of thesupportingshelf orcabinetseen
from below.

It will be understood that the shelf o of the

cabinet and the file b, comprising a front &',
side rails b2 and bottem 0%, may be of any
usual or preferred kind adapted to hold pa-
pers, cards, or other file matter. The bottom
b3 is lonﬂ'ltudmelly recessed along its unde:
side, being provided with two grooves ¢ ¢/,
the 1a,tter being preferably w1der than the
former, these grooves being separated by a
shallow tongue or rib ¢?, on whieh is secured
a plate ¢, which projects at one side thereot
to constitute a retaining-track.

- At the point which it is desired shall consti-
tute the turning-point, or point of suspension
of the file, I drive in from the edge of the bot-
tom opposite steel pinsc*, which project across
the grooves ¢ ¢’ and constitute a preferred
form of stops, although it will be understood
that unless otherwise specified in the claims
I am not limited thereto.

Cooperatmw with the features thus far de-
scribed is a plate ¢°, adapted to be adjustably
secured by screws or other means ¢® to the
top of the shelf a, along which the file slides.
This plate has oppesﬂe tongues c¢’, which
serve to guide and brace the generdl mech-
anism, seid tongues being upturned at their
extremities to constitute suspension-hooks
c!0, which embrace the stopsc*at proper times
and sustain-the file as the latter 18 turned
thereon. Between the tongues ¢’ is a finger
¢®, which is bent upwardly adjacent the body
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of the plate ¢°, and thence extends horizon-

tally, being provided at its outer end with a
lateral projection ¢, which slides along the
upper surface of the track ¢, as clearly shown
in Figs. 1 and 2, and constitutes a retaining
device, preventing the unauthorized removal
of a file when pulled outwardly.

As already stated, I am aware that it is not
new to have a file suepended in the general
mapner herein shown and described, a,nd I1do
not, therefore, make any broad claims there-
to, inasmuch as my present invention is an
improvement directed to simplifying the con-
struction and rendering it strong and accu-
rate in its operation.
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The separated tongues c¢’, which euppmt '

the weight of the ﬁle, it will be observed, are

nob only widely separated,but extend strai’ght

out in longitndinal line with the body of the
plate ¢°, thereby preventing any liability to
twist or break and also providing at the edges
of the plate a guide codperating with the
grooves in the file, and the provision of these
combined guides and braces at the opposite
sides gives double strength over any device
which might have provision only for a cen-
tral suspension engagement. Moreover, the

provision of the track c® is exceedingly sim-
ple as well as effectual, as it permits me to
secure all the retention necessary by a single
| center guide or track, and the latter, more-

00

95

100




10

£2

over, consists simply of a flat strip of metal,
which does not require even to be struck: out

to any special shape; also, the round steel

stops ¢! give gredt str enn'th and permit a
smooth free pwotel action end allow the parts
to move smeothly in their engagement.

Various minor changes may be resorted to |
without departing frem the spirit and scope

of my invention.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A device of the kind deeembed com-

" prising a file having opposite grooves, an in-
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termediate guide-treek,an d pivotal st-op.s OX-

tending into said grooves, combined with a
plate having oppositesuspension-tongues and

an mtermedlate retaining devwe for engag-
mg said track.
. In a device of the kind described, a
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plate having at its opposite sides iiook-‘-liké.

devices and an intermediate finger, com-

bined with a file having a track to be engaged__ S
on its upper side by %md finger, and pivotal -~

stops to be engaged on theu' under sides by-.'

sald hooks.

3. In a device of the kind descmbed a ﬁle'----

having grooves in its bottom, rotind pins ex-

tending into said grooves, and a plate pro-

vided with eppeswe hook- hke tongues to re-

ceive sald pms and permlt the ﬁle to turn y

thereon.

In testimony whereof I have 51g11ed my
name to this speelﬁcatlen in the presence of_. R

two subscribing witnesses.
DAVID E HUNTER

Wltnesses -
GEO. H. MAXWELL
GEO. W. GREGORY.
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