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To all whom Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, Isaac E. PALMER a
¢itizen of the United Statecs and a remdent of
Middletown, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Connecticut, haveinvented anewand
usefal Improvement in Hammock-supports,
of which the following is a specification.

My 1nvention relates to an improvement

In hammock-supports in which provision is-

made for moving the pairs of supporting-legs
bodily toward and away from each other to
diminish or extend the available length of
the support, as may be desired.

A practical embodiment of my invention
isrepresentedin theaccompanying drawings,
in which-—

Figure 1 1s a view of the support in side
elevation, showing the pairs of legs near the
ends of the backbone or ridge-pole and the
latter extended. Fig. 2 is a similar view
showing the backbone contracted and the
pairs of legs adjusted toward each other from
the end positions. Fig. 3 is an end view.
Fig. 4 1s a transverse section on the line 4 4

‘of Fig. 1, and Fig. 518 a view in side eleva-

tion showing a non-extensible backbone or
ridge-pole. |

In the form shownin Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive,
1 have shown the backbone arranged to both
telescope and fold in addition to the adjust-
ment of the pairs of legsalong the backbone-
sections to which they are connected, while
in Fig. o the pairs of legs are movable towa,rd
and away from each other only by their ad-
justment relatively to the backbone. The
extensible backbone here shown is of the
telescope type and consists of two male sec-
tions A A’, hinged together at a, and two fe-
male sections B B’', arranged to receive the
free ends of the male sections with an easy
sliding movement. The telescoping sections
are here shown as circular in cross-section,
but may be made either polygonal or oval, if
s0 desired.

The sections B B are secured in thedesired
adjustment along the sections A A’ by means
of clamping rollers or disks b, eccentrically
mounted 1n the end of a short skeleton sleeve
C, screwed on the inner ends of the sections

' B B’, one on each, the rollers or disks b be-
ing provided with operating-handles b’ for
throwing them into and out of gripping con-
tact with the sections A A'.

The members D D’ of each pair of legs have
their upper ends provided with castings in
the nature of skeleton socket-pieces d d’, ter-
minating at their ends adjacent to the back-
bone in curved-faced shoes d? and hinged to

sliding collars E E’ on the backbone by pin-

tles e €. The curve on the face of the shoes
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d? is less sharp than the curve of the exterior

of the backbone, as.clearly shown in Fig. 3,
so that when the legs D D’ are spread apart
beyond the normal position the collars E E/,
with the legs, may be slid freely along the
backbone, and when the desired adjustinent
is reached thelegsmay be locked to the back-
bone by drawing them together, thereby
causing the faces of the shoes d? below the
pmtles to tightly grip the backbone. The
legs may be held in their closed adjustment
b_? means of a flexible cord or other suitable
brace I, detachably secured to one or both
of the legs in any well-known or approved
manner. o

- For shipping purposes the legs may be re-
moved from the backbone and the sections B
B’ slid toward each other and then folded to-
gether by means of the hinge a.

In the form of backbone A? (shown in Fig.
5) both the hinged and telescoping features
are omitted, while the legs are made adjust-
ablein a manner quite similar to that already
described. Itis obvious that the hinged fea-
ture of the backbone might be omitted and
the telescoping feature retained. The bodily
movement ot the legs along the backbonead-
mits of utilizing a ground or floor space of
less extent than the minimum length of the
backboneand alsoadmitsof hanging the ham-
mock in a more or less upright or reading po-
sition while maintaining its points of support
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substantially over the pairs of legs, thus re-

quiring a minimuam strength and weight of

backbone to insure a firm | support.

"What I claim as my invention is—
1. A hammock-support comprising an ex-
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tensible backbone, pairs of supporting-legs |
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hinged to the backbone and means for per- | ing the legs in their closed ad] ust.m.‘eﬁ't,-' sub--
mitting the pairs of legs to be moved bodily | stantially as set forth. : T e

toward and away from each other along the In testimony that I claim the foregoing as .. - -
extensible backbone, substantially as set | my inveution I have Signed'my_na'me,i1_1"pres_.}...1-'--__-3_-s._:_-_---..;:.-._-:-.5___._;:_-_:

5 forth. | ence of two witnesses, this 5th day of August, 15 .
9. The combination with a backbone and | 1398. . L SRR
collars arranged to slide along the backbone, B - ISAAC E. PALMER. - ..
of supporting-legs hinged to the collars to Witnesses: I
swing toward each other into gripping con- JOHN . PALMER, )

io tact with the backbone and means for hold- ~ J. B. LALLANDE.
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