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To all whom 1t may conceri:

Be it known that we, WILLIAM TIMOTHY
LANE and JOHN IRVING LLANE, citizens of the
United States,residing at Port Ch ester,county
of Westchester, State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Baskets, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

Our invention relates to baskets of the type
consisting of a frame over which is applied a

flexible covering of canvas or other suitable

material. Baskets of this type have hereto-
fore been made with a supporting-frame lo-
cated either on the inside or the outside of
the basket and carried to the bottom of the
basket. In practice such construction has
been found to be objectionable, owing to the
fact that when a loaded basket is thrown
down—as, for instance, from a man’s shoul-
der to the earth—the blow of impactis taken
npon the bottown of the frame, with the result
that the frame is either bentor broken, and,
further, the bottom portion of the frame will
rapldly wear through the flexible coverlnﬂ*
forming the bottom of the basket.

Our present invention and improvement
consists, essentially, in providing a basket
with a soft, flexible, and collapsible bottom,
and thisis accomplished bycarrying the tlexi-
ble covering which forms the sides and the
bottom of bhe basket below the bottom of the
frame. With such construction the blow of
impact 18 borne by the flexible covering and
the substance, within the basket, with the re-
sult tnat they in a measure yield to the blow
and noinjury is done to the basket as a whole.

The accompanying drawings will serve to
illustrate our invention and in which similar

letters of reference indicate like parts.

Figure 1 is a view in perspective with a por-
tion of the flexible covering at the bottom of
the basket cut away to show the supporting-
frame. Fig. 2 1is a vertical section through
the basket, the dotted lines below the ﬁn'ure
indicating the extension of the basket when
the baskeb is loaded.

In the drawings, A represents the frame,
made of metal or other suitable material, and
which in the present case consists of the ¢ir-

bottom,

cular top portion A’, the rectangular side pof- 50

“tions A% and the bottom braces AS.

In the special construction of frame shown
two bottom braces may be used, as indicated
in the full lines, for large baskets, or a single
bottom brace may be employed, as indicated
in dotted lines, with smaller baskets or those
designed to carry a smaller load.

We do not wish to limit ourselves in any
wise to the particular type of frame to be em-
ployed, as many changes may be md,de from
that shown in the drawmgs

B indicates the covering, which may be ot
canvas or any other suitable material.

below the bottom braces A? and forms what
may be termed the *‘flexible” or *‘collapsi-
ble” bottom B’ of the basket. We prefer
that the bottom of the basket B’, formed by
the covering . B, should be about one-half an
inch below the bottom of the frame; but this
distance may be increased as desired. In
practice we find that when a basketis loaded

its bottom will be distended, as shown at B?,

The .
covering B is carried below the frame A and
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Fig. 2, and this will carry the bottom B’ of

the basket formed by the flexible material

considerably below the bottom of the frame.

It will be readily understood that when the
bottom of the basket is distended downward,
as indicated in Fig. 2, by the load within it
and the basket is thrown down 80 as to strike
upon its bottom the blow will be resisted by the
bottom and the substance within the basket
and that no injury will result to the frame.

Having thus deberlbed our invention,
claim—-

1. In a basket, the combination of a,fra,me_

consisting of an upper portion, side portions
depending from the upper portion, means for
connecting the side portions together at the
and a flexible covering inclosing the
frame and carried as a loose sack without sup-
ports for some distance below the bottom por-
tion of the frame, substantially as and for
the purpose set forbh

2. In a basket, the combination with a sup-"

porting-frame comprising a horizontally-dis-

we
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posed upper portion, vertically-disposed side

| portions and a horizontally-disposed bottom
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said frame inclosing bdld frame and carried
for some distance below the bottom of the
frame, whereby a soft, fiexible and collapsi-
ble bottom is provided for said basket.

3. In a basket, the combination of a frame
consisting of the circular upper portion, the

rectangular sides and the transverse bottom |

braces, of a flexible covering inclosing the
circularand rectangular portions of the frame
and carried ander and at a distance below

the bottom portion of the frame, substan- |

tially as and for the purpose set forth.
4. Asanewarticleof manufacture,a basket
provided with a frame arranged to support

864,654

‘portion, of a covering of flexible material for | and dlstend the top of the basket and sup-_:;i;;

port and distend the sides of the basket. ex-
cept at the bottom of the basket,and a flexi- .

| ble covering inclosing the frame but carried -~

below the frame so as to produce below the 2o

frame a soft, flexible and colld.pmble bottomz;_}.

for the bd,sket

In testimony whereof we affix our Slgna_

tures in the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM TIMOTHY LANE
JOHN IRVIN G LANE -

Wltnesses
- WM. H. FIELD

D. F. LANE. SRR
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