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To all whom it may concermn: -- :
Be it known that I, HERBERT G GRAVES

citizen of the United States, residing at May-?

- ville, in" the county of Tuscola and State of

Mlehlgan haveinvented a new and useful Ax-
Handle Crate, of which the followmg isa specl- F

 fieation. |

- its object to provide an improved device of
- IO
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This invention r eletee to crates, e,nd has for-

this character which is de51g11ed to contain
ax-helves and the like, so as to eonvenlelltly

display the same and to permit of the conven-
“ientremovalandr eplaemn' of individual han-
dles without interfering with the other han-
It is furthermore designed to provide
‘means for supporting the mdlwduel handles
“at a plurality of po:mte so as to separate the
handles and hold them firmly aﬂ‘alnqt Wa,rp-.

dles.

ing or c¢rooking.
Wlth these and other ob]eets in view the

present invention consists in the combination

- and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-

%5

- stood that changes in the form, proportmn ;

after more fully described, shown in the ac-

companying drawings, and pa,rtleula,rly point-

ed out.in the eppended claims, it being under-

~ size, and minor detmls may be _ma,de within
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thescope of the claims without departing from

the epmt or sacrificing any of the a,dvanta,ﬂ'es
of the invention. .

- In the drawings, Flgule 11s a perepeetwe
view of a crate constructed in accordance with.
- the present.invention.

Fig. 2 is a detail plan

section thereof. Fig. 3isa 31m11ar view show |

ing a modified handle—SUpporb
Cmrespondm parts in the several ﬁﬂuree
of the drawings are deelﬂ'neted Dby like Ghdt’-

- acters of reference

40
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Referring to the aceompan}me drawmge '
1 desw‘netes an ordinary ax-handle emte, and
“comprisesthe oppeeltelonﬂ‘ltudmel side pieces

2 and the end pieces 3, which connect the side

pieces and complete the frame of the crate.

In carrying out the present invention it is

'-deswned to prowde a plurality of handle-sup-
'perts 4, which are duplicates in construction

and are located adjacent to the opposite ends
of the crate and at an intermediate point, re-

spectively. Hach of thesesupportsfits snugly
between the opposite sides of the frame of the

crate and is connected thereto by means of

'euﬂseble f&sten1ngs5 whleh are driven throuﬂ'h | (111310121&1 seeurmg means theref01

lengltudmally of the crate,
die 7 may be received within said correspond-

‘other.

‘handle.

ing flat and straight, as indicated at 3.

tive ends of the supports. Projeeting later-

‘ally at opposite sides of each support is a
‘plurality of spaced tongues or projections 6,

which are alined lenﬂ'1tud1nally of the sup-

for the reception of the respective handles.
It will be understood that the corresponding
pockets of the respective supports are alined

eald sides and 1enﬂ‘1tud1nally into the 1espec- .

port and form a series of pockets or recesses
6o

so that the han-

ing pockets, as illustrated in Fig. 1 of thedraw--

ings, whereby the handles are individually
: eupported and are alsoseparated oné from the
By this means each handle is forced
to maintain a straight posmon and is there-
by prevented from warping or crooking, as is

a common occurrence when the handles are
plaeed loosely in the crate.
is stood on end, as shown in Kig. 1, the butt-
end of the ha,ndle frictionally enn'dtres the up-
per support and prevents d1qplacement of the
It will thus be seen that handles
may be placed at opposite sides of the sup-

' ports, and the latter may have as many pock-
ets as the size of the erate and bhe handles W111' :

warrant. |
The form ot suPpmt shown in Flg 2 1S made

tongues 6, the opposite sides of the body be—
A

plura,hty of these body-sections have their ad-

jacent flat sides placed in contact and firmly

connected together by means of the opposite
strips of wood 9, which embrace the- body-

| sections and are secured thereto by means of

suitable fastening devices 10, whereby the

support is preetleally an mteﬂ*ml structure.

This is a convenient manner ef formmﬂ' the

‘supports; but they may be formed from a sin-

ole block of wood, the tongues 6 being formed
by slots made in the epposwe edges of the
bloek. The outer edges of the tongues flare

outwardly adjacent 130 the body, so that the
opposite edges of adjacent tongues converge,
‘whereby the pockets are narrower at. their

inner ends than at the outer ends thereof in
order that the ax-handles may be wedged be-

| tween the walls of the pockets to afford an ad-

The outer

When the erate
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of wood and comprises a plurality of body-
sections 7%, yyhich are provided at opposite
ends with the oppositely-projecting reduced
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~ gide of each end Sectlon .1.1 is flat for 1ts entl,re ]
length, so as to fit snugly against the inner

face of the ad;aeent side of the crate to which
the support is connected in the mannel hel e-
inbefore described.

A modified form of support h&s been shown |
in Fig. 5,1in which each support is formed by
a pair of metallic strips 12, which are folded
longitudinally into convolute form to provide
‘a plurality of outwardly-directed tongues 13,

&

~ whichare spaced to form pockets 81mllar £
- the pockets in the first-described support.

~ The free ends 14 of each strip form attaching-
~ ears, which are applied to the adjacent outel

Ty

' __fastemnn' devices 15..
- is located in the same plane, and the i inner
edges of both strips are arranged adjacent, so

In
- this form of the device the WELHS of the pock—"

20

firm frictional engagement with the handles

25

edges of the respective side pieces of the crate
and are secured thereto by means of suitable
HEach convolute strip

as to form practically a s mﬂ'le support.
ets are elastically yielding, so as to have a

to positively hold them within the pockéts.

It will be understood that the present crate
is open or uncovered at its front and rear |

o sides, so as to effectively display the handles,

‘and as the latter are individually snpporbed'

any of the handles may be taken from the
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~ material thereof should be softer than the
hard-wood ax-helves, so that when the latter
are forced into the seats or pockets the walls
-of the latter will yield, so as to firmly grip the.
helves and hold them in placey Moreover,
the tongues themselves are more or less: elas-'
tically yleldmﬂ' to have the same ﬂ'rmpmg

s

or crooked.

crate and also replaced without disturbing
- the other handles, while at the same time all
of the handles are rlgldly heldin a straight po-

sition to prevent them from becoming warped
In transportation a plura,llty of

crates are connected together, so that the

~open sides thereof are closed to prevent loss
- of the handles, and the latter are effectively
-~ held against looseness and movement by Lhe

'supports o |

When the sﬁ pports are formed of wood the

effect.

" The ax-helve- -receiving seats are &rmno‘ed

in longltudmal groups, ed,eh of which com-

" prises end and intermediate seats, which are

- spaced at intervals less than one- half of the
- length of an ax-helve, the intermediate seat

55

o bamg prefera,bly mldway between the oppo-

site end seats., It is preferable to have three

- geats in each group, and the seats are of a size

60

to firmly embrace the ax-helve, so as to hold
the latter and prevent it from erookmn*
- 'What I claim is—

‘1. A shipping and display cmte for pre-
having ax- |

venting crooking of ax-helves,
helve-receiving seats arranged in aroups, each

 of the latter being adapted for the reception of

a smgle axX- helve and consisting of longitudi- |.
B 65 na,lly almed termlnal and mtermedla,te seats i

664,475

spaeed at intervals less than one- halt‘ of the
length of an ax-helve, and formed to embrace

an ax-helve at Lelmmal and intermediate

points, whereby the helve is held str awht and

15 prevmted from crooking.

A shipping and dl&,plav emte f01 pre-
Ventmg ¢rooking of ax-helves, bOIIlpI‘lSIDU‘ a
frame having OppOSlte side and end pleces
forming a skeleton rectangular frame, which
is open ab its front and rear sides, and trans-
verse end and intermediate substan tially par-

| allel ax-helve supports connected to the op-

posite sides of the frame, the end supports

- being spaced from the ends of the frame to

accommodate the respective ends of the ax-
helves, and the supports having correspond-

'in-g-ax-helve-receivin-g seats, :which are ar-

ranged. in longitudinally-alined groups and

are open at their outer sides for the reception
and removal of the ax-helves, the supports

being spaced at intervalsless than the length
of an ax-helve, and the seats being formed to

79
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embrace -a helve at terminal and intermedi-

ate pomtq whereby the helve is held stmwht

“and is prevented flom erooking.

3. A shipping and display cmte for pre-
venting crooking of ax-helves, comprising end

‘and Slde pieces formmcr a subsbaninally rec-

tangular skeleton flame which is open at its
front and rear, and trmmvelse end and inter-

‘mediate ax- ‘helve supports, which are secured

to the opposite side pieces and are spaced at

‘intervals less than one-half of the length of
‘an ax-helve, the end supports being spaced

from the adJacent ends of the frame t0 ac-
commodate the ends of the helves, and each

support being formed by a plma,llty ol trans-

verse sections, which have laterally-enlarged

intermediate portions, from which projeect the
- opposttely - disposed reduced longitudinal
fingers, the opposite sides of the adJacent en-

larged portions beingin eng:aﬂ'ement and op-

‘posite longitudinal strips embracing the in-

termediate enlarged portions of the sections

‘and secured thereto forming a rigid support,

the adjacent ﬁngerfa being spaced apart aund

forming ax-helve-receiving seats, which are
open at their outer ends for the recemlon and

removal of the helves, the. seats being ar-

‘ranged in groups of .longimdinally-alined end

and intermediate seats, which are formed to
embrace a helve at terminal and intermediate
points, whereby the helve is held straight
and is prevented from crooking, the outer

‘sides of the terminal-suapport sections being

Stralght and flat and secured flat against the
respective inner faees of the f-nde pieces of the

frame.
 In testimony that I ela,lm the foregomg as.

my own I have hereto affixed my 51gnature in
the pl esence of two witnesses.
o HERBERT G. GRAVES.

Witnesses:
JOSEPH EVELAND
“A. J. EVELAND.
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