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UNITED STATES

PATENT

JFFICE.

HUBERT J. ERKENSWICK, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.
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Apphcetlun filed March 2,1398,.

Serla.l No. 672 239, (No model)

To all whom it may coniceri:
Be it known that I, HUBERT J. ERKENS-

~ WICK, a citizen of the Umted States, residing

1O

._.IS

- making the attachments of the frame or
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at Chlcago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented a new and useful
Oonstruetlon for Fancy Boxes, of which the

fTollowing is a specification.

My invention relates particularly to the
construction of faney boxes, but may also be
applied to boxes for many ordinary purposes.

My object is to so form and combine the
pa,rbs of the frame of the box that almost any
friable material may be used—such as glass,

stone, &c.—for the sides, ends, bottom and |

top panels without the necessity of drilling
holes therethrough for ' screws or rivets in

hinges, lock,or such ornaments as may be nec-
essary, as is fully described hereinafter and
illustrated in the accompanying drawin gs, in
which-—

Figure 1isan 1sometr10 perspective view of

fancy box in which is contained my im-

p1'ovements, in- which we will suppose . the

‘sides, ends, and top and bottom panels are of
- Fig. 2 is a transverse section |
illustrated in Figs. 6 and 11, where the parts

plates of glass.
on broken line 13, Fig. 1, showing the frame
of the body of the box and the lid thereof

with the glass plates in position. Figs. 3 and

3% show, respectively, the frame of the body

~ of the box and of the lid on the same section
- as in Fig. 2, but with the plates of glass re-

35

moved to illustrate the parts of the frame
adapted to hold the glass plates securely in
position. Figs. 4 and 5 show, respectively,:
front and edge elevations of the top and bot--

“tom members or halves of a clasp-hinge
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adapted to form one of a pair of hinges for

connecting the lid with the body of the box
without, the use of rivets or screws.
is an isometric perspective view of the four
corner-pieces of the main body of a rectangu-
lar box such as shown in Fig. 1, and there 18
also shown a leetangular frame corinecting
the tops of the corner-pieces and a broken

- line joining the bases thereof, which line in-

dicates the position of a rectanﬂ'ula,r frame

similar to the one connecting the tops of the

- eorner-pieces, but not shown, becauseit would

50

obscure the view of the retd,mmg -lngs which

| DrOJeet at the bottom portion of each corner-

heremafber.

frame at the top of the body of the box.

Fig. 6

,Flgs. 7 and 8 are respectively
a front and an inside or rear elevation of one
of the corner-pieces of the lid of the box,
which is plainly shown in position in KFig. 1
in perspective. Figs. 9 and 10 are respec-

tively top and bottom plans of the corner-
| pleces shown in Figs. 7 and 8.

Hig. 11 shows
in isometric perspective the several parts
comprising the extreme left-hand corner of

the frame of the lid illustrated in Fig. 1, and

also shows a corner of the leetengular frame
which connects the tops of the four corner-

| pieces of the body of the box, and one of the

hinges illustrating manner of connecting the
top ‘member thereof with the frame of the lid
and the lower member with the rectangular
Fig.
12 shows in isometric perspective a 'porbion
of the farther corner of the frame of the lid,
as illustrated in Fig. 1, with the top glass
panel removed to show the corner of & rec-
tangular frame, usually of wire, which is
adapted when in proper position and secured
to hold the extreme top plate of glass of the
lid in position.
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The nrmupa,l features of thisinvention are

of the corners of the frame of both the body
of the box and the lid thereof are plainly

80

shown as they would appear with the glass '

plates removed. The other figures, howevel

are necessary to fully illustrate the eomplete

construetwn

All four of the corner-pieces A are usually
stamped out of sheet metal to the form shown

of an L cross-section and terminate at the
top in a cap A’, which usually projects in-
waldly beyond the upper portions of the cor-
ner-piece. The lower end position of each
corner-piece is projected in the direction of
each member of the L shape intc a bracket
form, such as A? and A? and the base por-
tion of each of these brackets is bent in-
wardly at a richtangle,and then ata distance
equal to the thlekness of the glass panels,
Figs. 2 and 3, lugs A%, A5 AS and A7 are

go
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bent up at a rlcrht a,nble to the last bent por-

tion, one lug, such as A or A?, being left pro-

' Jectmg inwardly in the same plane as the

first bent portion to receive the bottom panel.
The top or head A’ of each corner-piece pro-

piece, which are more particularly described | jects inwar dly sufficiently to receive in con-

100
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- the space between the vertical lugs A% AS,
A% and A" until the ends of the panels at the

- 20

25

© in position and in close contact.
penel may now be lowered into position with.

30

tact therewith and soldered thereto a corner |

of the rectangular frame B, whose outside

faces are disposed inwardly from the inside |

faces of each of the corner-pieces at a dis-
tance about equal to the thickness of the
glass panels, as shown in Fig. 3.

The broken line C', Fig. 6, indicates the DPO-
sition of s reetengulm fleme C, Figs. 2 and

3, like frame B, or of wire C, as shown in

Flg 3, which reetenﬂ‘ulel frame C is usually

soldered to the ver tical luhs Af A5 AS and |

A7 of each of the corner-pieces at a dl_eta,nce
above the horizontal lugs A®or A® ebout equal
to the thickness of the bettom panel.

In assembling the parts of the body of this
box the side and end panels are first slid in

top part pass in under the caps A’, the ends

of the side panels usually being breuﬂ'ht into

contact with the inside faces of the corner-

pieces A, when the ends of the end panels
are plaeed in contact with the inside faces of
the side panels and a suitable form thrown
around the box temporarily to hold the parts
The bottom

its bottom face at the corner portion resting
upon the horizontal lugs A® and A° and the

side edges in contact with the vertical lugs
At AS, &e.

" into the box and is of a size so that it will con-

tactthe verticallugs of each corner-plece down
35

close to the botto m panels, where it is soldered

to the lugs and serves the double purpose of
holding Lhe bottom panel down in position in
contact with horizontal lugs A® and A° and |

~ also preventing the outward movement of the

- 4°

45

lower ends of the corner-pieces. - The tops of
the corner-pieces may now be spread out-
wardly to a short distance, when the rectan-
cular frame B may be placed in position in
contact with the inside faces of the panels of

~ ners of the frame in under the cap A’ of the
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corner-pieces, which latter are now foreed in-
ward into close contact with the ends of the

panels, when the frame B is soldered at the
corners to caps A’ to effectnally hold all the

corner-pieces and side and end panels from
outward movement, Whleh
body of the box.

In the construction of the lid of the box
the corner-pieces D are so formed that in-
stead of producing a rectangular shape in all
the dimensions, as in the body of the box,

the side and end panels are disposed at an
angle to a vertical line, so as te produee &

chamfered top margin.

The vertical lugs of the corner-pieces A are: |
represented in corner-pieces D by the two
lugs D"and D2 which are adapted, in combi-
nation with the body of the corner-pieces, to
yieldingly clasp the upper corner portions of
| the side and end panels. | |

The rectangular metal frame C,
Flgs 2 and 3, ueuelly of wire,1s now loweredj

completes the

664,471

together by eo'ldder'me to form -a, feetenﬂ'uler
freme by means of connecting-bars E, ha,v-
ing an L-shaped cross-section, Flge 2, 3, 11,

-and 12.

The panels of glass forming the eldes and
ends of the ehemfered part of ‘the lid are slid

into positions under the corner-pieces until

the inside edges contact with the outwardly-

‘projecting member E’ of the L-bars E, whlch

serve as stops.

when soldered together form a frame which
flares outwardly _et the inside surface, and
the top panel of glass F, Figs. 1 and 2, is
ground at the edﬂes to fit thls flaring surfaee

and of a size to 1est with its outside surface

70

75

-All the L-bars B and the corner-pieces D |

80

even with the corner at the beginning of the

flaring surface, so that a
fer'med

A rectangular wire G, in eloee contact with
the inside surface of t0p panel T, is soldered

- to the corner-pieces D and also to the L.-bars

E for holding the top glass panel in position
and to add strength to the frame formed of
the L-bars and corner-pieces.

The manner of securing the members of the
hinges to both the body of the box and the
lid bhereef will illustrate also how the parts
of a lock may be attached or of any orna-
mental parts which may be necessary to add
beauty to the design and at the same time

serve to hold the eeverel panels of glass in

position whieh form the sides and ends of the

lid. - The sepamted members of one of these

hinges are shown in Figs. 4 and 5. The out-
Werd portion H or H’ of each member is of a

amount of the top and bottom side panels.
The inside portion I or I of each member is

integral with the outside portion, the eye for

the pwetal pin being formed between the two

portious,which lat ter are separated about the
amount of the thickness of the glass panels,

| _ 'S0 as to elasp them closely.
the sides and ends of the box and the cor- |

W hen the hinges
are placed and secured in position, usually
the lower member of each hinge is slid down

‘into contact and astraddle the. top edge por-

tion of. the side panel of the box, the inside
portion I’ being disposed between the rectan-
gular frame B and the inside surface of the

‘panel, when it is firmly soldered to the frame

B, Fig. 11. After the lower members of a set

| of hinges are secured in position the top mem-
bers may be slid astraddle the side panel of
‘the lid until into contact with the lower edge

portion, when the upper end of the inside
portion I of the hinge will be in contact with

the L-bar E, Fig. 11, at E?, when it is secured

by soldering. It is obviousthat any desired
number of hinges may be attached in this
manner and thet ‘each hinge serves the double

purpose of a pivotal center for the lid and a

stop to hold the side panel from sliding out.

‘sunken panel is

go
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length to cover about the same proportionate
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It is also obvious that the parts shown as a

“hinge by the removal of the pivotal pin may

also serve for the attachment of a padloek,

'All the corner-pieces of the lid are Jomed | or the lower 011ts1de member of the hinge
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may be formed mto a box for lock mecha,n-
ism, whose catch is attached to the upper
member or the upper member alone may

serve when soldered to the L-bar E to hold
the front panels in position when no lock is
It has been found in _practice, how- |

used.
ever, in boxes of ordinary small sizes that the
end panels and the front panel when no lock
is attached may be held in position by the

pressure of the corner-pieces D alone upon
the lugs thereof and upon the L-bars without

addmonal expedients. It is obvious that

should any of the panels of a box of this kind
be broken they may be easily replaced with-

out much éxpense, and in the construction

shown in the drawings the front end panels

of the lid, if broken, may be easily withdrawn

—and replaced with new panels by a pelson of
: ordmary skill.

20

I claim as my invention—
1. Inaconstructionforfancy boxesa mea,ns

. for securing the sides,ends and bottom panels

.-30
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of the body of the box in position, consisting
of corner-pieces contacting the outside sur-
face of the box and covering the corner-joints
between the ends of the panels thereof, the

upper ends of the corner-pieces connected by

means inside the box and in contact with the
inner surface of the panels thereof, each cor-
ner-piece projecting inwardly at the lower

end and adapted to suppart the bottom panel
of the box, and means inside the box for con-
- necting the ends of all the corner - pieces,
“which means also serves to hold the bottom

panel in position, substantially as herembe-

- fore shown and described.

- 2. In a construction for fcmcy boxes, the

lid thereof comprising a series of panels held |

- in position by means of a series of corner-

40

pieces adapted to clasp the ends of the panels

thereof and cover the joints between the
panels at the corners of the lid, pieces con-
- necting the upper terminal ends of the cor- |
‘ner - pleees and formmg therewith a fra,me

664, 4'?1 |

corner - pieces and serving to hold the top
panel thereof in position, in the manner sub-
stantially as and for the purpose stated.

3. In a construction for fancy boxes, the
combination, with the corner- -posts, each of
which is L- sha,ped in cross-section and has
each side projected into a bracket, the base

of each bracket being bent inwardly and hav-
ing portions thereof bent upwardly, a frame

secured to the upwardly-projecting portions
of said bases, and meauns for connecting the
tops of the posts together. - |

4, In a construetwn for fancy boxes, the

j_eombmatwn with the corner-posts, each of
which is L-shaped in cross-section and has

the top and bottom portlons thereof bent in-

| wardly, the lower portion of each member of
| the. L. being extended into the form of a

bracket, of a frame secured to said 1nwa1dly-

-.prOJectlnﬂ' portions at the top and bottom for

securing the walls and the bottom in place,

said frames being at a distance from the L-.
shaped portions equcl,l to the thwkness of the

W&HS
5. A fancv box, the fra,me of which com-

ada,pted to receive the top panel of the lid, 45
means inside the 1id also connecting ail the

50
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.

prises angular posts and angular frames se-

~eured. to the tops and bottoms thereof, the
tops of the posts being bent inwardly and the
bottoms being bent 1nwa,rdly and a portion

75

thereof bent upwmdly the walls of the box

being secured between the bent portions of

the tops.and bottoms and the boftom being
secured between the bottoms of the posts and

‘the framesecured to the bent portions thereof.
In testimony that I c¢laim the foregoing I -

ha,ve hereunto set my hand, this 21st day of
Decembel 1897, in the presence of mtnesses

o HUBERT' J ERKENSWICK
Wltnesses o | S
- H. L. BROWN,
- OsCAR SNELL.

80"'.
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