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Io all whom it may concerwn:

Beitknown thatI, GEORGE T. TREADWELL, |
a citizen of the Umted States, and a remdent |

of Selma, in the county of Dallas and State of
Alabama, have made a certain new and useful
Invention in Collapsible Crates; and I declare
the following te be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the mventlon such as will enable
others skilled in the art to WhICh 1t appertains

to make and use the same, reference being had

to the accompanying dmwmws and to lebters
of reference marked ’uhereon which form a
part of this specification.

Figurel isa plan view of the crate.
Is a side elevation of the same. Tig. 3is a
section on the line 3 3, Fig. 1. Fig. 4isa plan
view of the crate eollcmpsed Fln' 5 1s a side
view of the same. Fig. 6is a detml view of
one of the loops V. Fig. 7 illustrates in de-
tail one of the fastening-hooks Z. -

The object of the invention is 130 provide a
knockdown or collapsible crate; and it con-
sists in the construction and novel combina-
tions of parts, as hereinafter set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating
the invention in connection w1th a crate es-
pecially adapted to contain chickens, the let-
ter A designates the bottom of the crate; B B,
the sides hin ged thereto; C C, the ends hin ﬂ*ed
to cleats bhereof and D the top or cover.

Fig. 2

- Thebottom A GOHSIStS of longitudinal strips

or slats a, which are secured together by
means of the eross strips or cleats b on the
lower surface at the ends and middle of said
bottom. At the ends on the upper surface
of the bottom are secured the risers or cleats
¢, which also extend across and serve to hold
the ends of the bottom slats in a clamping
manner. 'Theendsofthe riser-cleatsare bev-
eled, as indicated at d.

Each side B consists of the longitudinal
slats e and the cross-slats f, whereby the slats
e are secured together at such distance apart

as is desirable to leave between them an in-

terval g, which may be closed with wire-net-
ting h. The sides are connected to the outer
bottom slats by means of hinges /&, which are
placed sufficiently inward to permit the sides
when raised to standing position to abut
against said outer bottom slats, and thus ac-
quire a firm position at right angles to the
bottom. When in such standing position,

-hinges, (indicated at k'.)

| portion of its ends and sides.

‘the loop or serew-eye [, which is secured to
the middle of the outer bottom slat, abuts

against the middle portion of the side and as-
sists in holding it firmly in position.

The ends C C are of similar construection to
the sides, consisting of the slats m and the
cross-pieces 7, Wthh connect, said slats, and
when in upr w'ht position abut aﬂ‘amst the
cleat-risers ¢ of the bottom. These ends are
connected to the cleat-risers by means of
The ends are not
so broad as the sides of the crate, being
hinged to the risers, and when both ends and
sides are unfolded to upright position their
upper edges are in the same plane or flush
with each other in proper position to receive
the top D. The openings between the slats
of the ends may be covered with wire-netting.

The top or cover consists of the longitudi-
nal slats p and the transverse end slats g, to
which they are secured. Intervals between
the slats may be covered with wire-netting,
and a hand-opening is provided at » for access
to the crate. A cover s is provided for this
hand - hole, said cover being usually hlnc-'ed

‘and being secured by means of a button s'.

Through the side and end slats of the top
are made small slots 7 to receive the loop ends
of the wire loops v, which are secured to the

| upper slats of the sides and ends and passing

through said slots provide eyes for the. fas-
tening-hooks 2z of the top. These fastening-
hooks ar e provided with spring-stops, (111d1-
cated at z',) which serve to prevent the hooks
from escaping casually from the loop-eyes.

looped upper ends, the double shank portions
v', and the diverging branches »”, which have
offset or bent ends w, adapted to be driven
into the slats, as indicated. The shanks are
then secured by means of staples a'.

The end slats of the sides are notched, as
indicated at ¢', to provide for passing the
joints of the end hinges when the sides are
ratsed to upright position,in which theyabut

‘neatly against the ends of the crate.
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‘The loops v are of wire and consist of the
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The top or cover is provided upon its bot-

tom at the middle of each side with a hook /'.

When the crate is in upright position, it is
held securely by means of the loops v and
hooks z and is firmly braced bw the abutting
When itis not
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in use, it can befolded for storage or transpor-
tation by releasing the hooks from the loops
», removing the top temporarily, folding down
the sides against the bottom, folding down
the ends on the sides,and placing on said ends
the top or cover, which is then secured to the
bottom by connecting its middle hooks [ with
the middle eyes [ upon the topof the bottom.
The crate is thus secured in collapsed form
and is ready for shipment ot storage.

Having described this invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
1S—

In a collapsible erate, the combination with
the bottom portion, having the side and end
portions hinged thereto to fold down there-
upon, of the loops or eyes secured to the top

664,192

of said side and end portions, the removable
cover having slots in its sides and ends ar--

ranged to receive said loops or eyes, pivoted

catehes secured to the top of said cover foren-
cagement with saia loops to secure the parts

of the crate in their normal positions, addi-
tional pivoted catches secured to said cover,
and loops or eyes upon said crate-bottom for
engagement with said last-named catches to
secure the parts of the crate together when
collapsed, substantially as specified.
In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
GEO. T. TREADWELL.,
Witnesses:
J. T. LUMSDEN,
JNO. 8. IFORD.
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