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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

FREDERIK AUGUST JACOBSEN, OF AUSTIN, TEXAS.

HITCHING-STRAP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 663,573, dated December 11, 1900.
Application filed February 16, 1900, Serial No. 5,503, (No model.) |

To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, FREDERIK AUGUST JA-
COBSEN, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Austin, in the county of Travis and
State of Texas, have invented a new and use-
ful Hitehing-Strap, of which the following is
a specification.

This invention relates to hitching-straps,
and has forone object toprovide an improved
device of this character which 1S constructed
for convenient application to and removal
from a hitching-post, and 1s particularly de-
siened to snugly embrace a smooth post, so
as not to slip down to the ground, and also
arranged to prevent accidental disengage-
ment of the device by a movement of the ani-
mal. It is furthermore designed to provide
animproved shidable catch whichis provided
with means for adjustably securing the catch
to the strap, so as to be 1n proper position
for engagement with the usual hook at one
end of the strap for the purpose of forming a
loop to embrace the hitehing-post.

With these and other objects in view the
presentinvention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully described, shown in the ac-
companying drawings,and particularly point-
ed out in the appended claims, it being un-
derstood that changes in the form, propor-
tion, size, and minor details may be madé
within the scope of the claims without de-
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of
the advantages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 18 a perspective
view showing the application of a hitching-

strap constructed 1n accordance with the

present invention, Kig. 2 is a detail longi-
tudinal sectional view thereof. Fig. 3 is a
detail perspective view of the slidable body
of the catch. - |

Corresponding parts in the several figures
of the drawings are designated by like char-
acters of reference.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
1 designates the hitching-strap, which may
be of leather or rope, as desired, and provided
at one end with any suitable hook—as, for
instance, a snap-hook 2. |

Slidable longitudinally upon the strap is an
adjustable catch 3 for engagement with the

snap-hook to form a loop 4 for engagement
with a hiteching-post 5.

By reference to Fig. 3 of the drawings it

will be seen that the body of the slidable
catch is formed from a single piece, which is
bent longitudinally into a hollow body or
frame 6, at one end of which is a laterally-in-
clined and forwardly-extended ear 7, having
a central perforation or opening 3 to form an
eye or link for engagement with the snap-
hook, as shown in Fig. 1. At the opposite
end of the catch the side of the body 18 cut
away and bent outwardly into the opposite
bearing ears or flanges 9, which are upon the
same side as the link or eye 7 and are pro-
vided with the corresponding perforations 10.

Extending longitudinally of the inner side
of the body is a clamping-jaw 11, which has

its onter extremity located between the bear-

ing-ears, so as to bind against the strap
through the cut-away portion of the body.
At each edge of the jaw is a lateral lug 12,
which has a bearing in the perforation of the

adjacent bearing-ear, soas to fulerum the jaw

intermediate of its ends. Secured tothe un-
der side of the inner extremity of the jaw 1s
a leaf-spring 13, which has its forward free
end 14 bowed, so as to frictionally ride npon

I the body of the catch, and thereby normally

force the outer end of the jaw into the space
between the bearing-ears to bind upon the
strap. |

In the application of the device the strap is
inserted through the hollow body of the catch
with the link end extending toward the hook,
so as to be engaged therewith to form a loop,
as indicated in Fig. 1. By pressing inwardly
upon the spring-jaw 11 the outer end may be
freed from engagement with the strap, so that
the catch may be adjusted longitudinally of
the strap to accommodate the device to the
size of the post to which the hitching-strap 1s
to be applied. | B

From the foregoing description it will be
apparent that after the looped portion of the
strap has been engaged with the post the catch
is held against aceidental outward movement
upon the strap by means of the spring-jaw,
and thereforethe loopcannot become loosened

by a movement of the animal. Thus the loop

is maintained at the original point of appli-
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cation, and there is no dangerof the strap be-
coming disengaged from the post. When 1t
is desil'*ed to remove the strap from the post,

the spring-jaw is pressed inwardly, so as to

release the strap, and the catch may beshipped
outwardly upon the strap, so as to loosen the
loop, which may then be taken trom the post,
orthe hook may be disengaged from the catch,
as desired. Moreover, the harder the animal
pulls upon the strap the tighter the loop will
be drawn about the post, as the strap can slip
outwardly through the catch.
What I claim is-—

1. The combination with a hitching-strap,

having a hook at one end thereof, of a slid-
able catch for engagement with the hook, and
comprising a hollow body slidable upon the
strap, and having a link or eye at its inner
end for engagement with the hook, and a
spring-actuated jaw fulecrumed intermediate
of its opposite ends upon the body, the outer
end of the jJaw being arranged in frictional
engagement with the strap, and the opposite

inner end portion extending longitudinally

of the adjacent side of the bed y.

663,573

2. As an article of manufacture, a slidable
catch for a hitching-strap, comprising a hol-
low body folded from a single blank of ma-
terial, and having opposite open ends, one
end of one lon C"ltlldllil&l side thereof being ex-

tended beyond the body and provided with a

perforation to form a link or eye, the opposite
end of the same side being cut away to form
an opening, and the opposite sides of the cut-
away por tion being bent outwardly to form
bearing-ears, and a bowed spring-actuated
jaw fulcru med intermediate of its ends upon
the bearing-ears, the outer end of the jaw
working in the opemnﬂ' formed by the out-

tion of the jaw extendmﬂ longitudinally of
the adjacent side of the body. |
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
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| mvdly—bent ears, and the opposite end por- 4o

my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein -

the presence of two witnesses.
| FREDERIK AUGUST JACOBSEN.

Witnesses:
C. H. PHILIPPI,
R. H. WILLIS.
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