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To all whom it may concerw:

Beitknown that I, WILLIAM FARLEY BREW-
STER, & citizen of the United States, residing
at New York city, in the county and State of
New York, have invented a Flexible dupport-

ing St ueture for Electric Lamps, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention consists, essentially, in com-
bining with a series ot 1"eeeptaeles for incan-
descent electric lamps a series of flexible and
adjusmble connections arranged between

such receptacles, by reason of which the re-

ceptacles and the contained lamps may be
given and fixed in any required position or
frloumnﬂ——quch for instance, as may be re-
qmred to indicate letters, ﬁoureb ornamen-
tal designs, &c.

My invention further relates to various de-
tails of construction of the lamp-receptacles
and the flexible and adjustable connections
employed with the receptacles.

The object-of my invention is to provide a
supporting structure for electric lamps which
may be altered at will to permit a rearrange-
ment of the receptacles and lamps to indicate
different letters, figures, or designs and with-
out requiring anything more than the manip-
ulation of the lamp-receptacles to the new po-
sitions required and fixing them in such new
positions.

The accompanying dlawmﬂs will serve.to
illustrate my invention, in which similar let-
ters of reference indieate like parts.

Figure 1 is a rear view showing a number
of lamp - receptacles connected together
through flexible and adjustable mechanical
and electrical connectiors. Fig. 2 1is a par-
tial section and elevation taken on the line
X X of Fig. 1, looking upward. FKig. 5 18 a
vertical section taken on the line Y Y of Kig.
1. Fig. 4 is a plan view of the bottom of the
upper portion of one lamp-receptacle, show-
ing the manner in which the electrical con-
ductors are disposed and connected.

Referring first to Fig. 3, the lamp-recep-
tacle consists of the upper portion A, which
may be formed of wood, rubber, or any suit-
able material, and the lower portion B, pref-
erably formed of porcelain or other insulat-
ing material. Loecated in the center of the

11]_)‘061 portion A there is arranged the usunal
lamp-socket C, such as 1s eommonl;y employed |

conducting

with electric incandescent lamps and which
counsists, essentially, of an interiorly- threaded
tabe D of spun brass, which is connected to
one of the circuit- eonductms———as for in-
stance,the conductor E—through the medinm
of the secrew B’ and a plug F, of brass or other
material, msulated from the
socket C and cbnnected to the opposite con-
ductor G through the medium of a serew G'.
In place of using the particular form of socket
shown any ﬁammble construction of socket
may be employed.
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The outer face of the reseptacle A 1s . made 65

concave, and this concavity H may be treated
with any material, if desired, which will give
it a reflecting-surface. I represents a ring

of rubber or other suitable material, located
in the conecavity H and under a shoulder J,
formed upon the lower part of the lamp K
The object of this ring is to make a water-
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tight joint between the base of the lamp and

the socket (.

Connected to the base of the lamp-recepta-
cle is a metallic ring L, plmided with thread-
ed openings L, ddapted to receive the screws
M, by means of which the lower portion B of
the lamp-receptacle is secured to the portion
A. Any suitable means of connecting these
parts may be em ployed instead of that shown.

N is a rubber ring introduced between the
parts A and B. The object of this ring is to
form a tight joint between the parts A and
B. The upper surface of the part B has
formed in it a cavity, in which is located the
threaded bolt O, the end of which is carried
through and out at the bottom or rear of the
part B

- P represents a threaded washer on the bolt
O located in a countersunk recess @ in the
base of the upper surface of the part B. The
object of this washer is to form a bearing-
surface against which the device for connect-
ing the lamp-receptacles together may bear.

R representslinks of metal or other suitable
material perforated with an opening to re-
ceive the bolts O. These links I prefer to
oive the shape of oblong plates with rounded
ends R’. The plates may be flattened through-
out their length or one end or both ends
turned upward and disposed in a difierent

horizontal plane, as at R, if desired.

S is a thumb-nut.
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T represents ordinary sleeves, such as are
commonly used to conneet the ends of elec¢-
trical conductors. The electrical conductors
K and G may, if desired, be incased in ruab-
ber sleeves U..

In the practical embodiment of my inven-
tion it is my purpose to provide each recep-

tacle with one link R and preferably to make

~one end of the link flat and the other benft

upward and disposed in a different horizon-
tal plane from the rest of the link. By this

arrangement when two or more receptacles

are connected together their faces may b
maintained in the same plane.

1t will be readily understood from the fore:
going description that when it is required to
fm'm a letter, figure, or design the recepta-

cles will first be placed in the required posi- .

tions_-, and the SHCLGhSi‘V@ or adjfwent 1€-r:’-ﬂptf1-

thumb 111_113.5 may be muned down to f{:nw the

ends of the links together and upon the

washer P.
In this speci

ication I have described only

an oblong link as a means forconnecting the

lamp- -receptacles together and a thumb- nut

for retaining the parts in the required posi--
Manifestly various other mechanical

tions.
devices may be used which will permit the
existence of a flexible relation between the
different lamp-receptacles and yet embody
the Intent of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, I

claim—

1. The combination with a series of lamp-
receptacles, of a series of link connections
between them, and means for defining the
positions of the receptacles relative to each
other.

2. The combination with a series of lamp-
receptacles, of a series of link connections
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between them, each link formed as a flat
pla,tea with one end turned upward and in a
different horizontal plane, and means for de-
fining the p(}blf:l()l] of the 1eceptacles re]atwe
to. eaeh other.

3. The combination w1th a series of l&mp-. |
1"'eceptcmle&,, each receptacle consisting of two
parts, one part connected to the eleetrical'

conductors and carrying a socket for the
lamps, and the other part connected to an
adjustable connectling device, a series of ad-
justable connecting devices, and means for
defining the pO‘althll of the Peeeptacles rela-
tive to eaeh other,

4. The combination with a series of lamp-
receptacles, each receptacle consisting of two

parts, one part having a concave l'eﬂecting-'- |
face and carrying the usval socket, and the
other

part carrying a projecting bolt and
thumb-nut, and a series of adjustable con-
nections interposed between the receptacles.

5. A supporting strocture for electric
lamps, comprising a series of independent re-
ceptacles, a series of independent connect-

‘ing devices which will permit relative move-

ment of the receptacles, while maintaining

thelir distance, and means for fixing the po-

sition of the receptacles.
6. The combination with a series of lamp-

receptacles, of a connecting device between

pairs of such receptacles which will permit
of the position of the receptacles relative to
each other being altered, while maintaining
the distance bﬂtween such receptacles.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM FARLEY BREWSTER.

Witnesses: |
J. K. PEARSON,
W. H. PUMPHREY,
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