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To all whom it mualy CONCEPTL:

Be it known that I, GEORGE E. RUTLEDGE,
a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of Chicago, county of Cook, and State of
Tllinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Knitted Underwear, of
which the following is a specification, and
which are illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, forming a part thereot.

This invention relates to knitted under-
wear, and has for one object the reinforce-
ment of the parts of the garment or garments
which are subjected to the greatest wear—as
the under portion of the sleeves near the
shoulder, the body portion immediately be-
low the sleeves, and the inner portions of the
thigh. |

A further object is to strengthen the fabrie
at the seams, so that when the garment is
made non-tubular and then seamed together
there will be an increased strength of ma-
terial to receive the seaming-stitches.

A further purpose of the invention is to ac-
complish such reinforcing without rendering
the garment bulky.

These objects are attained by increasing
the number of stitches in the parts to be re-
inforeced in excess of the number utilized In
fabricating the other portions ot the garment.

Intheaccompanyingdrawingslhave shown
whatis known asa“union” suit,though thein-
vention relates to two-piece suits as well.

Figure 1 is an elevation of a union suif,
and Fig. 2 is an elevation of a sleeve before
seaming. |

In the fabrication of underwear, particu-
larly for the use of ladies, it is usual to knit
the garment with a comparatively open stiteh,
following what is known in the knitting art
as ‘“‘one and two” or ‘“two and two”, &c., as
distinguished from eclose - knitted work 1n
which all of the needles of a knitting-machine
are brought into action, and which work 1s

characterized as “‘one and one”, and in whieh

the largest number of stitches is made ot
which the machine is capable, and hence 1n
which there is used a greater quantity of
yarn than when the more open form of work
i followed. In knitting the garments with

the open stitches those parts at which there
is much chafing quickly wear out, and here-
tofore it has been the practice in many in-

stances to reinforece such parts by stitching
on an extra piece or patch, and in some in-

stances reinforcement has been secured by 55

the use of double.yarn. Both of these meth-
ods of reinforcement are objectionable, be-
cause they render the garment bulky and un-
comfortable.

In the garment illustrated in the accompa- 60

nying drawings those portions which are sub-
jected to much wear—such as the sides of the
body, as represented at A, the under portion
of the sleeve at its juncture with the body, as

represented at B, and the inner sides of the 65

leg portions and extending upwardly to the
waist, as represented at C—are formed of
close-knitted work, each line in the drawings.

répresenting a wale or rib. The remaining

portions not subject to as great wear—such as 7o

the front D of the body -portion, the waist
portion E, and the leg portions I, extending
from the ankle to the waist other than along
the inner seam—are shown as being of open-

knitted work, some of the intermediate nee- 75

dles being out of action, so that the ribs or
wales are farther apart. DBy this construc-
tion more stitches are formed, and conse-
quently more yarn used alongthe edges of the

fabric as it is knitted, so that when seamed 3o

up there is ample material to hold the seam-
ing-stitches, and the parts subjected to the
oreatest wear are sufficiently reinforced by
the use of a greater quantity of yarn toren-

der them practically as durable as the remain- 83

ing portions of the garment.

I show the reinforcements of the side por-
tions of the body, as at A, as extending up to
the shoulder, as shown at ¢. Thisfeature is

not so important to the garment when fin- 9o

ished, excepting that it provides a stronger
seamn for the attachment of the sleeve, but is
rather incidental to the cheapness of manu-
facture, it being a laborious task as knitting-

machines are now organized to discontinue 95

intermediate walesin the knitting operation.
The garmentshown is knitted from the cutt
portions upwardly. | ;
I claim as my invention—

1. The herein-described knitted undergar- 100

ment, having the inner sides of its sleeves,
the side portions of its body and the Inner
sides of its legs formed with a greater num-
ber of stitches than are.employed in the re-
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maining portions of the garment by the in-
troduetion of mtermedmte wales.

2. The herein-described knitted undergar-
ment, having at the inner side of the arms at
the juncture thereof with the body portion,

a greater number of stitches than in thesame

area in the outer portions of the garment,
such stitches being formed by the 111131*061110—
tion of intermediate wales.

i'l;h'l
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i

3. The herein- descnbed kmtted undergar- 10
ment, having its sleeves provided with gores
111tegr-a,1 Wlth the remainder of the slee_ve but
having relatively a greater number of wales.

GEORGE E. RUTLEDGE.
Witnesses: '

PAUL CARPENTER,
LovuIis K. GILLSON.
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