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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ROSS B. KIRKWOOD, OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE.

ENVELOP-MOISTENER.

—

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 663,501, dated December 11, 1900.
Application filed July 17,1900, Serial No. 23,940, (No model.)

To all whom 76 may concer:

Be it known that I, Ross B. KIRKWOOD, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chat-
tanooga, in the county of Hamilton and State
of Tennessee, have invented a new and use-
ful Envelop-Moistener, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

My present invention relates to a novel en-
velop-moistener, and comprehends the em-
ployment of a device for moistening envelops
in combination with a pen-rack and ink-well.

The object of the invention is to provide
an ornamental and Inexpensive ar ticle of
desk furniture having provision whereby en-
velops, wrappers, or other cummed surfaces
may be moistened to facilitate the sealing
thereof without the necessity for employing

the tongue, wet sponges, or other inconven-

ientexpedients whichare ordinarilyemployed
for this purpose.

To the accomplishment of this end the in-
vention consists in providing an ornamental
base formed with wells for the reception of
the ink or the ink-bottles and supporting a
pen-rack composed of a number of upstand-
ing brackets one of which isextended totform
a soeket for the reception of thespring-pressed
head of a presser-foot staff, which latter 1is
provided with a presser-foot designed to be
yvieldingly urged against a wick-roller car-
ried by the movable.-cover of a water-recep-
tacle and having its lower portion submerged
in the water, so that as the wick-roller is ro-
tated by the passing of an envelop under the
presser-foot the gummed surface will be thor-
oughly moistened.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

is a perspective view of my device complete.

Fig. 2 is a central transverse section there-
through, and Fig. 3 is a detail sectional view
of the presser-foot and its mounting.
Referring to the numerals of reference des-
ignating corresponding parts in each of the
views, 1 indicates a base constructed of any
desired material and in any preferred orna-
mental form and comprising two or more ink-

~wells or ink-bottle receptacles 2, suitably
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spaced and braced byan mtermedlate curved
wall or flange 3, which, with the curved walls
of the wells 2, imparts an ornamental appear-
ance to the front-of the buse. The top or

surface plate 4 of the base 1 is extended rear- |

wardly and is supported at its rear edge by
vertical flanges 5,extending downwardly from
the plate 4 and rearwardly from the wells 2,
the lower edges of the flanges 3 and 4 and the

bottoms of the wells 2 constituting the sup-

ports of the base. The base 1is surmounted,
preferably at its center, by a reservoir or wa-
ter-receptacle 6, the walls of which may be
and preferably are integral with the base.
The top of the receptacle 6 is closed by a
hinged cover 7, which also constitutes a car-
rier “for the wick-roller S, and for the recep-
tion of the latter 1s promded an opening 9, at
the opposite ends of which are formed a pa,ir
of inwardly-extending bearing-flanges 10,
abutting against the opposite ends of the
roller 8, whose periphery extends through
the opening 9 to permit the exposure of the
wick 11 above the cover 7. It is desirable
that provision be made for readily remov-
ing the roller 8 for the purpose of renewing
the wick, which is preferably in the form of
a sleeve surroundmﬂ' the roller. To effect
the removable mounting of the roller through
the medium of a device which will also con-
stitute locking or retaining means for the
cover 7, I provide a roller-shaft 12, piercing
the r oller axially and passed through the front
wall of the reservoir 6 and the bemm o-flanges
10 of the cover, as illustrated in Fw' 2 of the
drawings. The shaft 12 is provided with a
head 13 upon the exterior of the water-recep-
tacle to facilitate the removal of said shatt
for the purpose of effecting the release of the
cover from the receptacle and of the roller 8
from the cover.

Directly above the roller is mounted what
may be termed a *‘ presser-foot” 14 having its
under surface curved, as shown in Fig. 1,
and provided with an upstanding stafi 15,hav-
ing a terminal head 16 located to move within

splmﬂ'-soeket 17. The presser-foot 14 is
deswned to be yieldingly urged against the
wwk-eovered cylinder by a 0011 or othel SU1b-
ablespring18,located within the spring-socket
17 and bemmﬂ' at its opposite ends against

the upper end of the socket and acra,mst the .

head 16. For the purpose of regulatlnn‘ the

position of the presser-foot at its lowest limit
of movement and for the additional purpose
of regulating the resistance of the spring 13
a slightly—elongated threaded plug 19, loosely
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erative relation with a wick- -carrying roller
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pierced by the staff 15, is screwed into the
lower end of the socket 17 and is provided
with a knurled flange 20, by means of which
the plug may be easily serewed to any de-
sired position for the purposes stated.

21 indicates a guide-flange extending up-
wardly from the cover 7 adjacent to one end
of the roller 8 to guide the envelops, wrap-
pers, or other gummed surfaces, which are
passed between the presser-foot and wick for
the purpose of moistening the gum. It will
appear that when the envelop or the like is
slipped edgewise under the presser-foot the
latter will yield to permit the free passage
thereof, but will exert sufficient pressure to
cause the movement of the envelop to rotate
the wick-roller for the purpose of insuring

the thorough saturation of the wick and the

presentation thereof to the gum, it being ob-
served that the lower part of the wick-roller
is submerged in the water 22 in the recepta-

cle 6. Various expedients may be devised for

the support of the spring-socket 17 in proper
position above the roller; but I prefer to form

this socketat the end of a resilient rack-bar 23,

provided with a series .of pen-rests 24 and ex-
tending from the upper end ol an upstanding
bracket-arm 25, supported by the base. Ad-

jacent to the opposite ends of the base addi-

tional brackets 26 and 27 are provided, said
brackets constituting, in connection with the
rack-arm 23, a pen-rack of ornamental form
and convenient arrangement. The rack-bar
23, as well as the corresponding bars of the
brackets 26 and 27, 18 necessarily inclined
somewhat, and for this reason the front end

of the bar 23 is recurved at its front end to
locate the upper end of the socket 17 at a

sufficient distance above the roller to permit
of sufficient elevation of the presser-foot 14
to facilitate the removal of the cylinder 8 or
the lifting of the cover 7 when it is desired to
replenish the supply of water within the res-
ervolr 6.

It will appear from the foregoing that the
article of desk furniture which I have de-
vised comprises a light, substantial, and or-
namental base provided with ink receptacles
or wells and having an envelop and stamp
moistening device surmounting the base suffi-
clently to prevent the articles moistened from
coming into contact with the ink, and com-
prehending, further, a pen-rack the interme-
diate bracket of which is utilized for the sup-
port of a spring-urged presser-foot in codp-

mounted to continually present a new surface
to the envelop and removably retained by

means which serve the dual function of. a

mounting for the cylinder and a retaining
device for the cover of the water-reservoir;
but while the present embodiment of my in-
vention appears at this time to be preferable
Iwishtoreservethe right to effect any changes
relating either to the desmn or structural de-
tails of the device, as may be comprehended
by the spirit of the invention.
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What I claim 18—

1. An envelop-moistener comprising a wa-
ter-receptacle, a wick located within the re-
ceptacle and extended thereabove, means for
supporting said wick, an open-ended socket
located above the wick, and a presser-foot
provided with a staff extended into the socket.

2. In a moistener, the combination with a
water-receptacle, a wick located therein and
extended thereabove and means for support-
ing said wick, of a presser-foot provided with a
headed staff, a socket receiving the staft, and
an &(]JUStdhlﬁ head closing Lhe end of the
socket and pierced by the staff of the presser-
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foot to adjustably limit the movement of the

latter in the direction of the wick.

3. An envelop-moistener comprising a wa-
ter-receptacle, a wick located within the re-
ceptacle and extended thereabove and means
for supporting said wick, a spring-socket dis-
posed above the wick, a presser-foot having
a headed staff extended into the socket, a
spring within the socket and bearing agai nst

the head of the staff to urge the presser-foot

against the wick, and means for regulating
the tension of the spring.

4, In a stamp-moistener, the combination

with a water-receptacle, a wick located there-
in and extended thereabove and wick-sup-
porting means, of a presser-foot provided with
a staff, a spring-socket receiving the stafl
and provided with a spring arranged to urge
the presser-foot toward the wick, and an ad-

justable head closing the end of the spring-

socket and pierced by the staff of the presser-
foot to permit the regulation of the tension
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of the spring and to adjustably 11[11113 the

movement of the presser-foot.

5. In a device of the character deseribed,
the combination with a water-receptacle, ﬂnd |

a pen-rack comprising a series of rack-arms,
of a wick located within the receptacle and
extended thereabove, means for supporting
said wick and a presser-foot suspended from
one of the rack-arms of the pen-rack, and lo-
cated above the wick.

6. In a device of the character described,
the combination with a water-receptacle and
a pen-rack comprising a series of rack-arms,
one of said arms terminating in a depending

socket, of a wick located within the recepta-

cle and extended thereabove and means for
supporting said wick, a presser-foot opposed
to the wick and provided with a staflf extended
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into the socket, and adjustable means for li_m- -

iting the movement of the presser-foot.

7. In a stamp-moistener, the combination

with a water-receptacle provided with a mov-
able cover and a yielding presser-foot located

above the cover, of a wick-roller supporting

a wick in effeetive proximity to the presser-
foot, and a retaining device serving to secure
the cover upon the receptacle and to retain
the wick-roller upon the cover. |

S. In an envelop-moistener, the combina-
tion with a water-receptacle having a cover

. provided with an opening and with inturned

125

130




I>

IS5

663,501

bearing-flanges, and a yielding presser-toot |

located above the cover, a wick-roller located
between the bearing-flanges of the cover, and
a shaft for the wick-roller, said shaft being
extended through a wall of the receptacle and
through the bearing-flanges of the cover to
perform the dual funection of a cover-retain-
ing means, and means for retaining the wick-
roller in the cover.

9. In a device of the character described,
the combination with a base surmounted by
a water-receptacle, of a wick extended above
the water-receptacle means for supporting
said wick, a pen-rack carried by the base, and
a presser-foot opposed to the wick and yield-
ingly supported by the pen-rack.

S

10. In a device of the character described,
the combination with a base provided with a
water-receptacle and wick, of an upstanding
bracket-arm supported by the base, an ap-
proximately horizontal arm extending from
the bracket-arm and overhanging the water-
receptacle, and a presser-foot supported at
the end of the overhanging arm and disposed
in operative relation to the wick.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as '

myown I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presence of two witnesses. |
| ROSS B. KIRKWOOD.

Witnesses:
JOHN H. SIGGERS,
EpwIN E. VROOMAN
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