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ERNEST M.

FARMER,

OF CLEVELAND, OHIO:

WINDOW-CLEANER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 662,713, dated November 27, 1900,
' Applioation filed July 17, 1900, Serial No.28,065. (o model) |

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ERNEST M. FARMER, a

citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Cleveland, in the countyof Cuyahoga, in the

State of Ohio, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Window - Cleaners, of

which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to new and usefulim-

provements in window-cleaners, particularly

that class known as ‘‘ fountain-cleaners,” in

which water orothercleansing liguid isstored
in the cleaner and fed to the washer. The

washers are usually made of sponges or like
material and are backed up by the liquid to

keep them moist; but in my invention the
sponges are dispensed with and the washer
will keep moist regardless of the liquid back-
ing aslong asthereisanyliquidin the cleaner.

Mymven tion consists of certain details and
arrangements of parts, as will be hereinafter
pomted out, and embodied in the appended
claims.

Having now disclosed the nature of my in-

vention, referenceis made tothe following de-
tall deseription and the accompanying draw-
ings, in which like reference characters refer
to GOI‘IG}Sp{)I]dlIl parts.

- Kigure 1 is a front elevation of my cleaner,'

| showing a part broken away. Fig. 2 is arear
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 elevation.

Hig. 3 is a transverse section on
the line & 22 1n Fw‘ 7.

In the several views, A is a cylindrical hq *

uid receptacle or tank havmﬂ' a handle b at-
tached to 1ts under side. Thls handle may
be made all in one piece; but 1 prefer to have
the same jointed by means of a ferrule ¢, in
which may be inserted a stick K. A stick of
any length may be used, as the height of the
window may require. On the uppersuarface
of the cylinder or tank A and a little to one
side is a slot s, which extends longitudinally
of the eylinder,’ but terminates a short dis-
tance irom each end of the same. Through
this slotextends the wicking ¢, which extends
down into the bottom of the tank and may
be coiled therein, aeccording to its length.
The wicking is suppm ted in the slot s by the

core d, which rests edgewise upon the surface
of the cylinder beyond the ends of the slot s.
The wicking ¢ is approximately the same
width as the length of the slot s and is folded
in the middle around the core ¢. The two

1

‘ends of the wicking pass through the slot and
are coiled around in the cylmdex The walls
a o are formed integral with the surface of

the cylinder on each side of the slot and con-

verge toward each other. By their frictional

contact with the wicking the walls hold the

same in position, yet not so firmly as to pre-
vent the wicking from being replaced or
pulled out, if desired. On the opposite side
of the ecylinder, at an eqnal difatan from the
top element as the walls a ', are the walls b
b', formed integral with the surface of the
wlmdel in a hke manner as the walls a a'.

The rubber drier or polisher is supported be-
tween the walls 6 b’ by frictional contact with
the same and consists of a strap e, having an
enlarged lip ¢'. Thisstrapis wound around
the core fand presents the two lips above
the walls b b'.- The core serves to separate

the lips and to assist by a wedging action

and friction the walls b b in fastening the
strap. The orifice and nipple in the end of
the cylinder are closed by the screw-cap A.
In the operation of my device the screw-cap
is removed and the receptacle or tank filled
or partially filled with water or other cleans-
ing liguid. The capis then replaced and the
cleaner raised to the window. The window
may then be washed by presenting the wiclk-
ing to the glass and dried and polished by
removing the cleaner to present the rubber
lips to tbe glass. It is an important teature
of my invention in locating the wicking and
rubber lips on opposite Sides near the top of
the eylinder or tank, for in this location both
the wicking and rubber lips are presented
normally to both the glass and cylinder, and
thus the cylinder does not have to be revolved
or turned on ifs axis to act at the greatest
advantage. Further, the slot as a rule will
be above the surface of the liguid instead of
being backed up by the same, and t’hus all
dcmgel of leakage or of the hqmd dripping
through the slot is removed. This is accom-
plished by the use of wicking instead of cot-
ton and sponges, as suggested by the prior
art, for the wicking, on account of the capil-
lary action of the water, will always keep
moist when any part thereof 1s immersed 1n
the liquid, and, further, the wicking being
wound over the edge of the core presents

' a cushion-like and uninterrupted surface
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backed by the hard core, which gives rigidity
to the same.

Of course it is understood that the expres-
sion *‘wicking” and the showing of the same
does not limit my invention to a single piece,
but I may use a plurality of pieces, if desired,
according to the degree required. The en-
larged lips on the rubber strap give a pliable,
broad, and durable polishing-surface. These
straps may also be multiplied by winding sev-
eral instead of one around the core, accord-
ing to the degree required. It is found to be
more advantageous to have the lips arranged
parallel to each other on each side of the core,
as shown, than to have a solid rubber cush-
lon, such as disclosed in the prior art, for by
this construction the periphery of an approxi-
mately oval polishing-surface is presented
having a hollowed-out center. This renders
the same more adhesive than a single lip and
less adhesive than the solid eushlons The
hollowed-out portions or that between the lips
may also act to collect particles or obstacles,
If any, and to give a means of escape to sur-
plus water from the glass.

Although I have described my cleaner in
minute detail, myinvention is not confined to
theexact construction disclosed in the descrip-
tion and drawings, and 1 reserve the right to
substitute any of the well-known eqmvalents
at the same time keeping within the scope of
the claims.

662,713

Having now described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. Inawindow-cleaner, a receptaele havmﬂ*
a handle, a longitudinal slot In its side terml-
nating near eaeh end of the receptacle, a core
suppmted on the surface of said receptacle
beyond the ends of the slot and a wicking
extending around said core and having 1ts

ends projecting through the slot into the re-

ceptacle, substantially as described.

2. In awindow-cleaner, a ¢cylindrical recep-
tacle having a handle attached to its under
side, a longitudinal slot in one side near the
top thereof, a core supported on the surface
of said receptacle beyond the ends of the slot,
a wickingsupported in and extending through
sald slot into the receptacle, and extending
around said core, walls extending longitudi-
nally ot the cylinder on the opposite side near
the top thereof, a coresupported between said
walls, a rubber drier extending around the
sides of said core, said rubber drier having
eniarged lips projecting outwardly beyond
the walls and core forming a continuons wall,
substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have subscribed my
name in the presence of the following wit-
nesses. -
ERNEST M. FARMER.
Witnesses: |

CHas. R. PosT,
NELLIE SABIN HYDE.
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