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T all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, JOSEPH W. SHEPPARD a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city, county, and State of New York, havein-
vented a new and useful Improvement in In-
terchangeable Adjustable Book - Locks, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates especially to the con-
struction and arrangementof locksfor books,
and has for its object the provision of an in-
terchangeable lock that shall be adjustable to
books of different thicknesses, firmly locking
their covers together, so that their contents

will be as secure from undesirablescrutiny as

though the book wherewith the lock is em-
ployed was placed within a safe.

To attain the desired end, my invention
counsists, essentially, in a lock-body having a
fixed and amovable jaw, said jaws bem pro-

vided with holding-surfaces, the bolt of the |

lock being arranged to adjustably engage a

cateh-pilece upon the movable jaw, all ot

which will be hereinafter first fully described
and then pointed out in the c¢laims.
In the accompanying drawings, for ming a

part hereof, Figure 1 1s a plan view of ‘Lhe_r

front of a lock embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 is a side view of the lock reversed in
position from FKig. 1, the jaws belng open.
Fig. 3 illustrates the lock as secured to the
cover of a book.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures.

11sthe front plateof the lock hav’mn a por-
tion cut out, leaving pIOJecbmﬂ arms 2 and a
cross-bar 3 at the ou‘uel extremities of the
arms. This cross-bar is serrated or corru-
gated or provided w1bh a corrugated rubber
f&ee 4.

5 1s a bar hinged to the body of the lock at
6 and having at its outer exiremity a cross-
bar 7, corresponding to the c¢ross-bar 3, and a
corrugated face 8, corresponding to theface 4.

0 1s a serrated block securely fastened to
or formed with the bar 5.

10 is the bolt of the lock, the face whereot
1s serrated the same as the block 9.

12 is the keyhole of the lock, the interior
parts whereof may be arranged at pleasure,
as they form no part of my invention.

In applying my invention to use a book,
such as 11, is placed between the jaws, sald
jaws being pressed together thereon by the

fingers, and when the serrated bolt 10 is forced |

j fied, a body having

outward by turning the key in the lock the
serrations thereon engage the serrations in
the block 9, drawing the Jaws more tightly

book

Memorandum-books, check-books,ledgers,
&c., are sometimes 111&(:16 with a pelmanent
lock secured to the covers. Such lock is
often in the way in handling and using such
books. Also the book may oniy be needed
at intervals when an extra important matter
is being recorded therein. In my invention
the lock ismade separable from the covers of
the book and in no way permanently at-
tached thereto. It doesnot, therefore, cause
inconvenience to the userof the book at any
time, and while being adjustable to books of
varied thicknesses need not be applied to the
book excepting when occasion requires.

My invention gives great security to those
who having books of memoranda it 18 Gesired

-to keep private yet possess no safe to protect

their booksfrom theinspection of the curious,

and it allows the book to be exposed on the
‘desk or table yet safe from scrutiny.

Having now fully described myinvention,
what I claim as new therein, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is—

1. An interchangeable, adjustable book-
lock in which are comprised alock-body hav-
ing a fixed jaw and a movable jaw, said jaws
being provided with holding-surfaces, the
bolt of the lock being arranged toadjustably
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together, thils ﬁlmly securing the lock tothe
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engage a catch-piece upon the movable jaw

accommodating the lock to different thick-

nesses of boolas, and means for locking the
jaws in different positions.

2. In a lock of the character herein speci-
grasping and holding
j&ws, in combination with means for locking
the jaws in different closed positions.

3. An interchangeable, adjustable book-
lock in which are comprised a lock-body pro-
vided with a serrated bolt, a fixed jaw having
a grasping-surface; a movable jaw having a
orasping -surface and a holding-block ser-
rated correspondingly to the lock-bolt and
means for locking said jaws in place.

Signed by me at New York, N. Y., this 12th
day of June, 1900. |

JOSEPH W. SHEPPARD.

Witnesses:

A. M. PIERCE,
S. S. BRADSHAW,
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