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To all whom it may concern:

beit knownthatI, WALTER A. MAYR,a citi-
zen of the United Smtes residing at Chwa,o'o
in the county of Cook and State of I“IDOlb
have invented certain new and useful Tm-
provements in Curtain-Stretchers, of which
the following is a specification.

The ob]ect of my invention is to provide

a simple, economical, and efficient curtain-
stretcher; and the IHY"QHLIOI] consists in the
features, combinations and details of con-

- str uetlon hereinafter descnbed and claimed.
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-moved flom the bar;

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of a cu rtain. Stretcher oonstructed
in accordance with my improvements with

certain holding parts removed from one of

the bars. I‘w* 2 1s an enlarged qectlm‘ml de-
tail taken on the lme 2 of I‘w 1; Hig. 3, an

of a portion of one of the bm‘s, Fig. 5, a plan

view of a portion of one of the bmns taken at
g at it from below and
Fig. 6, a transverse Sectwnal view taken on

the joint and looking

llne 6 of Hig, 4.
In the ar t to which this invention 1*el@tes it
is well known that it is customary to stretch

lace curtains upon frames which are provided:

with rigid and movable pins, hooks, catches,
and the like to hold the curtain in engage-
ment with the bar and that the use of sueh

devices is objectionable in that they leave

their 1mpres<; upon the {.,urtam when it is
dried. |

T'he principal Ob;]ect of m y invention there-—
tore, is to provide a simple, eeonomleal and
e:ﬁclent curtain-stretcher,with meehamsm for
holding the curtain in enﬂagement with the

bars thereof In such a manner that it is held

over a considerable por'tlon of 1ts edges and
in a manner that does not injure the cartain
in any way, all of which will more fully here-
inafter appear.

In LOHSEI‘LIGtIDg a str etcher in acemdance_

with myimprovements I provide twoside bars

A and A', which are made in sections hinged

together at a, the pintle of the hinges extend-
ing above one of the faces thereof a,nd so that
the bars may fold together on their faces.
Two end bars B and B’ are also provided and

slidingly secured to the side bars by means

of metalliec end plGCES C, which are bent up-

Fig. 4, a mde eleva,mon_

1

Joint thereof.

manner,

w:;trdly and inwardly to form ways in which
the bars may slide. Set-screws ¢ are pro-
vided and arranged in the end pleees SO a8
to engage the ba,rs and hold them in ‘rhe de-
sired position.

It 1s desirable to ptovule means b; which
the hinged side bars are prevented from fold-
ing during the use of the stretcher, and in

order to accomplish this result shoes D are

provided and brought into engagement with
the lower faces of the bars and across the
1These shoes are preferably
slotted at d and d', and through these slots
are passed the threaded por mou% of the headed
bolts K, which in turn are provided with
wings e, ‘sunlk in the wood, aud act to prevent
the Dolts from turning. Thamb-nuts E' are
provided and engage the threaded portion of
the bolts which protrude throaugh the thumb-
nuts in such a manner as to permit the serew
portion being headed, as ate’. This arrange-
ment of bolts and nuts prevents the bolt from
turning in the bars and at the same time per-
mits the thumb-nat being moved upon the

nat, while preventing it fmm being detached
therefrom. This 1s a distinet advantawe in
that the nuts and bolts are not liable to be-
come misplaced or lost.

~In order to hold a curtain in proper en-
gagement with the stretcher-frame, I provide
a series of clamps, which are engaged with
each bar and extend entirely along the same
contiguous to each other and in a contmuous
“These clamps are formed by the
bars themselves and blocks G, which are ar-
ranged vertically and movably upon the bars,
S0 as to be brought into contact with the bar
or raised therefrom and grasp or release the
curtain at the front edge thereof. To raise
and lower the movable 1 part of the clamp and
at the same time support it, studs H are pro-
vided and inserted in the ba.r% T'hese studs
are passed through perforations in the mov-
able portion of the clamps and upon which
the movable clamps are raised and prevented
from rotating, preferably by making the studs
square or rectangular and the perforationsin
the movable elamps of similar configuration.

Operating-levers I are provided romta,bly en-

gaged with the upper partof the holding-studs
by means of pockets formed in the parts <,
(shown particularly in Fig. 2,) whlch pocket—
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lever engages.

p

piece is riveted securely to the upper end of
the holding-stud. The movableclampispro-

vided with a cam-block K, having an inclined

oroove k£ therein, with which the operating-
As the handle of the operat-
ing-lever is rotated in one direction 1t slides
upwardly in the inclined groove of the cam-
block and forces the movable clamp down-
wardly against the bar, so as to grasp the cur-
tain between the clamp and bar. The mov-
able clamp is held fixedly in any of its lower
positions by causing the operating-lever to
engage with any one of the notches %', £*, and
k® and is held in its upper position, as shown

in Fig. 2, by causing it to engage with the
notch k% The construction of all of these

clamps, with their operating-levers and cain-
blocks, is substantially the same, so that a de-
scription of one is a description of all of them,
and as these movable clamps are arranged
practically contiguous and continuous on the
side and end bars they furnish means for
holding the curtain at every point and in such
a manner as to prevent injury to the delicate
edges of lace curtains. |

I claim— |

1. In a curtain-stretcher, the combination
of side bars and end bars, blocks movably

662,628

mounted on the receiving-face of the bars
and having movements parallel with such face
so as to grasp a curtain between them and the
bars, means for raising and lowering such
blocks comprising a lever pivotally secured
to the bar and a cam-block secured to the
movable block for the engagement of the le-
ver and cam to raise and lower the blocks
bodily in parallel planes, substantially as de-
scribed.

2. In a curtain-stretcher, the combination
of side bars and end bars, blocks movably
mounted thereon so as te grasp a curtain be-
tween them and the bars, means for raising
and lowering such blocks comprising a stud

‘secured tothe bar,anoperating-leverpivotally

secured to the stud and a cam-block provided
with an inclined groove having notches there-
in and arranged to be engaged by the operat-
ing-lever so as to raise and lower the block
by the movements of the lever and hold the
block in its raised and lowered position, sub-
stantially as described.

WALTER A. MAYR.
Witnesses:

THOMAS K. SHERIDAN,
TaHOMAS B. MCGREGOR.
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