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Applmatwn filed June 4 1900, 3erial No. 19,001,

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, ERNEST PEiGE a clti-

~ zen of the United State‘s, residing at Samn&w

io

in the county of Saginaw and State of Michi-
gan, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Letter-Copying Cabinets;

and I do hereby declare the following to be
g full, clear, and exact description of the in-

vention, such as will enable others skilled in

the art to which 1t appeI tainsto make and use

- the same.

This invention is a letter-copylno' cabinet;
and the improvements consist in certain con-
struction, combinations, and arrangements
of parts whereby the objects of my invention
are accomplished. These objects are to pro-

 vide a device capable of copying letters in
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letter-books by applying the weight of the
operator to a foot-lever, to prowde means

for locking and releasing the foot-lever, and
also to provide means for quickly adjusting

“the distance between the pressure plates or

platens to accommodate copy-books of vari-
ous thicknesses.

cle of manufacture a letter-copying cabinet

- that is strong, compact, and neat in appear-

30

ance, as well as I‘&pld and efficient in opera-

tion.

1 attain these objects by the means illus-

trated intheaccompanyingdrawingsthrough-

~ out the several views, of which similar char-
-+ acters of reference deswnate corresponding

33

40

of the cabinet.

parts and devices. .
Tigure 1 is a perspective view of acomplete
cabinet embodying my improvements. Iig.

2 is a vertical section showing the working
parts, the section being taken pm-allel with

the sides of the cabinet. Hig. 3 18 a similar
vertical section taken pamllel wu:h the front
Fig. 4 1s a plan view show-
ing the mechanism_ for adjusting the lower

| 'platen as 1t appears when seen from below.

Fig. 5 is a detail showing the mechamsm for
opemtmﬂ' the upper platen
As is clearly shown in the drawings, the

- device consists in a case or cabinet 1, in the
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upper part of which are two horizoutal pres-

sure plates or platens between which the let-
ter-book is pressed. 'The upper platen 2 1s

forced downward upon the book by means
of tension-rods 3, pivoted to the platen at |

of the upper platen.

\No model.:

their upper ends and extending downwardly

on each side of the cabinet to within a short

‘distance of the floor, where they are pivoted
The

to opposite ends of a rocker-arm 4.
rocker-arm is pivotally mounted by project-

ing journals 5 to the walls of the cabinet,and

it-s partial rotation imparts a vertical move-
ment to the tension-rods 3 and the upper
platen 2. A foot-lever 6, secured to the

rocker-arm and having a footnold extending

outside the cabinet, serves to operate the up-
per platen through the tension-rods 5, as is
plainly indicated in Fig. 5. To return the
upper platen 2 to its normal position after
being depressed, coiled springs 7 are placed

underit. Thesespringsare preferably mount-
ed on guide-rods 7°,

fixed to a brace 8. The
upper ends of the guide-rods slide in holes
7° of the upper platen 2 when the springs
are compressed or released by the movement

able mode of supporting the upper platen, 1t

o | I | is evident that any other equivalent means
A further object is to produce as an arti-

accomplishing the same result may be sub-

stituted without departing from the spiritof

my invention. The pressure brought upon

the copy-book by the upper platen 18 trans-
mitted to the lower platen 9.

This lower
platen has means for vertical adjustment to
suit various thicknesses of copy-books and to
accommodate more than one book ata time if
desired.

The means I have adopted for supporting
the lower platen firmly in any position and
for automatically locking it wherever it is
placed is as follows: A series of cams or ec-
centries 10, mounted on horizontal shafts 10°
is arranged below the lower platen Y and sup-
ports it. A suitable framework 11, secured

to the walls of the ecabinet, supports the ends

of the shafts 10%. To rotate the shafts and
their attached cams uniformly and to prevent
lateral movement of the platen 9, I arrange
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W hile I consider the
spring arrangement just described a prefer-
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the shafts and cams as shownin Fig. 4. The

two shafts 10* earry opposing pairs of cams,
which can be rotated simultaneously both
inwardly or both outwardly, as desired, there-

by avoiding any tendency to displace the

platen hOI’lZOI]Lall} To rotate the cams, I
secure worm-wheels 12 to the shafts 10* and
drive the worm-wheels by right and left hand
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suitable crank or wheel.
12° thus revolves the cams mmultaneouely
thereby raising or lowering the platen 9, as |
‘desired, and the wOorm - gears eutometleelly-
“hold the cams locked in position. '

ivor?m's mounted on a; shaft 12°, that e\tends
outside the cabinet and is prowded with a
Rotating the shaft

To prevent the cams from revolving be-

“Yyond their effective curve, I provide one or
more of them with projecting pins or stops.
10° that engage emreqpondmg pPOJecblone

11* on the freme 11..
When the foot-lever 6 is depressed it is
held in place by means of a toothed or notched

bar 13, that engages a projecting rib 62 of the

lever 6 To release the foot-lever when the

copy 1s completed, I provide a movable but-

ton or other suitable device 14, that extends
outside the cabinet within easy reach of the
operator and connected by rods or wires to
the pivoted bar 13. I have found that a bell-
crank lever 15, connected by rods 15* and 15°

to the bar 13 and button 14, serves this pur-

pose well in practice. |
Additional usefulness is imparted to the

- cabinet by providing shelves or partitions 17
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copying-pads, and other articles.
hinged to one side of the cabinet, is conven-

below the platens to receive extra copy-books,
A shelf 16,

lent for arranging the copies in the book, &ec.
"By the means above described I produce a

combination cabinet and letter-press that is
simple inconstruction, ornamental in appear-

ance, and very easy and rapid in operation.
The construction and arrangement of parts

- give great strength, for the tension produced
by the foot-leveristransmitted through metal
bars 3 to the upper platen, and the resulting |

662,528

stress acts as a downward thrust through the
frame of the cabinet and has notendency to

to distort the cabinet or fowe the 3011:1135'
What I claim is—

1. In a letter-copying eebmet having a de-
presmble upper platen operated by a foot-leé-

ver, and a thrust-resisting lower platen: the

combination with pairs of thrust-resisting
cams forsupporting the lower platen and ad-

justing its height; of a right-hand worm and
gear for rotating and automatically locking
one pair of said cams; a left-hand worm and
gear for rotating and automatically locking
the other pair of cams; and a shaft extend-
ing outside the cabinet to revolve bhe'worms,
thereby simultaneously rotating bdld peus of
cams in opposite directions.

2. A letter-copying cabinet eompnsmﬂ' in
combination with a lower platen and a foot-
operated upper platen; rotatable thrust-re-
sisting cams for adjusting the operative dis-
tance between said platenstosuit books of va-
rious thicknesses, said cams being arranged

in pairs approximately nearthe middle of and

40

50

55

60

below said lower platen; a right-hand worm =

~and gear for rotating and auntomatically lock-
ing one pair of said cams; a left-hand worm
and gear for rotating the other pair of said

cams; and a shaft to simultaneously rotate

sald pairs of cams in opposite directions, for

the purposes described.
In testimony whereof I affix my swnetme

in presence of two witnesses.

"ERNEST FEIGE

Witnesses:
GEO. B. WILLCOX,
WILLIAM STEPHENS.
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