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To all whom ot may concermn:
Be it known that I, THOMASs C. BASSETT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ce-

- dar Rapids, in the county of Linn and State

5

of Towa, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Rulers; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear,
~and exact description of the inv enuon such
as will enable others skilled in the art to

10 which it appertains to make and use the same.

a jointed rule capable of being used as a
- square, T-bqlmre or a bevel.

T'he object of this invention is to produce

The nature of the invention will fully ap-

15 pear from the description and claims follow-
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ing, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, in whlchm—f

Flﬂ‘ul el 111118131 ates the rule used asa square.
Fig. 2 1s a top view of the same folded. Tig.
3 is a side view of the same folded. Fig. 4
shows the rule partially folded to form a T
square. Fig. 5 shows it folded to form a
bevel. Fig. 6 is alongitudinal section of one
of the double joints.

In the drawings a two-foot rule isillustrated
composed of five general sections or mem-
bers A A, B, C, and D, 1espectwely These

are hmﬂ'ed togethm to fold in the usual way,

but with joints which are flush with the faces

of the rule when fully extended. The joints

at the half and quarters are double joints and
are clearly illustrated in Fig. 6, taken in con-
nection with other figures of the drawings.
T'o the respective Seeblons of the rule A and
B, for example, are attached hinge-plates E,

_ﬂush with the faces of the rule- sectlonfs as by
- rivets F. These hinge-plates are plefera,bly ,
as.

provided with bridges E’, which serve
abutments for the rule sections on the one
side and for the joint-block G on the other.
The hinge-plates are each rounded on corre-
sponding corners, so as to admit of the sec-
tions folding together, and the block G is simi-

1

| _tion C of metal, as indicated.

larly rounded at &’ concentric with the hinge-

rivet H. When the rule is extended, the

“shoulders G? of the block abut on the brldge%

E'and keep thesectionsin alinement. When

folded, as f:hOWIl in Fig. 2, the rule has right-

o
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nﬂ'led corners,

Oue of the eardinal sections is bloken by a
joint or hinge I, which differs from the hinge
above descubed in having but one ;]011:113
The hinge-plates of one Seetlon I' are similar

to those above described, but the block I*is |
secured rigidly to or forms a part of the other |

Iy

section. This is provided with shoulder-
plates I°, flush with the hinge-plates and

adapted to abut against them when the rule -

is extended or is folded at a right angle, as
shown in Fig. 1. It will be obberved that this
hinge breaks in a direction opposite to that
of the middle hinge, so that when the rule is
used as a square the operator’s pencil or
scratch-awl along the upper edge does not
move the Jomted rule out of a ﬂﬂ‘ht.hne
- In praectice it may be found most conven-
lent and economical to make the entire sec-
For .conven-
ience alsothe ruleon one side, atleast, is pret-
erably graduated at the edn*es which fold in-
wardly which 1s contrary to the usual prac-
tice.

The rule as so constructed is qmckly c¢on-

vertible into a square, a T-squme or a bevel,

as illustrated, or by folding in various ways.
(Not shown.)

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A rule havmg joints whereby it may be
folded to a fraction of its extended length,

and an intermediate joint limited to stop at

a right angle, and breaking in a direction op- |

p051te to that of the a,d;]acent joint which
turns in the same plane.

2. Arule having a central joint by which
1t may be folded towethel and an adJaeeut
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Joint turning in the same plane but in an op-

posite d1reet;10n and limited to stop at aright

angle, substantlally as and for the purpose
set fm th.

3. A folding rule provided mth flush joints
breaking at the middle and quarter, and an

inter mediate flash joint turning in the same

plane as the middle joint, but in the opposite

direction, and limited to stop at a right an-

gle, &ubstanblally as described.
4. A rule having double joints, substan-

tially as deseribed, at the middle and quarter,

and an 1ntermed1ate single joint turning in

the same plane but in a direction 0pp081te to

that of the middle joint, and limited to stop
at a right angle, subbtantlally as described.

In tesblmony whereof I a
in presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS C. BASSKETT.

Witnesses:
J. M. ST. JOHN,

JOHN (C. HEALD.

1X my signature
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