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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

IRVING B. BROWER, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.

ELECTRIC-CAR SIGN.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 662,218, dated November 20, 1900.
Applioation filed November 15,1899, Serial No, 737,012, (No model.)

To «ll whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, IRVING B. BLROWER, &
citizen of the United States,residing in the city
and county of Philadelphia, State of Pennsyl-
vania, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Klectric-Car Signs, Lanterns,
Headlights, &e., which improvement is fully
set forth in the following specification and
accompanying drawings.

My invention consists of a car sign, lan-
tern, headlight, &ec., which is provided with
means for electrically illuminating the same,
the current therefor being established by the
support of the frame of said sign, &e., said
support being in an electrical circuit, the
removal of the sign, &c., from sald support
breaking the eircuit and leaving the support
dead, thus avoiding waste of the ecurrent, the
end members of the frame removably occu-
pying said support and being interlockedly
embraced by the walls of the same.

IFigure 1 represents a perspective view of
an electric-car sign or indicator embodying
my invention. Fig. 2 represents a longitu-
dinal vertical section thereof. Fig. 5 repre-
sents a perspective view of an electric lan-
tern or headlight embodying my invention.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the figures.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
frame having at the ends thereof the stubs
B, on which are the binding-screws C of the
electric conductor D, the latter entering the
frame A and having suitable electric lamps
D’ connected therewith.

E designates brackets which are adapted
to be secured to a proper portion of a carand
formed with limbs I and G, between which
the stubs B are received, said brackets sup-
porting the frame A, the spaces between said
limbs being uncontrolled, at one end forming
open slots, through which said stubs may en-
ter said brackets and be removed therefrom.

[ ‘designates wires or conductors for an
electric current which may be conveyed from
any suitable source, each bracket being pro-
vided with such conductor, so that when the
frame A is in position the current is estab-
lished and maintained through the frame
A, whereby the lamps therein are lighted
and the frame is illuminated, it being noticed
that as the stubs B occupy the brackets K

- readily read off.

they are placed in electric contact with the
limbs of said brackets, thus directing the cur-
rent from the latter to and through the con-
ductors D of the electric lamps or lights.
When the stubs or end members of the frame
A occupy the slots of the brackets K, as they
are of angular form, the frame is interlocked

‘with said brackets and so prevented from

shifting orimproper displacement, while, how-
ever, in no wise interfering with the removal
and reversal of the sign when so required.

The frame A is provided with face-plates J,
having the names of streets, stations, &e.,
thereon, either being formed of transparent
material constitufing a sign or indicator,
which when illuminated plainly presents satd
names, so that the route of the car may be

As the conductors of the frame A and
brackets E terminate at said parts, respec-
tively, when illumination of the sign is not
required the same isremoved, when the cur-
rent is broken and the brackets as such are
dead, the current then ceasing. The sign
may be reversed for the return route, it be-
ing removed from the brackets, the current
then ceasing,and when reapplied to the brack-
ets the current will be reéstablished and the
illumination resumed, as before.

In Fig. 3 1 show the dasher K of a car pro-

vided with brackets L, which receive the-

hooks P of the car lantern or headlight N,
said brackets having connected with them the

electric conductor M and said hooks having

connected with them the electric conductor
Q, the latter being in connection with an elec-
tric lamp orlight R within the lantern, where-
by when the latter is hung on the brackets L

by means of the hooks P the light R 1sin the’

electrie circuit, and thus the lantern will be
illuminated. When the lantern i1s removed,
the cireuit is broken and the brackets M are
dead, as in the previous case. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. A removable sign provided with means
for electrically illuminating the same and
stubs on the sides of the frame thereof, con-
tact-points on said stubs connected with the
electric conductors of the sign, brackets with
open slots therein adapted to receive sald
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- stubs, and electric conductors connected with
satd brackets, said stubs removably occupy-
ing said slots and being interlockingly em-
braced by the walls thereof.

2. A removable sign provided with means
for electrically illuminating the same, con-
tact-points on end members of the frame of
the sign connected with the electric condue-

tors of the sign, brackets with slots therein |

1

adapted to freely receive said end members 10
and electric conductors connected with said
brackets, said slots and end members being

of angular form. |

IRVING B. BROWER.

Witnesses:
JOHAN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
C. D. MCVAY.
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