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To all whony (& vy concer:

Be 1t
SHORT, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Putnam, in the county of Callahan and
State of Texas, have inveunted anew and use-
ful Wire-Tightener, of which the following is
A specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
wire-tighteners.

The object of the present invention iS 10 im-

prove the construction of wire-tighteners and
to provide a simple and comparatively inex-
pensive one adapted to be readily mounted ;

on a fence-post and capable of being readily
adjusted to suit the size of the same and of
stretching a fence-wire partially around the
post and of holding the fence-wire in such po-
sition while it is being secured by a wire-tie
placed around the back of the post.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, 111ustmted
in the accompanying drawings, dnd pointed
out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a wire-tightener constructed in ac-
cordance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a
similar view showing the same applied to a
post and engaging a fence-wire.

Like numerals of reference designate corre-
spounding partsin both figures of thedrawings.

1 and 2 designate arms or bars pivoted to-

“gether at thelr ends 8 and 4, which are en-

.dwed and perforated for the reception of a
‘Jl\F’UE 5, and thesaid ears, which are circular,
are pr ovided at their per 1pherles with notches
6 and 7, adapted to receive a wire to enable
the Sllbbbdnbldlly V-shaped frame formed by
the arms or bars to operate as a wire-cutter.
The arms or bars 1 and 2 are provided -at
their engaging ends with torks 8 and 9, con-
sisting of oppositely-disposed curved projec-
tions f01 ming open eyes or recesses and adapt-
ed to receive a fence-wire, as clearly illus-
tratedin Fig.2 of the accompanying drawings.
The barsorarms land 2, which are &ddpLed
to straddle a fence-post, are capable of being
opened and closed, whereby they may be a,d-
justed to any fonce- -post, and the bar or arm
1 is provided near its engaging end S with an
eye 10, consisting of a cloaed hook and re-
celving one of the end links of a chain 11,
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. which is adapted. to be passed around the

back of a feuce-post 12*, The eye 10 is lo-
cated at the outer face of the arm or bar 1,
and the other arm or bar 2 is provided at its

outer face with a projectionor pin 12, adapted .

to engage the links of a ¢hain to hold the lat--

ter at the desired adjustment.

The arms or bars 1 and 2 of the lever-frame
are engaged with the féence-wire 13 at oppo-
site sides of the fence-post when the said le-
ver-frameis in an upright position, and when
the lever-frame, which is fulcrumed on the
post by the chain, is swung downward to the
pOSItlon iliustr atpd in Flﬂ' 2 of the accompa-
nying drawings the wire is forced backward
at OppOSlte su:les of the post and 18 partla,lly
stretched around the same. The wire-tight-
ener is held in this position by a vrace 14

while a wire-tie 15 is being placed around the

back of the post and issecured to the fence-
wire by having its terminals twisted around
the same. The brace 14 cousists of a rod
hinged at its end 16 to the arm or bar 1 and
having its other end 7 forked and pointed for
engaging the fence-post. The end 16 of the
brace is provided with an eye which is linked
into an eye 18 of the arm or bar 1, and the
said rod or brace is adapted to fold against
the arm or bar 1 to arrange the parts com-
pactly when the device is not in use. The
bars or arms 1 and 2 are also adapted to fold
closely together when the wire-stretcheris not
in use. -

The forks 8 and 9, which form the notches
or recesses at the engaging ends of the arms
or bars.1of thelever-frame, are adapted to be
readily engaged with and dlsenwaﬁed from the
fence-wire, d:ﬂd they will sllp freely on the
same in str etchmﬂ' the wire around a post, so
that the wire will not be broken while stretch-
ing it.

It will be seen that the wire-tightener is
simple and comparatively inexpensive in
construetion, that it possesses great strength
and durability, and that It 18 capable of be-

ing readily adjusted to a fence-post and of
str ebchmtr a fence-wire partially around the
same and ot holding it in such position while
the wire 1s being fastened by a tie.

What I claim 1s—

1. A wire-tigchtener comprising the lever-
frame composed of two arms hinged together
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at one end of the frame and provided at their
other ends with means for engaging a fence-

wire at opposite sides of a fence-post, and a
flexible connection attached to the arms and

adapted to be passed around the back of the

post, whereby the frame is fulerumed there- |

on, substantially as deseribed.
2. A wire-tightener comprising a lever-

frame Lompmed of two arms hinged together

at one end of the frame and plowded at their
other ends with means for engaging a fence-
wire at opposue sides of a fence posb a flexi-
ble connection attached to thearms and adapt-
ed to be passed around the back of the post to
fulerum the frame thereon, and a brace cou-

nected with one of the arms and adapted to

engage the post, substantially as deseribed.
3. A wire-tightener comprising a lever-

frame composed of twoarms hinged together

at one end of the frame and provided at their

wire at opposite sides of a post, said arms
being adapted to fold together, a flexible con-
nection between the arms, and abrace hinged
to one of the arms and adapted tofold against
the same, substantially as described.

4. A wire-tightener cowmprising a lever-
frame composed of two arms counnected at
one end of the frame and provided at their
other ends with forks for engaging a fence-
wire at opposite sides of a pos't, A ﬂe}:ible CON-
nection attached to the arms and adapted to

other ends with means for engaging a fence- |
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be placed around the post, and a brace con-

nected with the frame and adapted to engage

the post, substantially as described. |
5. A wire-tightener comprising a lever-
frame composed of two arms connected at
one end of the frame and provided at their
other ends with means forengaging a fence-
wire at opposite sides of a post a ﬂemhle con-

‘nection adapted to be placed around the post
and connected with the arms between the.
ends thereof, and means for holding the lever-
frame in its adju%ted poaltmn .subsmmmlly

as described.
6. A wire-tightener

comprising a lever-_ )
frame composed of two arms connected at one
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end of the frame and provlded at their other

ends with means for engaging a fence-wire at
opposite sides of a post, one of the arms being
provided with - a pin or projection, a chmn
attached to the other arm and adapted to be
placed around the post and engaged with the

- Q

pin or 'ploiectiou, and means for holding the

frame in its dd]nﬂed position, subsbantmlly
‘as described. |
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In testimony that I ¢laim the forefromw as

my own | have hereto atlixed my &guahme in

the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM ANDREW SHORT.-'

WIEHGS%GS
J. K. CEUTHET
B. F. BRITTMN.
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