No. 661,850. Patented Nov. 13, 1900.

C. C. COLEMAN.
'MAIL CATCHER.

~ (Application filed Feb, 26, 1900.)

(No Model.)

2 Sheets—Shest |.

' 2 Loy
- Pl AO _ |
WITNESSES ; ' i 1 " INVENTOR

_ d)@% A Ay @jmg@w




No. 661,850. Patented Nov. 13, 1900.

C. C. COLEMAN.
MAIL CATCHER.

Application filed Feb. 26, 1900.)
¢(No Model.) |

2 Shejets—Sheet 2,

Y

ﬂiﬁ%ﬁﬂ
G:‘ A H"_:"""'I. :- 41 _“_,‘ }
Oy IR 3
o Wi
r I‘“(a‘_; . &ﬁ-‘.ﬂ'ﬂ’ A ) "‘:-:') ;fd

e uuH|||’ - 70
[ _l,.“";. Hm

IH"I‘T- . ||||||I”I|

_ J
e ;E /;44 7 @ |
. WITNESSES ; - %— - o ol | ——® INVENTOR
%%W - B | R (s 2 (s

THE RORRIS PETERS CO. PHOTO-LITHO., WASHINGTON, . C.




"y .|flL

| 25 of a

UNITED STATES

PaTeEnT OFFICE.

CHARLES C. COLEMAN OF KEYTESVILLE MISSOURI ASSIGNOR TO HIMSELF
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To all whom it may concern: _
Be it known that I, CHARLES C. COLEMAN,

a citizen of the Umted States, and a resldent_
of Keytesville, in the county of Chariton and

5 State of Missouri, have invented a new and

Improved Mail-Catcher, of which the follow-

- ing is a fuall, clear, and exact description.
This invention relates to improvements 1n

devices for transferring mail-sacks from a

o holding device at a station to a moving mail-

car or from a moving car to a holding device

or for simultaneously transferring from one

device to the other;

vide a device of this character that shall be

1z simple in its construction, adapted to oper-

ate quickly, and not liable to get out of order.

I will describe a mail-catcher embodying

my invention and then point out the novel
features in the appended claims.

20  Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,

in whmh sum]ar chalacters of reference indi-

cate corr espondm parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a car and

“xed station-post, showing catchers em-
bodying my invention as applied thereto.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of a station catcher.
I‘w* 3 is a side view of the car calcher. Ifig.
4 is a section on the line = z of Fig. 5, and

30 Fig. 5 is a plan view of a catcher attd(,hed to
a car.

The catcher attached to a car 1 eompuses

a bifurcated plate 2, of cast metal or other
sultable materml the two fingers of which
35 are here shown as somewhat divergent.
Springs 3 4 are attached to the inner sides of

the fingers and meet at their ends toward a

buppmt for the plate. The plate2is mount-
ed to swing on an arm 5, carried by the car,

40 so that the catcher may be employed for

catching a mail-sack when the car is moving
in either direction. The catcher 1s.held in

its adjusted position by means of a pin 6,

passing through the arm 5 and adapted to en-
45 gageineitherone of opposite notches.
in the head portion of the catcherin Fig. 4.)

The pin is attached to a spring-pressed lever

7, pivoted to lugs extended downward from
‘the arm .

50 pivoted between the plates of a bracket 3,
attached to the inner side of the car, so that |

and the object 1s to pro-

(Shown .

The inner end. of the arm 5 1s:

| the catcher-carrying arm may be moved in-
‘ward or outward through a doorway of the
car. Itisheld in thisadjusted inner or outer

position by means of a pin 9, attached to a 355
lever 10, mounted on the upper side of the
bracket 8. 'The pin passes through an open-

ing in the upper plate of the br ackes and is

@dap‘red to engage in either one of two oppo-
site openings formed in the inner end of the 6o
arm 5, as indicated in Fig. 5.

To the outer arm or member of the catcher
one end of aspring-plate 11is attached. The

free end of this lever extends considerably

rearward of the arm 5, and the onter side of 65
the outer arm is provided with a notch 12 t
receive a 1inﬂ‘ 13, to which a mail-sack is d,t,
tached. )

plate 2 and cxtends over 1116 5p1mtr-platé 11
which temporarily holds the ring 13 in en- 70
gagement with the spring-plate, bm: allows

| the same to slip 01:1“_ as will be her emaftel de-

seribed. +
The station or stationary cal;(,hel 18 ordi-

narily like the catcher first deseribed—that 75
is, it comprises a plate 15, having divergent
arms to which springs 16 are &Btdehed Slmllm

to the springs 3 and 4, and on the side of this
pl@te 15 nearest the track a spring-plate 17
is attached to receive a ring 13%, to which a 8o
sack carried by the car 1s dbt&ChE‘d This
catcher-plate 15 is reversibly mounted on an

‘arm 18, pivotally connected to cheek-pieces

19, attached to a post 20.

For temporarily holding the arm 18 in its 85
horizontal position I em Dloy a rod 21, which
is pivotally connected to the arm 18 and is
adapted toengage in either one of a series of
notches 22, fm med in the post 20. After the
arm, however shall have been raised to its go
]:1011201113*11 position a lever 23, pivoted to the
arm, is moved to engage at one end over a

block 24, secured to the post 20 between the

cheek-pleees 19 and having its end passing

into a notch formed in the end of thearm 18. 95

When this lever 23 is in the position indi-

| ecated in Fig. 1, with its end resting on the

block 24, the rod 21 may be moved from its

notch and allow the arin to assume a per-
pendicular position when the lever 23 is dis- 100

engaged from the block 24. It will be noted
that the free end of the lever 23 passes over




18 in its horizontal position and the end of the
lever 23 is engaged on the upper side of the
block and dbove the pivot of the arm, the

and beyond the catcher 15, When the arm

sald lever forms practically a rigid conne(*-
tion between the arm and block.

In-operation should it be desired to trans-

fer a mail-sack to a station catcher and g

IO

“over the inner arm or member of the catcher-
plate 15 and also pass between the springs
16. At the same time the outer arm or mem-

20
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45

mail-sack from the station eatcher to a car
the mail bag or sack ¥, carried by the ear, is

13, which is engaged with the spring-plate
11 as indicated in Fig. 1. The mail-sack z
belnﬂ' connected to its ring 138%, the said ring

18 enﬂ'au‘ed with the spring- p]d‘re 17. Of course

the two cdtehers must be pldced substantially

ot thesame horizontalline. As the car moves |

along toward the station the ring 13 will pass

ber of the catcher-plate 2 will pass through

the ring 132, Wthh will pass between 1he-

Springs 3 dl_ld 4. At this time the catcher
carried b) the car will engage with the lever
23, swinging it out of its lockuw position, al-
lowmﬂ' the arin, with the catcher and its mall-
sack, to SWing d(}wnwmd It is understood,

howevel that vhis swinging motion is not ab-

solutely necessaly but lt may be preferred to

mount the lever to swing, so as to remove it
from any possible obstractions that might be
carried by a freight-car or the like.

It is obvious Lhat a mail-sack may be sup-
ported on either one of the catchers to be en-
gaged by the other catcher. In other words,
it is not necessary to support mail- bags on
both of.the catchers at the same time.

Having thus described my invention, I

claim as new cmd desue to secure by Letterfs
Patent— -

1. A mail - eatcher compnbmu‘ a plate

mounted to swing and having forwardly-pro-
jected arms, a spring-plate eonnected at one

end to one of said arms and having its free

end extended rearward of the swingin g-point |

of the plate and holding devices on the inner
mde of the arms, bubstantlally as specified.

c, - | 661,850

2. A mail-catcher, comprising a swinging
arm, a catcher-plate mou nted to swing on bﬂ,ld

arin lhe sald plate having forwardly- ettended

arms, holding devices uonnecned to the inner
sides of sald forwardly-projected arms, and a

spring-plate extended along the outer mde of
-said catcher-plate, the free end of sald spring-
plate being projected rearward of the swing-

ing-point ot the catchel pla,te bllbbt&lltlcﬂly

~as specified.
- attached by any sultable means to its ring |

3. A mail - eatcher, GOlan'lb‘I[lg' an
mounted to swing relatively to a support,

4

arms of the plate being divergent, springs
connected to the inner sides of &dld arms and
meeting at their free ends, a spring-plate at-
tached to the ounter side of the outer arm of

-the bifurcated plate, and a sack- suspending
ring adapted to engage with said swinging

arm, substantially as speclﬁed

4. A mail-catching device forstations, com-
prising a post, an arm mounted to swing on
sald post, means for locking said arm in its

~horizontal position, a catcher-plate mounted

on sald arm and- comprising divergent por-
tions, springs mounted on the inner sides of

sald divergent portions, and a spring-plate

attached to the outer side of. one of" said di-

-vergent portions, the free end of said plate
Ppassing beyond the connection-of the plate
and. the first-named arm, substdntmlly as.

specified.
5. In a mml—cd,bcher an arm conneeted to

a car, whereby it may be swung into and out

of the car, a bifurcated plate reversibly con-
nected to Lhe swinging arm, a spring-plate at-
tached to the said b1f urcctted plate for receiv-
ingaring orsimilar device attached to a mail-
Sdck dnd a cam-plate attached to the bifur-

.cated plate and extended over the spring-
plate, substantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

‘name to this specification in the prcsenee of
- two blleCl‘lblI]U‘ witnesses.

(HARLES C. COLEMAN
Wl'tn esses :
"NitA H. MOOR‘\IAN, |
- JEAN B. LISSLEY.
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~bifurcated plate mounted on said arm, the
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