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- UNITED STATES

THOMAS J. PICKETT, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

. WASHING-MACHINE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters IE_’_a,tent No. 661,726, dated November 13, 1900.
Application filed August 11, 1900, ‘Serial No. 26,686, (ﬂn model.) |

To all whom it may concer: |

Be it known that I, THOMAS J. PICKETT, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of San Francisco, State of
California, have invented an Improvementin
Washing-Machines; and I hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear,
scription of the same. |

Myinvention relates to a machine for wash-
ing clothes. It consists of a convex-faced

rocking plate resting upon the clothesinatub,
with a rod or stem upon which fits a cross-

yoke connected at each end with a weight-car-

rying platform and means for operating the
plate while under pressure and adjusting the
different parts, as will be fully shown by the

~ following specification and drawings.
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Figure 1 is a side elevation of the machine,
the side of the tub being partially broken
away. Fig.2isafrontelevation of the same.
Fig. 3 is a modification of the stand, plat-
form, and handle-bar connections. Kig. 4 1s
a top view of the tub. *

A represents an ordinary tub upon a bench |

or other support, as 2. | | .
3 1s a rocking block or plate with a con-

vex face and a diameter a little less than that-

of the tub. The face of the plate is a seg-
ment of a cylinder to permit forward-and-
backward rocking and prevent rolling in a

transverse direction. At its center 4 is se-

curely attached a stem 5, which is slotted at
its upper end to receive the cross-yoke or
This handle-bar is notched at
its middle 25 and rests upon the pin 22. At
each end of the haudle-bar are hangers 23,
carrying pulleys 7. Similar pulleys 7" are at-
tached to a cross-bar 8 beneath the tub-sup-
port, forming part of the pressure-platform 10.
The attaching parts of these pulleys 7' to the
cross-bar 8 are shown in Figs. 1 and 2. In
the center and on the under side of the bar

8 are pivoted at 15 the arms 14, having hooks

13 to engage the said pulleys. A cross-ptecell
rests upon the platform-bars 10, upon which
the operator stands. A rope 9 is attached at
one end at 13, as at the right, Fig. 2, passes
up through the yoke-pulley 7 and down and
through the platform-pulley 7" and then up
through the space in the pulley-hanger 23,
through the slot in the bar 5, and beneath the

nnder side of the handle-bar 6, through the

and exact de-

pulley-hanger 7 at the opposite end of the
handle-bar, and is removably attached to an
adjusting pin or hook 26. On the left side
one end of anotherrope % issimilarly attached
below and passed through the pulleys and is
connected with the first rope by a common
fastening, as a ring 24, which can be slipped

overorreadily detached from the adjustment-

pins 26, or one rope, as the firstone, may serve

and then passing through the two pulleysand

its other end being attached to 13 at the left.

By the withdrawal of the pin 22 the rope 9,
with the handle-bar 6, can be readily freed

from all connection with the rocking plate

and permit of separate and easy handling and
storing. | |

To operate, the tub is filled as desired with

water and clothes properly soaped, the rock-
ing plate placed upou them, and the yoke and
platform attached and in position, as shown.
This platform has one end resting upon the
oround and the other is suspended by the

ropes 9 and 9. The operator stands upon the

cross-board 11 and grasps the handle-bar 6 on
either side of its center and by a simple al-
ternating push and pull thereon causes the
plate 3 to rock back and forth upon the clothes
within the tub, which by this movement and
the constant downward pressure of the plate
are soon cleansed. = The adjustiment of the
platform is made to the handle-bar in relation

to the height and convenience of the opera-

tor and to the awmount of the wash by the
shortening or lengthening of the ropes 9 9" by
the attachment of the end of the rope or ropes
to the various pins 26—as, for i1nstance, to
bring the elevated end of the platform nearer
the handle-bar and so accommodate a shorg
person the rope ring would be put over a pin
farther to the right on the handle-bar.

The parts 14 are made and pivoted as
shown for the following reasons: As the han-
dle-bar is moved forward and the stem o Is
inclined more from the perpendicular the
arms 14 turn also and the ropes 9 9" tend to
keep in aline parallel with the position they

had originally, and so when the handle-bar :

is swung backward there is the same adjust-
ing movement. This is of considerable im-
portance, because it requires far less power

to rock the plunger than it would were .the

55

6o

- the purpose of both, as by leoping the pin 26 -

70

3

Qo




[0

AN

661,726

attaching-points 13 fixed and stationary upon | given a rolling backward-and-forward move-

the bar 8, as then with the weight upon the
platform the stem 5 would always seek an

upright position, and consequently the far-
ther the stem was inclined from the perpen-
dicular the more power would be required on-
the part of the operator, while as I make my

device the power applied is nearly constant,

and the effort to cause the rocking is but .

slight at that and varies but little in propor-

‘tion to whatever extra pressure be put upon |

~ the plate.
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In Fig. 3 T have shown a modification of

my machine embodying the same principles,

but in a lighter form and intended for use
under certain conditions. _
tub, rocker, and handle; but I do away with
the pulleys and connect either end of two
ropes to a cross-bar 19 at 20, and the other

ends of the ropes pass up through eyes 21 at
the respective ends of the handle 6 and at-.

tach to adjusting-pins 26. | ,
Attached to the bench 9 by the pins 17 are

‘the links 16, connecting to the platform by
T'he rope is so adjusted by attach-

pins 18. |
ment to the pins 26 as to cause the platform
to clear the ground and which is thus sus-
pended at two points. The operator stands

upon-the barlland movesthe haiidle, as be-
tore, the positions and angles of the ropes 9

9', the bars 10, and the links 16 changing rela-
tively as the handles are moved. That the

- clothes may not pack too solidly in the bot-

35

tom of the tub there is inserted the false bot-
tom, made with the cross-bars 28 and con-
nected by strips or bands 29, |

To prevent splashing of suds by the agita-

tion of the rocking plate, T have shown a cover

00, consisting of a hoop 31, fitting tightly

15

against the inner upper edge of the tub, to
which is attached the flexible cover 30, with
a central opening sufficiently large to permit

the backward-and-forward movement of the

stem 5. 'This-coveralso tends to keep out the
dast and dirt.

Patent, is—

1. In a washing-machineé, the combination

of atub, a rocking plate fitting within the tub,

~ having a rounded lower face and an actuat- -
ing-stem, means by which this plate may be |

There is the same

ment, and means by which the pressure of the

-plate in the tub may be regulated including

a transverse centrally-pivoted handle-bar, a
pressure-platform and connections between
the latter and the ends of the handle-bar.

- 2. In a washing-machine, the combination
of a tub, a convex-faced rocking plate having
an actuating-stem, a transverse handle-bar
supported above the tub and centrally pivoted
tosald stem, a pressure-platform, a transverse

| connection across the platform, and means
Joining the opposite portions of said connec-
tlon with the corresponding ends of the han-

dle-bar. | . _ _
3. In a washing-machine, the combination
of-atuband support,with a convex-faced plate

having a notched stem, a handle-bar which is

centrally pivoted on this stem, pulleysat each
end of this handle-bar, a pressure-platform,

other pulleys connected therewith, and ropes

passing through said pulleys and adjustably

fastened to the handle-bar, and secured to

one end of the pressure-platform.

4. In a washing-machine, the combination
of a tub, a convex-faced plate having a cen-
tral stem, a transverse handle-bar, pulley-

tally, other pulley-blockscarried by the arms,
ropes passing around said blocks and con-

necting the handle-bar and platform, and

means for adjusting the platform with rela-
tion to the handle-bar. | |
9. Thecombinationofatub, a convex-faced

| plate therein and having a stem, a transverse

handle-bar centrally pivoted to said stem, a
pressure-platform adapted to bear the weight

of the operator, connections at the ends of the

handle-bar and other connections at the sides

of the platform, and ropes engaging said con-
| nections, and means on the handle-bar for the

attachment of the end of the ropes whereby
the platform is adjusted with relation to the

| “handle-bar. '
_ Having thus described my invention, what |
I claim as new, and desire o secure by Letters

In witness Wh-ereqf'I have hereunto set my
hand. |
: _' THOMAS J. PICKETT.
Witnesses: . |

~ S. H. NOURSE, -
JESSIE C. BRODIE.
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