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~ enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.
~ My invention relates to improvements in
‘can-openers, and has particular relation to
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‘a citizen of the United States,
Washington,in the District of Oolumbla have |
invented certain new and useful Imp10ve-'
ments in Can-Openers; and I do hereby de-

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

'LOUIS C. WITKOWSKI,

OF WASHINGTON,

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

CAN-OPENER.

SPECIFI_OATION forming part of Lettefs Patent No. 661,570, dated November 13, 1900.
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To all whom it may concerwn:
Be it known that I, Louis C. WITKOWSKI,
residing at

clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act descripiion of the mv'entlon such as will

that construction of can-opener which is de-
siened to be shipped with the can, so as to
always be ready for use in opening the same,
and which will rest flatly upon the can dur-
ing shipment and will not be liable to pune-
ture the can during such shipment or inter-
fere with the packing of one can upon an-

other; and the invention consists of certain

- novel constructions, combinations, and ar-
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rangements of parts, as will be hereinatter

described and specifically claimed.

The main object of my invention is the pro-
duction of a pivoted cutting point or kuife

‘which is either stamped out of or connected

with the member which forms the operating

member and which is adapted during ship-

ment to lie flatly or horizontally, but which
when it is desired to cut out the end of a can
can be turned at substantially a right angle
to the main body portion and by being forced
through the tin and given a rotary movement

- will cut out the end of the can, as will be
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a perspective view of the same, showing the | top or end of a can.

hereinafter more fully described.

Another object of my invention is the pro-
duection of a can-opener which can be shipped
flatly or horizontally on top of a.can without
requiring a depression to be formed in said
top to receive said opener.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a perspective view of a can-opener construct-

ed in accordance with myinvention and show-
ing the same in a flat condition ready for ship-
ment and provided with a penetrating pivot-
point.

position at right angles to the main body por-
tion. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of my 1m-
proved can-opener, showing the same pro-
vided with a bayonet-shaped slot. Fig. 4 1s

| cutting-point in an operative position.

during the cutting-out operation.

- Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the |
same, showing the cutting-point turned to a

(No model.)

Fig.
5 is a perspective view of a portion of a can,
showing my improved can-opener upon the
same and ready for shipment. Fig. 6 is a
vertical section through a portion of a can
with my improved can-opener in position
upon the same as it would appear when cut-
ting out the top of the same. FKig. 71s 4 per-
Spectlve view of a modified form of can-
opener. Iig. 8 is a perspective view of the
same, ShOWIBO‘ the pivoted cutting-point as
it would appear when in a position to (,ut out
the top of a can.

1 in the drawings represents the body por-
tion of my device, which, as seen in Kig. 1,
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consists of a flat piece of thin sheet metal

having its side edges preferably turned over
or rolled, as at 2, to reinforce or strengthen
the body portion along the said edges and to

70

prevent the hand of the operator being cut

The body
portion is provided with a cutting knife or
point 3, which is adapted to lie flatly or hori-
zontally during transportation,
when desired can be turned at approximately
aright angle to thesaid body portion, asshown
in Fig. 2, to cut out the top or end of a can.
This feature of the pivoted cutter or knife 18
common to all of the constructions illustrated
in the drawings. In Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4 the
pivoted knife or cutter is formed by stamp-
ing the same out of the material constituting
the member or body portion in which said
knife or cutter operates, and in Figs. 7 and 8
the knife is shown as being constructed sep-
arately from the member to which it 1s at-
tached, so that a cheaper grade of metal may

be used for the main member or body portion,

while the cutting point or kunife may be con-
structed of steel capable of cutting most
any gage of tin used in packing and shipping
goods.,
formed integral with the main body portion
or member, it is preferably stamped out of
the same, so as to have a space all around ex-
cept at tWo points, which form pivots 4 4, as
shown, which permit of the knife or cutting-
point being readily turned at approximately
a right a,nﬂ‘le to the body portion and at the

same time be of sufficient rigidity to permit
the cutting-point to be used in ¢utting out the

The cutting-point of my

but which

Where the knife or cutting-point is
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improved can-opener has only to he beht 0T

turned once to bring it to an operative posi-
tion, which bemlmw operation does not suffi-

cleutly weaken theﬁbet of the metal torender
it impracticable for the punecturing and cut-
ting out operation; but, on the countrary, I

“have found it to be exceedingly pracuicable.
In Figs. 1and 2Thaveshown oneendof thede- | | _
| the same, but which when the pivot-point 5

vice pIO‘i‘Ided with a penetrating-point 5,

‘which 18 bent down slightly at an angle ‘ro*

the main body portion and which is designed

to be foreed through the top or end of a can,
~at or near the center of the same, when it is
desired to cut outsaid end, and the cutter or:

knife havmn‘ heen turned aJt an angle to the

main bodyv portion, as shown in Frﬂ‘ 2,1t is
~ simply necessary to force the point 5 thmuwh
the end of the can near its center and the;
cutfer or knife through the end of the can:
near its periphery, z—md holding the device:
firmly, give it a lota,ly motlon “the point 5|
~ serving as a pivot, the end of the can will be !
- ¢om pletely and rapidly cutout.

-struction and arrangement it is not necessary
to provide a pivot-point or rivet .on top of the:
can, nor to provide a depression in the top of
the can for the reception of the point of the:
knife during shipment, both of which features |
~are very lmportant, as the provision of a|
pivot-point on the top of a can adds to the cost
of production, as a specially-constructed ma-:
chine has to be employed to apply the eyelets :
orrivets, and a special tin has to be employed
-which will receive a depression or depressions
at a suitable point for the reception of the:
point of the knife, which will not be 1n311red

by forming such depreq%mn or depresalons mn
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the same. The construction shown in Figs. |
3 and 4 18 similar to that shown in Flﬂ's 1

and 2, with the exception that instead of em- |
ploymﬂ‘ a penetrating pivot-point 5 I employ |
a bayonet-shaped slot 6, which is designed to
engage a rivet or pivot- pomt 12 on the end or
In
this construetion and ananﬂement the can- .
opener is preferably applied to the pivot- |
before being shipped, which |
is deeomnhshed by inserting the device over !
“the head of the pivot by passing the latter:
through the opening 71in the bayonet-shaped .
slot, whlch is slightly larger than the head .
and then shdmﬂ' the device'
along a slight distanece until the w&lls oredges
of the slot engage the under side of the head
of the pivot, in whlch condition it is shipped .
and is held in place without other securing |
“With this construction when it 1sf;
desired to ctit.out the end or top of a can the
can-openerisdrawn forwardly until the pivet
onh the can is engaged by the Opemnﬂ* 8 of;’
the bayonet-shaped slot; which opening is

top of a can, as-shown in Figs. 5 and 6.

pmnt on a can

ot the pivot,

nmeans.

slightly smaller than the head of the pivot
and by which forward movement of the can-

opener the outer end 1 of said opener will be :
brought beyond the outer edge of the can
and serve as a handle to be grasped by the

~ operator in cutting out the end of the can,

By this con-

1

|

and the. cutter -or

. 861,570

knife 3 will be breught
guite close to the edge:0f the can. The fea-
ture ot a lever-handle extending bevond the

periphery of the end of a can is common to

the construction illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2,

the length of the can-opener I)emg such that
| it will during shipment rest flatly on top of

a can without extending beyond the edge of

1s forced throucr*h the center of the top of a
can aud the cutmn g-point 3 is forced through

‘the end of the can nearits periphery extends

beyond the same, to'be grasped by the opera-

tor in ‘the. cuttmﬂ'-oub operation.

In Figs. 7 and 8 I have shown a slightly-

-modlﬁed form -of construoction in which the
pivoted knife-or.eutting-point, as heretofore
explained,
main body portion of the device, and in this
~construction the pivoted knife is located at

18 formed separately from the

one end of the main body portion instead of

intermediate 1ts ends, as in Figs. 1 and 3.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that I have produced a verysimple and
cheap but effective can-opener which can be

shipped with any style of can without requir-
ing .any auxiliary means for preventing the
cutting knife or point penetrating the tin

during transportation and which when de-

sired can be readily adjusted to cut out the

end of a box or can.

I have found that it is.not desuable to form
the top of .a can with a depression to receive
the cutting-point of a.can-opener for the rea-
son that it involves expense to form such de-

pression or depressions, and in working in

some kinds of tin it is impractical to form

'sueh_depressioneow_i:ng to breaking the fiber

of thetin. I find, furthermore, that canners

hesitate about adopting a can-opener which
requires a special construction of ecan in or-

der to successtully use the said opener. My
invention is deswned to overcome these ob-
Jections and to be used on cans of ordinary
construction. |

Having now deserlbed my mvenmon what
I elaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
a can-opener consisting of a body portlon

provided with means. for engaging the top or

end of .a can and carrying a pivoted knife or
cubting-point, which knife rests flatly or hori-

zontally upon the top of a can and parallel

with the body portion during transportation,

but, which, when it is desired to cut out the

end of the can, 18 turned at substantially a
right angle to the main body portion and
forced through the tin and given a rota,ry

movement, substantlally as described.

2. Asan un_,pmved article of manufacture,

provided with a puncturing - point  which
serves as a pivot during the cutting-out op-
eration, said body pmtlon also carrying a
pwoted knife or cutter which, during trans-

| portation, rests flatly or houzontally upon
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‘a can-opener consisting of a body portion
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the top of a can and parallel with the body | rests parallel w.i'th_'the body portion, bub

portion, but which, when it is desired to cut | which, when it is desired to cut out the end

out the end of a can, is turned to a position | of the can, can be turned at an angle to the

atright angles tosaid body portion and forced | body portion, substantially as deseribed. 15 N
5 through the top of the can and given a rotary In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my '

movement, substantially as described. signature in presence of two witnesses.

3. Asan improved article of manufacture, | T |

a can-opener consisting of a suitable body | LO_UIS C. WI PKOWSKL

portion and a cutting-point, which latterisan | Witnesses:
1o integral part of the material constituting the | ESTHER V. BYNG,

body portion and which, during shipment, | @ EDGAR M. KITCHIN.
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