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M b e —

To all whom it may concern: |

Be 1t known that I, CESAIRE MELANCON, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Plattenville, in the parish of Assumuption

and State of Louisiana, have invented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Hay-
Rakes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. | | -

My invention relates to an improvement
in revolving wheeled horse hay-rakes; and
my improvements consist in novel features
of counstruction hereinafter described and
claimed. |

Inorder that my invention may be fully un-
derstood, I will proceed to describe it with
reference to the accompanying drawing,
which 18 a perspective view of my improved
hay-rake. |

1is a neck-yoke supported in a tongue 2,
the tongue being secured at its inner end to
an axle 1%, joarnaled in ground-wheels 4.

1" is a transverse bar secured to the tongue.
Attached to the upper side of the axle 1* and
transverse bar 1° are side bars 2%, and be-
tween the tongue 2 and the side bars is a
flooring 3, also supported on the axle and
transverse bar.
vides means for supporting the singletrees 14,
whereby the team is hitched to the machine.

15 18 a pair of angle-brackets attached to
the side bars and to which my improved rock-
1ing rake-frame is pivoted by bolts 18. This
frame is constructed with side beams 5, a
transverse bar 5* at its forward end, and a
transverse bar 5° intermediate of its ends.
My revolving rake-head is located at the rear
endof the rocking frame, being provided with
a shaft 16, having rows of teeth 17, and is
Journaled to the side beams. This rake-head
is arrested in its movement and released by
an arched frame 6, pivoted to the side beams
by bolts 18* and seating when in normal po-

sitlon against stops 7, as indicated in dotted
lines.

U* 18 an angle-bracket secured to the inter-

mediate transverse bar 5° by a bolt 18°, This
angle-bracket provides a support for a lever
9, ptvoted by a bolt 18 thereto and connected
by a chain 8 with the arched frame 6, where-
by the latter is puiled out of the path of a
row of rake-teeth 17 engaged thereby to en-

able the last released row of teeth to leave { withdraws the latch 12 from engagement with

The transverse bar 1° pro-

the gathefed material, and then the arched

frame is released to hold the next row of teeth

and the advanced row of teeth in operative
position. Ior lowering or raising the rear
end of the rocking frame to place the rake-

head in operative or inoperative position and

for adjasting it in height I provide the means
now desecribed.

13 is an angle-bracket secured by a bolt 18
to the tongue 2.
- 13*isan angle-bracket secured by a bolt 18¢

to the forward transverse bar 5 of the rocle-

ing frame.

11 is a lever bearing at its middle part 18¢
against the angle-bracket 13* on the forward
transverse bar and pivoted to the angle-
bracket 13 by a bolt 135, This lever is pro-
vided with a spring-latch 12, adapted to en-
gage the teeth of arack orratechet bar 10, se-
cured to the tongue. |

T'he object of my inventien is to provide a
rake for hay, vines, &c., especially to ar-
range 1t so that 1ts teeth may be easily and
convenliently raised and lowered, this being
done without stopping the machine.

T'he operation of my machine is as follows:
The driver sits where he can conveniently
handle the levers 9 and 11. As he drives the
machine forward the hay is ecaught by one
row of the teeth and turns the axle 16 until
another row of the teeth rests against the
arched frame 6. Then asthe machine moves
forward the teeth nearest the earth cateh the

hay and drag 1t along until the driver de-

presses the lever 9, raising the arched frame.

When thisis done, the arched frame is lifted,

so that it does not engage a row of the teeth
of the rake, and thereupon the weight and
Inertia of the hay below cause the teeth to
turn the axle 16. As soon as the teeth pass
the arched frame the driver releases the lever

9, whereupon the weight of the arched frame

causes the latter to fall back to its normal
position apon the stop 7, thus engaging the
next row of teeth as the axle 16 revolves. The
driver continues on his way and when he
thinks proper he again depresses the lever 9,
agaln releases the gathered-up hay, and is
again in position to goon with the rake. The
distance of the teeth from the ground is regu-
lated by means of the lever 11. The driver
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| the ratchet 10 and may then raise or lower |

L |
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the lever 11 at will. As he raises the lever
11 he raisesthefrontend of the rocking frame,
and thereby lowers the rear of this rocking
frame, causing the teeth to go nearer the
earth. On the other hand, if the driver de-
sires to lift the teeth from the earth he de-
presses the lever 11. In this way, according

to the position of the latch 12 in the rack or

ratchet bar 10—that is, according to the posi-

tion of the lever 11—the teeth are kept nearer
Thus it be-

to or farther from the ground.
comes easy for the driver at any time not only
to regulate the distance between the teeth
and the earth on the level ground, but also

to raise or depressthe teeth at any given place
In case there should be a little hlll or a slight

depression in his way. This a,rr:fmgement
enables the driverto avoid mixing earth with
the hay, as 1s often done at present.

Having thus described my invention, the

fnllowmw is what I ¢laim as new therem and
desire 60 secure by Letters Patent:

1. A hay-rake comprising a supporting-
frame, a rocking frame pivoted to the support-
ing - frame, a lever pivoted to the rocking
frame, a revolving rake-kead having rows of
teeth and journaled to the rocking frame, a
stop on the rocking frame, an arched frame
pivoted to the rocking frame and resting in
normal position against the stop to arrest the

rotation of the rake-head, and meanswhereby
the arched frame is connected with the lever.
2. A hay-rake comprising a supporting-

frame, a rocking frame pivoted to the support-

1
-

ing-frame, a lever pivoted to the supporting-
frame, and bearing on the forward end of the
rocking frame, a ratchet-bar secured to the
supporting-frame and with which the lever

on the supporting-frame is engaged, a lever

pivoted to the rocking frame,arevolving rake-
head journaled fto the rocking frame, an
arched frame pivoted to the rocking frame to
arrest the rotation of the rake - head and
means whereby the arched frame is conneeted

~with the lever on the rocking frame.

3. A hay-rake comprising a supporting-

| frame, a rocking frame pivoted to the support-

ing -frame, a lever pivoted to the rocking
fldll’]e arevolving rake-head journaled to l;he
rear end of the 10(,km;ﬂ frame, an arched
frame pivoted to the rocking fm,me to arrest

the rotation of the rake- head means whereby

the arched frame is connected with the lever,
and means for adjusting the forward end of

the rocking frame.

In testlmony whereof I affix iy signature

in presence of two witnesses.
CIESAIRE ME LANQ()N

Witnesses:
| J. I3. CROCHET,
THEODORE MELANCON.
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