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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, LEONARD C. TIERFEL, of
Rochester, in the county of Monroe and State
of New York, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Bicycle-Racks, which im-
provement is fully set forth in the following
specification andshown in the accompanying

- drawings.
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My invention is a rest or rack for tempo-
rarily holding bicycles adapted to be placed
upon the sidewalk or at other convenient or
sultable place for receiving bicycles during
brief periods, the same being hereinafter fully
described, and more particularly pointed out
in the claims. |

One object of the invention is to produce a
bicycle-rack provided with pivotal or folding
legs, 80 as to be brought into a smaller com-
pass when not in use.. .

A further object of the invention is to pro-
duce a bicycle-rack having folding legsso con-
structed that the weight of the body of the
rack and of the supported bicycles shall tend

to hold the legs more firmly.in their opened po-
sitions.

A further object of the invention is to form:

the rack so that when the legs are folded it
will still stand erect upon four feet, it not be-
ing required to lean the folded device against
a supporting object or to lay it flat upon its
side.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is an
elevation of one of the faces of my improved
bicycle-rack in position for use, a part being
broken away. Fig. 2 is a side view of the
rack when in use, seen as indicated by arrow
in Kig. 1, parts being broken away and ver-
tically sectioned. Fig. 81is a side view of the
rack when folded, parts being broken away
and sectioned.

A is the frame of the device, preferably
made of wood, consisting of two upright side
bars a ¢, with horizontal ecross-bars b ¢ d an
vertical dividing-bars m. |

5 are the legs, four in number, forming a
pair at either face of the frame and secured
to the latter by horizontal metal straps e e,
made rigid with the respective side bars a «
by means of simple holders f. Thestrapsee,
one on each side of the frame, are equal and
at the same distance from the bottom of the
frame, the respective legs being held pivotally

*

to thestraps by pivot pins or bearings ¢. On
account of this construction of the deviee
the supporting-legs may-assume the open po-
sition, as when in use, (shown in Fig. 2,) or
closed, as shown in Fig. 3. When closed, the
inner facesof the legs are in contact with the
opposing faces of the side bars ¢ a, the planes
of the outer faces /i of the legs being parallel
with each other and with the corresponding
taces of said side bars. Both ends of each
leg are made inclined or slanting, and when
the legs are opened out to support the frame
for use, as shown in Fig. 2, their lower ends
bear flat or broadly upon the floor C and their

upper slanting ends bear broadly against the

opposite faces of the side bars. When opened
out for use, the lower ends of the supporting-
legsextend below the lower end 7of the frame,
the latter being up clear from the floor or sus-
pended, as shown, the upper projecting parts

p of the legs bearing against the respective

side bars, constituting stops to prevent a fur-
ther spreading out of the legs. Constructing
the device in this manner causes the weight
of the suspended frame and that of the in-
cumbent bicycles to more firmly hold the sup-
porting-legs in their opened positions, thus
adding firmness and stability to the rack.
The two supporting-legs on either side of
the frame are joined or tied by rigid hori-
zontal bars o, parallel with the frame, upon
which bars and the central bar d of the frame
the forward wheels of the.bicycles rest (see
dotted circular lines, Fig. 2) when the bicy-
cles are placed in the rack. When the bicy-
cles are in place, the forward wheels project
(in either direction, as the case may be)
through the openings n between the dividing-
bars m. When folded or out of use, as
shown in Fig. 3, the extreme lower ends % of
the respective legs constitute four feet for
matntaining the rack in an upright position,
so that it may be set aside in an erect posi-
tion without requiring other support or to be
placed flat upon its side. The frame, which

1s rectangular, is preferably construected to
receive a panel [ for advertising or other
purposes, this being a common feature in de-
vices of this kind. |
- What I elaim as my invention is—
1. Arack for holding bicyeles, consisting of
| side bars connected at their upper ends, a bar
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connecting the lower ends of said side bars
and upon which the wheel of a bicycle is de-
signed to rest when 1n use, and legs pivotally

connected to the side bars in the same plane

therewith and having inclined upper and
lower ends whereby when the legs are spread
the side bars are brought toward the ground
and the lower cross-bar into position to re-
ceive the bicycle-wheel, and the inclined up-
per ends of the legs engage opposite sides of

the side bars of said frame, substantially as

shown and described.

2. Arackfor holding bicycles, consisting of
a rectangular frame, with lower connectmﬂ‘-
bar to receive the Wewht of the wheel of a
bicycle and legs seeured pivotally thereto in
the same plane therewith with their lower
ends reaching below the frame, the latter
having horizontal bars and vertically equally
spaced minor bars reaching between the
horizontal bars, substantially as and for the
purpose set forth.

3. Abicycle-rack consistingof aframe, and |

foldable legs secured thereto in the same
plane therewith, the legs being formed with
slanting or inclined lower ends constituting
feet for supporting the device when folded
and their upper ends inclined to engage op-
posite sides of the side bars of the frame and

30 thesaid side bars havinga lower connecting-

-ends flat upon the floor,
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bar which is brought into position to receive
the wheel of a bicyecle by the spreading of
said legs, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

4. A bicycle-rack consisting of a holding-
frame having a lower eonneetmﬂ'-bm to re-
ceive the wheel of a bicycle and legs secured
pivotally vo the side bars of said frame in the

same plane as the side bars thereof on either
‘side of the frame, and horizontal bars par-
-allel with the frame and connecting the legs

on either side of the frame, substa,nmally as

‘shown and described.

5. A rack for holding bleycles comprising
a frame having openings for receiving the

wheels and a lower eross-bar upon which a

bicycle-wheel may rest, and pivotal foldable
legs joined to the frame, the legs when opened
out or spread for use bearing at their upper
ends flat against the frame zmd at their lower
substantially as
shown and described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand, this 24th day of May, 1900, in the pres
ence of two subscribing witnesses.

LEONARD C. TIEFEL

Witnesses:
Exos B. WHITMORE,

M. L. WINSTON.
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