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UNITED STATES

JOHN E. ELAM, OF OAKVILLE, TENNESSEE.

HARNESS-CONNECTOR.

- SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 661,288, dated November 6, 1900,
Application filed January 18,1900, Serial No. 1,054, (No model.)

1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoBN E. ELAM, a citi-
zen ot the United States, residing at Oakville,
Shelby county, Tennessee, have invented ceor-
taln new and useful Improvements in Har-
ness-Ifastenings, of which the following is a
Specification.

My invention relates to fastening for har-
ness-breechings or trace-carriers, and is espe-
clally designed to connect breechings to chain
traces. | .

it has for its object the furnishing of a
simple, cheap, and durable fastening which
may be readily attached to the harness and
has such form that when so attached it can-
not easily be accidentally disarranged or de-
tached therefrom. -

My invention consists in the novel arran o6~
mentand combination of parts, which will be
more fully hereinafter set forth in the draw-
mgs and claims.

Inthe drawings which accompany and form

& part of this specification, and in which the
same letters designate the same or like parts
in all the views, Figure 1 shows a side ele-
vation of my fastening as applied to connect
the breeching and trace, with portions of each.
Fig. 2 shows a different way of attaching the
device. Fig. 3 shows a section on the line
2 2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 shows a like section on
the line 11 of Fig. 2. Fig. 5 shows a section
on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1, with the fastening be-
ing applied to the harness.

Referring now to the drawings, the device
consists of a U-shaped metal loop A, having
eyes U in the ends of the sides of the U,which

-eyes are subgtantially parallel to each other

and at right angles to the plane of the legs of
the U. The metal at the bend A’ of the U

18 thickened to take up the wear caused by

the chain, and the loop at that portion is en-
larged to permit a slight play of the link B
of the chain.
proach the eye C they come gradually closer

together until their distance apart is only

large enough to permit the free entrance of
the chain-link D. A strap B is put through
the eyes C to connect the piece A with the

ring F of the breeching &. The preferred
way of fastening the strap is that shown in
Fig. 3, in which the strap is first inserted

As the legs of the piece A ap-

| through one of the eyes C, then through the

ring I, then through the other one of the eyes

C, and again through the ring F, and then

fastened by means of the buckle E. This
buckle K is fastened to one end of the strap
B, which is so inserted through the eves C of
the loop A and through the ring F that when
fastened the buckle is turned away from the
horse and toward the outside, and is thus
readily accessible from the outside. If at
any time a longer fastening be desired, the
strap B, Fig. 4, cau be slipped through both
eyes C and then through the ring F and buec-
kled, as before. It will be seen that by the
first of these methods a double strap is ob-
tained, and yet the link B is prevented from
jumping out of the metal piece A, on which
the wear should come, and cateching in the
leather strap B. This is clearly shown in
Kig. 3, where D' is a dotted position of the
link D, showing that the strap B, passing
around the cross-bars H of the eyes C, is
brought too close together to permit the pas-
sage of the link D’ from the piece A into the
strap B, and the ring F, being of approxi-
mately the same thickness as the link D, will
likewise be prevented from passing from the
strap B into the loop A. 1In Fig. 1 the piece
A is shown as being inserted through a link
D of thechain. Itis, however, not necessary
to put the piece A through the chain-link D,
for it may be fixed as shown in Fig. 2, in
which the chain-link D is inserted through
the piece A, which piece A has then virtually
the same range and motion as when it is in-
serted in the chain-link D, being confined be-

tween the links which connect with the link

D on each side.

Where the strap B passes through one of
the eyes C of the piece A, thence through the
ring ¥, thence through the other of the eyes
C, and thence again through the ring I to the

| buckle E, I provide a loop I, through which

I pass the strap B after putting it through
the first of the eyes C. This loop serves to
keep the strap connected to the piece A while
the fastening is not in use.

In Fig. 5 I show the method of applying
the strap B to the piece A and then to the
ring F. The strap Bis first put through one

| of the eyes C and extended in the dotted po-
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sition BB’. It is then bent down in the posi-
tion shown and slipped through the ring F
and thencethrough the other eye C, as shown.
1t can then be brought around through the

ring F again and buckled. |

I have shown and described my invention
substantially as it should be made; but Lam
aware that slight deviations may be made
from the details here shown without depart-
ing from the spirit of my invention.

WhatIthereforeclaim, and desire to secure

by Letters Patent of the United States, 18—
1. Asa harness-fastening, the combination
of a narrow U-shaped metal piece enlarged
at the bend of the U, havinglegs of substan-
tially equal length, with eyes in the upper
ends of the said legs, the eyes being substan-

tially parallel to each other and ocecupying

planes which are substantially at right an-

oles to the plane of said legs, with a strap |

with buckle thereon inserted through the said

|

Fr

eyes, all substantially as and for the purposes
set forth. . |

2. In a harness, the Combi'na,tioh with the

breeching and the trace, of a connection, said
connection comprising a narrow U-shaped

metal piece, enlarged at the bend of the U,
having eves in the upper ends of the legs sub-
stantially parallel to each other and substan-
tially at right angles to the plane of said legs,

" which legs are closer together at the eye end

than at the bend of the said U, and a strap
with buckle thereon, said strap being inserted
through the said eyes, substantially as de-
seribed. .

‘In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence ot

two subscribing witnesses. |
JOHN E. ELAM.

Witnesses: |
- C. W. HEISKELL,
J. P. HoLT.
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