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Application filed June 11, 1900,

Jo all whonm it nuey concern:

10

- Be it known that I, JAMES "ARMSTRONG

WILDING, a subject of the Queen of England,

residing at London Englaud, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in or
Relating to Ammunition-Boxes, (for which I
have made application for Letters Patent in
Great Britain, No. 743, dated January 12,
1900,) of which the followi ingisa Speclﬁeatwn
This invention 161..-11395 to ammunition-
boxes, and has particular reference to boxes
which hold the belts or bands of cartridges

for maehme-"uns
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The pr mmry object of  the invention is.to
obviate thpdelay which oceurs while the band
18 withdrawn from the gun and placed in the
box, if the gun has to stop firing and be
shifted whon only partof a band of cartridges

has been used, and the similar delay Wthh'

occurs while the band is being replacedin the
gun before firing can be resumed. ~
An ammunition-box according 10 ths in-

vention is so constructed that the lid may be
closed without any delay whenever the gun

stops fiving, the lid then gripping the ba,nd
firmly or engaging it between neighboring
carvridges at the point which happens to be
dd]aceut to the exit from the box. Thus the
ammunition-box becomes connected to the
breech of the gun by the band and may, if

desired, hang suspended by the latter, 8o that

the simple operation of again raising the lid
puats the gun into immediate readiness to re-

- jume firing.  Another advantage of the im-
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proved box is that there is no danger of the
lid being prevented by a cartridge fwm clos-

ing or of a cartridge being ftecidenmlly dis-
(*hm ged if the lid of bhe box is violently closed.
"Intheaccompanying drawings, which illus-

trate one method of parrying mlt this inven-
tjon, Figure 1 shows & longitudinal vertical

section of an ammunition-box constructed
accoraing to this invention with the lid raised

for delivering the carsr 1dge band, the bottom

of the box heing shown in elevation. Fig. 2
is a similar view showing the lid closed &nd
the cartridge-band gripped between the lid
and the box and Iig. 3 isa perspective view
of the a,mmunmon-box in position for use.

The ammunition-box A is8 provided. with a

asarial No, 19 0883, (No mndal HE

lid A', hinged tooneend of the box at A2 The-
upper end of thatside of thebox remote from

the hinge A*is recessed at A3 . Above the re-

cessed portion APis a downwardly-projecting
tongue BB. The projecting portion of the 55 °
tongue b isrounded and ismade integral with
a longitudinal strip B’, by whieh it is secured

to the lid A, "The tonﬂue B, withits pars B,

i1s convenlently made of some resilient ﬂub-'
stance, sach as strip metal, so that the pro- 6o
jecting portion B is nm'mally kept away from
the lid A’, but may be forced back against it
when pressureis brought to bear uponit. . A
cateh Cof known construction is arranged at |
the side of the box and adapted to automat- 65
ically secure the lid when the latter is closed
down upon .the box, and on that side of the

1id opposite the cateh is arranged a guide C.

The bottom of the recess A is beveled or
rounded and is preferably covered bya metal 70

plate A4 by whieh that part of the box is

strengbhened.. The cartridge-band D, eon-
tained withinthe box, passesoverthisrounded
edge on its way to the breech of the gun, so
that the bottom of the recess serves as a sup- 75
porting edge for the traveling band. -
The operation of the devme is as follows:

Oneend of the cartridge-belt D is withdrawn
from the box and phmed in the gun, ready for
action, in the usual manner; but the lid A', 8o
instead of Leing thrown b.-t(,k As 1n Ordmary |
practice, 18 raised quiﬁmenblv to allow the

cartridge-band to pass out freely fromn the re-

cessed part A3, the lid beingsupported in this
position by the cateh Cbearing upon the side 83
wall of the box. If now the gun has to be
moved and firing stOpped it isonly necessary

to press down the Yid A’, when the tongue B.

‘will engage the cartr 1dwe-b:md D between bWO

of tho Gfmtlidtres, as 5hmvu in Fig. 2, thus go - '.
or lppmg the cartridge-band firmly, whlla the -
lid is autmmbleally secured by the catch C.

To recommence firing, it is only necessary to

reiease the cateh C-and raise. the lid to its .
former position, when the cartridge-band D g5

‘is onee more free to be fﬁd from the box, asre-

quired. -
The opposmg faces of the plate A*and ﬂm
tongue B are rounded, asdescribed above, 50

| that should a eartmdge happen to be dimct,ly Ioa
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pon the bottom of the recess at the time the |
1lid is closed the rounded face of the tbngae
B, bearing against the carmdge, which itself
rosts upon a rounded surface, will'canseany
such cartridge to move back into o ‘entirely
out of the box. To prevent damage.to ‘the |

cartridge, the tongue Bis spring-controlled;as

described, so that. it may be forced baek npon’| p
the lid of the box against the action of the
resilient part B'. To still furtherobviate the

risk of lodgment of a eartridge upon the edge

of the plate A*and the consequent obstrue- |,

~ tidn this ' would cause to the immediate clo-

tion" or the oper ative edge of the plate Af,

- which forms the bottom of the recess AS3, is
~arranged to lie ina different plane from that
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occupied by the most prominent portion or.
operative edge of the tongue. In the. draw-'-

ings the operative edge of the tongue B-is

shown as lying in a plane behind that ocou-
pied by the Operatwe edge of the plate A%, so |
that the opposing faces of the two membei:s_ |
do not ¢oincide when in a position of rest

This arrangement makes it impossible for a
cartridge to ybe jammed between the tongue B

-and the botitom of the recess A3, as if the car-
| 't.ndge lies npon theoperative edge of the plate

A%.it will be foreed ountside the box when the

lid is c¢losed, and if it lies immediately he-

neath the mo% prominen$ .part or operative
edge of the tongne B it will be forced ‘back

into the box: wherf the lid is closed.  To

strengthen the. connection between the lid

and box, one plate of the hinge A2 is earried

down the_ rear of the box and secured be-

1 eath it.

It will be understood that thm mventmn is.
not limited to the partlcnlar construction |
shown in the drawings, as it is obvious that;
the plate A4 might be carried upon & spring
and the tﬂngue B secured rigidly to the lid
-in the form of a bead or rigid pm;ectmn
| in closed position, substantially as set forth.

Also the recess A% might be formed in the lid,
the plate A* being made flush with the tap

of the wall of the hox The ammunition-box

could be constructed according to any of these
modifications without, departing. from the

-spirit of the invention, which consists in pro-
viding an ammunition-box with a device by |

which the cartridge-band may be instanta-
neously gripped, such device being operated
by raising and lowering the lid.

What I elaim as my mventlon and deswe
to secure by Letters Patent, 1%-—-— |

- tain a cartridge-band and having a recess in

60

the upper edge of one of its sides for the pas-

sage of the cartridge- band, a lid hinged to

the box and having a projection ab 1t3 free
end to codperate with the recess to clamp the
bangd therein, and meansg to leck the lid in
closed pOS_ItIOIl, substantially as set forth.

2 The combination of a box adapted to con- _
tain & cartr idge-band and having a recessin 65
the upper edge of one of its sides for the pas-

| sage of the cartridge-band,; a lid hinged to

“the box and having a pr(};;ectmn at its free

end to codperate with the recess.toclampthe =
- band therein, the opemtwe surfaeces of the 70
m;action and recess ‘being’ rounded and
lying in different planes, and means to. loek
‘the lid in closed pemtzon anbstantlallyas qet,_-
forth.

3. The combination of abox adapted tocon- 75 | B

i) _tam a cartridge-band and ha,vmg 4 Tecess in . -
sure of the lid A', the most prominent por-}

‘the upper edge of one of it§ gides for the pas-
-sage of the cartridge-band, a lid hinged to
"the box and having a pmJectmn at 1tﬂ free .
“end to codperate mth the recess toclamp the 8o
band therein, the, operative surnfaces of the
pi OJectmn and recess being rounded and
lying in differént planes, and one of said sur-
faces beln fixed and the other yielding and .
means to lock the lid in elosed pomtlon sub . 85
stantially as set forth. ~ |

4. Thecombination of a box Adapted to con-
tain a cartridge-band and having a recess in
“the upper edge of one of its sides for the pas-
sage of the cartudge-band a lid hinged to 90
the box, a spring secured to'the free-end of
| the lid and having a downwardly-projecting -
portion to (-ooperate with' the récess toclamp
the baud therein, and means to lock the lid "
..m closed pﬁSithH substantmlly as set forth. 95

5. The combinationof a boxadapted tocon-_ |

tain a cartridge-band and having a recess'in’

"-’ﬁhe upper edge of one of its sldes for the pas-
sage of the cartmdge-b&nd a-1id hinged to

|- the hox, a spring secured to the free end of 100

the'lid and h:wmg a dawnwardly—pm,]ectmfr -
portion tocodperate with the recess toclamp
‘the band therein, tlie operative surfaces of
 the réeess and downwardly -projecting por- _
‘tian of the spring being rounded- and lying 103
in different planes, and means to lock thelid .

6. The combination of a box adapted tocon-

| tain a cartridge-band and having a recess in

‘the upper edge of one of its sides for the pas- 110
‘sage of the carmdga -band, a_lid hinged to -
the box and having a pro;eetion at its free
end to codperate with the recess to clamp the
‘band therein, and a catch adapteﬁ when in

| one position to lock the lid in closed posltwn 11 5 -
| to clamp the band in the. recess; -and in.

another position to hold thelid partially open

| to permit the withdrawal of the band through
1. .Thecombination of a box adapted to con-

the recess, substantially as et forth. | .
In tesmmony whereof 1 lave algned my.‘rzcr
name to this ﬂpeelﬁcation in the presenee of
two suchmbmg witnesses, -
- JAMES ARMSTR{}NG WILI)IN&
fVltneS‘ﬁﬁS
-~ HAROLD WADE

o 3 !w..RRY B hRmGE




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

