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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

JOHN J. WHITE AND EDMUND F. WHITE, OF HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS.

FOLDING LUNCH OR OTHER BOX.

——— . W

‘%PEGIFIOATION forming part of Letters P&tent No. 661,162, dated M ovember 6 1900.

Apnhc&twn filed March 6, 1900, Berml Nn 7,486,

To all whom it mwy CONCEPT:

- Be it known that we, JOHN J. WHITE and
EpMUND F. WHITE, citizens of the United

States of America, and residents of Holyoke,

in the county of Hampden and State of Massa-

chusetts, have invented certain new and use-
ful Implovements in Folding Lunch or other |

Boxes, of which the following is a full, clear,

~and exact deseription.
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This invention relates to improvements in
folding lunch or other boxes, and has for its
OD]ECTb to simplify and cheapen the construe-

tion of the box and to insure when the same

is in its open position the retention thereof in
such position without liability of its becom-

ing collapsed or of having positions of any of

the parts thereof so der anﬂ'ed as to permit
loss of the contents. -

The invention consists in lhe constructions
and arrangement of parts and the formation

of certain devices, all substantially as here-
inafter fully desembed and set forbh in the,

claims.

Reference is to be had to the aceompam ing
drawings, in which our new and 1mp10ved
folding lunch or other box i is illustrated, and
in Wthh-——- |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the box

as set up and in use. Fig, 21s a central ver-
tical cross-sectional view of the box as in 1ts
collapsed or folded-up position. Fig. 3 1s a

horizontal longitudinal sectional view of the

hox in its folded -up position, the plane of sec-
tion being substantially on the line 3 3, Kig.
2. Fig. £is a vertical eross-sectional view of
the box as set up for use, Fig. 5 1s a per-
spective view of one of the appliances which

‘constitutes the supporting and locking de-

vice for the folding bottom of the box.
Similar characters of referenceindicate cor-

responding parts in all of the views. |
In the drawings, 5 and 7 represent the rec-

mngula,r_fronb@nd rear walls of the box, and

6 6 represent the end walls, _substantially-

hinge-connected at the vertical ends of the

gaid front and rear walls, and each end Is con-

structed in the two. half- sectlon% g g, scored
on the median vertical line g* or otherwise

rendered capable of assuming @qa,ﬂﬂ'lllfu rela-

so tions to each other, as shown in Fig. 3.

1 represents the bHox- -top, hinge- _connected

o the rear wall and having the ﬂd:]_i) 2 pro-

| vided with the eyeleted hole 3,
engages the catch or clasp J_r Whlc,h 1S pro-
v1ded at a suitable place on the exterlm of

(No model.)

through which

the front wall.
The box is provided with any Smtd,ble han-

dle or carrier-strap.

~ 8representsthebottom, of rect ngularform,
| the same being hinged, as indicated at a, to
the rear wall 7 alon}r a horizontal line a &hmt |

distance above the bottom of the box. The
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bottom when swung down into the horizontal '

position shown in Fig. 4 serves as the ex-

pander for the box, serving to keep it in 1ts

distended leetanwu!m form and against be-
ing aceidentally eolldp%ed

Lockmu* devices are provided oper fmng be-
tween hhe forward edge portion of the bot-
tom 8 and the lower portion of the front wall
of the box, the same being susceptible of de-

70

tachment bo render poscuble the folding up of

the box after use. Describing the smd lock-

ing device, which is prefem,bly duplicated in

detml the bottom is provided with the stud
or button 12, the shank and head ot which
project beyond thesurface of the box-bottom,
said button being secured to the bottom by
rivetingorinany Other suitable nanner.
posite the button the front wall of the- bcn;
has the eyeleted hole 10.

The detachable engagement device 9 con-
sists of a single lenﬂ'tjh 0{" wire the interme-

diate portion of which is bentvinto the elon-
cated loop 138, while the extremities of the

wireare contmued in divergence, or fork-like,

‘and have the extreme ends thel o0f Oppmltely
The interme-
diate portions of the extremities 15 15 are bent

outturned, as shown at 14 14.

or bowed, as indicated at 16, in planes angu-

! lar to the plane comprising the loop and 1n
which the greater portion of said extremities -
| lie for the purpose of stiffening and strength-

ening the said device 9, whereby 1t may resist
- the Wew*ht imposed theleon from above, and
fthereby prevent sagging of the bottom, it be-
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ing understood and shown in the dmwmws B

.-that the elongated loop portlon of the device =
“has a sliding engagement on the stud-shank,

while the extremities of the device opposite 1oo

theloop areengaged through the respeeblvely. __
| adjacent eyelet hole 10, as as shown in Fws _'

1 and 4. |
In dls,tendmn* and settlnn* up the box for_'.




A

nse after the side and end walls have been

~spread to the rectangualar form and the bot-
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tom 8 swung down into the horizontal posi-
tion the device 9 is by the fingers squeezed at
the extremities, so that the end members 14 14
are 8o closely towefhm and 1n line with each
other as to have a combined length ]esaﬂmn
the length of the elongated eyelet-hole 10,
and the sald device is then bodily slid for-
ward to bring the said end membhers 14 14
through the eyelet-hole, when the squeezing
pressiure is released and the extremities ex-
pand, whereby the engagement with the oyp-
posite end marginal portions of the hole is in-
sured, as shown in Kig. 1.

The leeation of the bottom- locking device
is shown as at the exterior of the bottom,
which is more convenient for mampll]dmou
than if located on the interior, and such lo-
cation also insures that the entire space with-
in the box isleft clear and unobstructed; but
the location of the said device might be at
the mnterior, and, again, the bottom might be
hinged at the front and have the locking de-
vice located at the rear, orthe locking device
might be arranged for operation between the
end portions of the bottom and the end walls
of the box, all without departing from this
invention. |

When the box is to be knocked down and
folded, the locking devices 9 are pinched and
slid so -that the outturned ends are disen-
aaged from the hole 10 and the said devices
are swung.away from the marginal part of
the bottom or permitted of themselves to so
swing,which they will naturally do, and there-
by when the box is folded up no pmt& of the
said wire devices will protrude beéyond the
margins of the folded lunch-box.

The box may bemade of millboard orpaste-
board cloth-covered, and the hinging of the
parts which have folding connections and re-
lations the one with the other may be insured
by the cloth which covers the pasteboard, or
speclal tape hinges may be employed, or,
again, the flexibility of the one part in rela-

tion to the other may be insured by scoring

the millboard, reliance being had on the te-
nacity of the material or stock.

Having thus deseribed our invention, what
we ¢laim, and desire tosecure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. Inafolding lunch or other box, compris-
ing front and rear sides and ends suitably
hinged and adapted to be collapsed or folded
together, and having the bottom hinge-con-
nected to one of the sides, and adapted to be
folded thereagainst and to be swung down
across to the other side, and a detachable
locking device operating between the mar-
ginal portion of the bottom, and a wall of the
box adjacent which the bottom is swung,

the |
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same constituting, in addition to a device for
confining the bottom, also a suppmtmﬁ* de-

vice thelefm
2. In a folding lunch or other box of the

character described having the bottom hinge-
connected to one of the hox sides to be col-
lapsed thereagainstand swung therefrom into
a horizontal position across to the opposite
box side, and having the box side opposite
that at which the hotmm is hinge-connected
provided near 1ts lower edge with a hole 10,
of a locking device provided on the hinged
bottom adjacent its margin and having a slid-
Ing movementon said hotiom foreng wem@nb
Lhmunh, and disengagement from, s aid hole
in the box side, for the purpose set forth.

3. In a foldm;r lunch or other hox of the
character deseribed, in which the bottom is
hin ae-connected to one of the box sides and
1S a{]rlpt 2 to beswung from a position against
such side at right angles thereto to be Lr oufrhb
marginally A(Uau&ub the other box side, and
the latter having therethrough the hole 10,
and the bottom having the headed stud or
button 12, the locking and supporting device
9 having an elongated loop or eve 13, nor-
mally r]newmlt extremities 15, 15, and the
outturned ﬁee ends 14, 14, smd elongated
eye having a sliding en;.mgement with the
bottom, fm' the purpose set forth.

4. In a folding lunech or other box of the

| eharacter described, a side wall thereof hav-

Ing the eyeleted holes 10, 10, and the hinged
bottom having the headed studs or buttons
12, 12, combined with which are the devices
9, c) each composed of asingle length of wire,
thfs middle portions of which are bent to form
the elongated loop 13, and the extremities of
which are divergent and have the ends 14, 14,
ountturned In opposite directions, for the pm~
poqes set forth.

. In a folding lunch or other hox of the
cha,meter' described, a side wall thereof hav-
ing the eyeleted holes 10, 10, and the hinged
bottom having the headed studs or buttons
12, 12, combined with which are the devices
9, J eﬂ,ch composed of asingle length of wire,
Lhe rmddle portions of whleh are bent to form
the elongated loop 13, and the extremities 15,
15, of whlch are extended divergent santmh
tlflllv in the plane of the loop, and have the
ends 14, 14, outturned in opposite directions

while por'ti()ns of said extremities 15, 15, be-

tween the ends 14 and the loop have ‘rhe bmved
form 16, as shown.
blﬂ'ued by us at Holyoke, Massachusetts,
hhls 12th day of February, 1900. |
JOHN J. WHITE.
EDMUND F. WHITE.
Witnesses:
WM. S. BELLOWS,
M. A. CAMPBELL.
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