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- To all whom it maoy concerve: .
Be it known that I, DANIEL W. 'IOWER 2

citizen of the United States residing-at Gr and'_ |

Rapids, in the county of Keut dlld State of

Mlchwan haveinvented new and usefnl Tm-.
p:ovements in Picture- Ad]llbt@lb of Whl(&h;

- the following is a specification.
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This mvemlon relates to plctule-hd,nwels

~and has for its object to provide an exceed-

ingly simple, light, strong, and durable pic-

ture-hanger WhICh will he efﬁuent in opera--

tion and whlch may be IHdHdebblI red at Snla,ll

¢Ost.

To these ends my invention consists in the

featuresandin the construction,com bmatlon |

and arrangement of parts herema[’bel de-

scribed, .:md particularly pointed out in the
claims, iefelence being had to the a,(,eompa--
nying ar: awings, forming a par b of this speel-_

ﬁcdtlon W hel ein—

mee 1 is a view in fmnt elevation of m‘i‘ﬂ

unploved nanger. - Fig. 2 is an edge view of

)

the same. I‘}ﬂ' 3 18 a sectional view taken
on the line 2 « of Fig. 1. Figs. 4, 5, and 6

are views illustrating thlee different ways ol

- applying the hfmﬂel
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Referring to the dla,mnﬁs the 1efelenee-

Jetter A indicates a plate, plefera.bly of sheet
metal and of any form and size suitable for

the purpose, said plate being bent up at a
right angle on one side to fmm a flange «,
and Sctld flange is provided with an 1ntegml
ear or lug e, which is bent at a right angle

thereto and into parallelism with the plate A

for the purpose hereinafter made apparent.
Said flange is also provided on its edge w1th
an Ovelhdllﬂ‘lllﬂ‘ or undercut lip or tongue ¢

The lettel B indicates a winding- drum'

~ preferably stamped up from an 1111aeu'ml blank
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of sheet metal and provided with an annular
flange b, having ratehet-teeth b’ formed on its.

peuphely T'he drum B is seated on the

plate A and is rotatably secured thereon by a
‘rivet C. -Formed in the periphery of the bar-

rel of the drum is a portoratioun J, through

which the end of the picture-cord is pdssed.

and is Lhen knotted to secure the cord to the

drum. Passing through and secured in the

base or plate A and the ear orlug eis a rivet
or pin K, on which is journaled one end of a

1 the uppel eml of w hmh 18 (umnged Lo Ob(_,ll-

late beneath the ov erhanging llp or tonge e,

which operates to hold the pcwl in operative

paw] D is plowded on-its inner edge near its
free end with an integral beveled projection

teeth of the drum, and on Lhe opposite edge.

ings. Formed in. the ﬂdﬂﬂ'e & near one end

| thereof are two apertures o/, throngh which
1s inserted one end of a wne spring H, the 65 =

otheror free end of which impinges and bea,rs

_the tooth If of the latter in engagement wwh '
the ratchet-teeth b’ of the drum B. -

- Usually -but oneof the hangers is employed 70
with each pmtme As shown in Fig. 4, the
base-plate A is attached to the rear of the

picture-frame on one side by serews or other =

suitable fastenings. One end of the picture--

beforedescribed and is wound about thesame,
while the other end of the cord is attached in
the usnal mannertothe oppositesideof the pic-
ture-frame. Thecord issuspended floma,pm- |

mauner, and when so suspended the picture -

1t to the desired height. To raise the picture,

1t 18 only necessary to rotate the drum in the
proper direction to wind the cord thereon, 8s
and to lower it the pawl is disengaged from |
theratchet-teeth of the drum, When the weight

of the picture will cause the cord to unwmd
from the drum, or a slight downward pull on
the picture mmay be necessary. For conven- go
iencein disengaging the pawl from the rachet-
teeth said pawl IS ptomded on its outer side
with a Iug or lip G, which is bent outward at

a right angle to the pawl to form a thumb-

finger or thumb to retract the pawl against
the tension of the spring H. |
- InFig. 51 have shown the hanger arranged
in substantially the same .manner as tha.t -
above descr ibed, excepting that instead of at- 100
taching the dll]l]l to the side of the picture-

pawl comprising a ﬂat sheet-metal plate D, | fra,me it is atmched Lentrally to the upperend _

position to engage the ratchet-teeth b'.. The-_'_5:5___ S

F, forming a tooth ttmt, engages the ratchet-

| of said pawl is an integral lip or lug I, thay ’6_:5_" .
(18 bent at a. right fmn'le to the pawl, as most
clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 3 of the. draw-

against the lip orlug I of the pawl and holds =

cord is attached to the drum in the manner 75 -

ture-nail or othersuitable supportin the usual o

may be 1ead11y ‘alsed and lowered to adjust

pilece, which may be readily engaged by the 95
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of the same. One end of the cord is attached
to the side of the frame, as before, and the

‘other end is passed through a screw-eye k or

other suitable guide, and thence passes to
the drum, about which it is wound.
When the picture-frame is unusually large

- or heavy, two drums may be employed, one
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being attached to each side of the plcture-
frame, as shown in Fig. 6, a cord being pro-
vided for each drum, one end of each cord
being attached to its drum and the other end
to the picture-frame. '

" Thavedesceribed myimproved hanger as be-
ing emploved for hanging pictures; but it will
be evident that it can be employed equally as
well and without alteration for hanging mir-
rors and other articles of furniture and the
like.

Having described my invention, what 1
claim is— | |

1. In a picture-hanger, the combination
with a base comprising a plate having at one
side an upturned flange provided on its outer
edge with an undercut or overhanging lug
or lip, a winding-drum rotatably mounted on

the base and provided on its periphery with

o ' 660,938

ratchet-teeth, and a pivoted pa.wl constructed

at its free end to engage said ratchet-teeth
and arranged to oscillate between the said
overhanging lip or tongue and the edge of the
flange, substantially as deseribed.

9. In a picture-hanger, the combination

with a base comprising a plate having at one .

side an upturned flange, a drum rotatably

mounted on the base and provided on its pe-

riphery with ratchet-teeth,a pivoted pawl con-
structed atits free end toengage said ratchet-
teeth and provided on its outer edge with a
lip or lug bent at a right angle to the pawl,
and aspring inserted atoneend in apertures
formed in said flange and atits free end bear-
ing against the lip or lug on the pawl to hold

the latter in engagement with the ratchet-

teeth, substantially as deseribed. |
In testimony whereof I have hereunto seb

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.

DANIEL W. TOWER.
Witnesses: |

EDWARD TAGGART,

JAMES B. DAVIES.
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