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UNTTED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES HERBERT OCUMPAUGH, ‘OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK.
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SPRECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 660,918, dated October 30, 1900. '

Application filed October 1, 1900.

Jerial No. 31,632, (Nomodel.)

Lo wll whomy t6 may conceri.

Be it known that I, CHARLES HERBERT
OCUMPAUGH, a citizen of the United States,
residing at Rochester, in the State of New
York, ha,ve invented certain Improvements
in Voting-Machines, of which the following is
a specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments 1n voting - machines, which improve-
ments are fully deseribed and illustrated in
the following specification and the accomn-
panying drawings, the novel features thereof
being specified in the claims annexed to the
said specification.

In the accompanyiong drawings, Figure 1 is
a front elevation of a portion of the face-plate

~of avoting-machineembodying my invention,
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showing the irregular cover closed. Fig. 2
18 a partial view of the same, showing the ir-
regular cover open and the pocket in the belt
for the insertion of the irregular ballot. TFig.
o represents a split ballot. Fig. 4 is a par-
tial horizontal section. Fig. 5 is a front ele-
vation, the face-plate bemU‘ omitted. Kig. 6
repr ebenl& the web employed 1In making Lhe
belt. Fig.7isa front view of the belt. TFig.
8 1is a longitudinal section of the belt.

A represents the face-plate, 3 the lever for
operating the counter C, and D the irregular
cover, which in the mbtdnee shown 1s a s;hde.

It will be understood that while only one
counter and one irregular balloting device are

shown any required number of either inay be

used and that the party-lines may be horizon-
tai or vertical.

Any suitable counter-operating mechanism
may be used. Asshown, thelever B is moved
horizontally to the left and actuates the coun-

ter by the pivoted pdllet,ed segment K and star- .

wheel F.

(> 1s the resetting-lever, which is operated
by the election oﬂicml or the voteras heleaves
the booth or the machine until the mechan-
1sSm has been reset.

The counter may be arranged 1o be read at
the end of an election from the frout or the
back of the machine. The names of a num-
ber of candidates are placed in view of the
voter near the lever B, asshown. The coun-

ter may be operated by a push or a pull or in
T'he lever B3

any usnal or preferred manner.

|

- stood from Ifig. 5.

1s interlocked against the slide D, so that both
cannot be operated simultaneously. If the
voter desires to vote for all the candidates for
the particular office in question, he simply
shifts the lever B to the left, and this move-
ment operates the counter, the disks of which
are geared or otherwise connected togetherin
any suitable or preferred manner. If, onthe
contrary, he desires to split his vote or vote
for some person not nominated instead of for
one or more of the regular nominees, he pm—
pares a split ballot J, (represented in Fig. 3,)
and on entering th(, nachine or l)mnh h
pushes the cover or slide D aside, thus un-
covering the belt H, 1into one of tlm pockets I
of which the plupmed ballot (folded, it nec-
essary) is inserted. (See dotted lines J, Fig.
7.) The belt is rolled on the two rotlers K L,
and one of these rollers is operated by the
resetting mechauism, so as to wind the belt
upon 1t a sufficient distance 1o bring the next
empty pocket in register with the opening
through the face-plate. Theslide or cover D
18 provided with a suitable handle P.
Theinterlocking mechanism will be under-
M and N are the inter-
locking rods, one of which is arranged to be
operated by the slide D, the other being op-
erated by the lever 3. O O aresuitable nter-
locking blocks, balls, or rollers arranged in
a sultable frame and adapted to prevent the
1nsertion of more than one of the interlock-
ing rods between them. The rod N wmay be
directly pivoted on the lever B; but on the
rod M lost motion may be allowed by means
of lugs Q and R
- T'he resetting-lever G may be provided with
a pawl engaging in a ratchet on the shaft of
the roll L, or any suitable intermediate gear-
ing may be employed, or the two rolls K and
L may be driven at the same speed by an ad-
justable friction driving-roll, so as to com-
pensate for the increase in diameter of the
recelving-roll as the belt i1s woand onto it.
T'he openings 1 into the pockets S in the belt
H are preferably placed at the rear ends of
the pockets. T'he belt is made of any suit-
able material, and 1t wmay be formed by at-
taching a series of suitable pockets UOD‘ebher
1 hawe used such a belt in practice. “In the
form shown in Figs. 6, 7, and 8 the belt is
made of paperor other suibable fabric folded
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ont the median line 'I' after having been slit
or perforated on one side of said line, as in-
dicated atI,the free edges being then gummed
together and the plies being also gummed
transversely, as indicated by the dotted lines
i g, 7.

U is a support for the belt in rear of the
opening through the face - plate. Suitable
rollers are provided as guides for the belt.

V, Kig. 4, represents a cam revolving with
the roll L or other suitable part of the ma-
chine which unlocks the lever W from en-
gagement with the slide D. The lever is pro-
vided with a spring X, which forces the point
of the lever behind the end of the slide D, so
that the lever cannot be returned.

Y 1s the movable resetting-bar, whichis op-
erated from the lever G by the cam 7, through
the connection Z'.

A lever similar to lever W is used to oper-
ate In conjunction with bar or rod N.

It will be understood that various modifi-
cations and alterations may be made in the
construetion herein shown without departure
from the principles thereof.

I claim—

L. In a voting-machine, the combination of
a suitable casing having an aperture formed
therein; an irregular balloting device con-
sisting of a belt mounted wholly within said
casing and adapted to pass by said aperture,
said belt having pockets formed therein for
the insertion and retention of ballots as said
pockets are brought to position in line with
the aperture; and means for winding the belt;
upon itself.

2. In avoting-machine, the combination of
a sultable casing having an aperture therein;
an irregular balloting device mounted wholly
within said casing, said device consisting of
a traveling belt having pockets for the 1 mser
tion and retention of b&llotﬁ, and means for

- winding the belt about itself.
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3. In a voting-machine, the combination of
a sultable casing having an aperture formed
therein; an irregular balloting device con-
sisting of a belt mounted wholly within said
casing and adapted to pass by said aperture,
said belt having a series of equidistantly-
spaced pockets formed therein for the inser-
tion and retention of ballots as said pockets
are brought to position in line with the aper-
ture; and means for Wmdmﬂ‘ the belt about
1tself,

4, In avoting-machine, a face-plate having

a register-operating device on one side of its
face, and a traveling belt upon the opposite

side, said belt being provided with pockets
for the insertion and permanent retention of
ballots until they are finally counted, as and
for the purpose set forth.

5., In a voting-machine having

an aper-

660,918

tured face-plate; a traveling belt provided

with pockets adapted to receive and retain
ballots; and means for moving the belt past
the aperture in said plate, and winding the
belt about 1tself.

6. In a voting-machine, the combination of
aregular-vote-registering mechanism; a trav-
eling belt having pockets for irregular bal-
lots; and suitable interlocking mechanism,
as and for the purpose set forth.

7. Inavoling-machine having an apertured
face-plate; a traveling belt provided with
pockets; a regular registering mechanism; a
movable bhde or covers; :;md suitable inter-
locking mechanism between the register and
the cover, as and for the purpose set forth.

3. In a voting-machine, the combination of
a suitable casing having an apertured face-
plate; a flexible ballot-receiving belt having
pockets formed therein for the reception and
retention of a ballot, said pockets being open
at one end only; and means for winding the
belt aboutitself after the ballot has beeu de-
posited in the pocket.

9. In a voting-machine, the combination of
a suitable oasing having an apertured face-
plate; a flexible ballot receiving and retain-
ing belt mounted wholly therein; and means
for winding the belt on itself after the ballot
has been 1nselted

10. Ina voting-machine,the combination of
a resetting devwe and a movable ballot-re-
celving belL having pockets for the reception
and retention of a ballot, said belt being
moved by the actuation of the resetting de-
vice by the voter.

11. Inavoting-mmachine, the combination of
an apertured face-plate; a ballot receiving
and retaining belt extending past said aper-
ture, said belt having covered pockets formed
therem and ettendm parallel to the face of
the plate.

12. Inavoting-machine,the combination of
a suitable casing having an aperture formed
therein; a belt provided with pockets and
mounted wholly withinsaid casing;and means
forimparting a step-by-step movement to the
belt as it is wound about itself.

13. Inavoting-machine,the combination of
a suitable casing having an aperture formed
therein; a ballot-receiving belt mounted
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wholly within said casing and provided with

a series of openings adapted to receive and
retain ballots; and means for imparting a
step-by-step movement to said belt, said
movement bringing an opening in the belt in
register with the aperture.

CHARLES HERBERT OCUMPAUGI,

Witnesses:
A. M. ZIMMER,
L. J. HOMMEL.
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