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1o il whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JAMES WINFIELD HOowW-
LAND, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Cohoes, in the county of Albany and State
of New York, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Overdraw - Checkreins, of
which the following is a specification. |

This invention relates to certain new and
usefulimprovementsin overdraw-checkreins,
the object being to provide a checkrein which

“in use will not only exert a pressure upon the

bit, but will also tighten a nose-band and
whiech, if desired, may be controlled by the
driving-reins.

The invention consists in the construction
of the parts, which includes a nose-band, a
strap which is attached thereto and passes
through the rings of the bit, the nose-band
being connected to a face-piece and to straps
which extend to the check-hook of the sad-
dle and when desired to the driving-reins in
such a manner that by slackening the driv-
ing-reins the horse will be permitted to lower
his head, and when the reins are drawn upon
pressure will be applied to the bit and to the

‘nose-band, as will be hereinafter set forth,

and specifically pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view showing the application
of my invention when connected to the driv-
ing-reins. Fig. 2 is a plan view. Fig. 3 isa
detail view showing the nose-band and part
of the straps which are attached thereto, and
Fig. 4 is a plan view of a part designed for
use when the checkrein is not attached to
the driving-reins.

My invention is intended to be used with
a bridle and operates in conjunetion with the
bit thereof, and when placed in position the
adjustable nose strap or band A is located
just above the bar of the bit. The nose-band
A consists of a strap having a buckle ¢, and
before fastening the ends of the nose-band
there is placed over the ends of the straps
thereof a guard or pad A’, having loops «'.
Lo the front of the nose-band there is secured
in any suitable manner, preferably by stitch-
ing, a strap B, the ends b b thereof, after be-
Ing passed through the rings of the bit, are
attached to straps ¢ ¢, which spring from a
face-piece C, made up to provide diverging

I .

straps ¢ ¢ and ¢’ ¢/, the latter being secured

at their lower ends to the nose-band A, The
face-piece C is provided with straps or parts,
the ends of which are adapted to engage with
buckles on another part of the checkrein.
When the horse is well broken and it is de-
sired to provide an overdraw-checkrein which

will serve its purpose independent of the

checkrein, I connect the ends of the straps ¢*
of the part Ctothe bucklesd d on the divided
end of a strap D and connect said strap by
means of the eye d’ with the check-hood of
the saddle. The overdraw-check, such as I
have described, will hold the head of the horse
elevated, and when the horse attempts to
lower his head such effort will be resisted by
pressure upon the bit and nose-band.

When the strap or nose-band A, to which
the strap B and straps D b are connected, is
tightened by pressure transmitted thereto by
the straps 0 b, the nose-band will then keep
the mouth of the horse closed, compelling
him to breathe through his nostrils, and his
mouth being kept closed will prevent his
tongue lolling out. It will also be noted that
the device acts so as to distribute the pull or
pressure both upon the bit and nose-band.

By the employment of an overdraw-check
such as I have set forth I provide one that
18 more humane than the ordinary check, for
the strain does not come entirely upon the bit,
but is distributed so that a part of the strain
will come upon the nose-band. The face-
piece or part C may be made of asingle piece
of leather, asshown, or of several straps which
are connected. The straps ¢’ are spread to
hold the nose-band in place, and by adjust-
ing the straps b b on the straps ¢ and the strap
D the pressure on the nose-band and bit can
be varied to change the position of the head.

When it is desired that the check-rein shall
be under the control of the driver, I attach to
the straps ¢® a part E, having at one end

buckles and at the opposite end loops, and

through these loops are passed the members
S fotastrap ¥, the endsengaging with buckles
/' on the driving-reins, while the eye f? en-

gages with the check-hook of the saddle. By
this construction when pressure is applied to
the reins the straps f will be drawn upon to
tighten the nose-band and exert an upward
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pressure upon the bit, and when the reins are
slackened the horse will be permitted to lower
his head.

By providing a strap or nose-band which
completely encircles the nose of a horse,
said band being connected to the face-piece
and to straps which extend from a face-piece
to a strap which engages the check-hook or
with the check-hook and driving-rein, I pro-
vide a device in which when the horse lowers
his head or when the driving-reins are drawn
upon there will be exerted an upward pres-
sure upon the bit and the nose-band will be
tightened, so that the full force or strain is
not solely upon the bit.
tending entirely around the nose, will tend to
keep the horse’s mouth closed as long as up-
ward pressure i1s exerted on the face-piece
and bit, and when thedriving-reins are slack-
ened or the face-piece disconnected from the
check-hook there will be no pressure on the
bit and the nose-band will be loosened, so
that the horse can lower his head to eat or
drink.

As the strap B is cannected to the strap or
nose-band C, the noseband will be tightened
when the straps b b, which are a continuation

of the strap B, are drawn upon, as said straps

b b are passed through the rings of the bit

prior to being connected to straps ¢ ¢ of the

face-piece.

- Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. An overdraw - checkrein GOIHpI‘ISlIlg‘ a
face- piece having straps which are passed

“through the rings of a bit, a nose-band adapt-

ed to completely encircle the nose or muzzle

The nose-band, ex-

' of a horse immediately above the bit, and
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means for connecting the face-piece with a
check-hook, substantially as shown.

2. In an overdraw-checkrein, the combi-
nation with a bit, of a face-piece having di-
verging straps, a strap B connected to the
face-piece, to the diverging straps and to a
nose-band A which nose-band encircles the
nose or muzzle of the horse above the bit, and
a guard carried by the nose-band, substan-

tially as shown and for the purpose set forth.

3. The 1mpr0ved-eheekrem herein described
consisting of a face-piece C, means for con-

necting one end thereof to a check-hook, the

face-piece having straps cc, ¢’ ¢, a strap B
connected to the straps ¢ ¢ and to a nose-band
A, the strap B engaging the rings of the bit
and the straps ¢ ¢’ of the face-piece, the nose-

band having on its side opposite to where 1t

is connected to the strap B adjusting means
and a guard, substantially as ShOWD

4, In an overdraw -checkrein, the combi-
nation with a face-piece C and its straps or

members ¢ ¢, ¢ ¢, of a strap B connected

thereto, and a nose-band A attached to the
strap B, of a part K connected to members
c?, C?, of the face- -piece C and a strap which
extends from the check-hook to the part E

“and from thence to the drwmcr -reins, substan-

tially as shown.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

I1ESSES, | |
- JAMES WINFIELD HOWLAND.

- Witnesses:
JOHN WELCH,
WILLIAM COUGHLIN.
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