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To wll whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, GEORGE GAVIN, resid-
ing at Kureka, county of Eureka, and W AT-
SON H. GRIFFIN, residing at Reno, county
of Washoe, State of Nevada, citizens of the
United States, have invented an Improve-
ment in Mail-Pouch Closures and Fastenings:
and we hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the same.

The object of our invention is to provide a
noveland improved closure and fastening for
the mouths of mail-pouches.

It consists in the application of front and
rear slotted plates centrally located, similar
plates fixed npon the outer edges of the pouch,
and a central plate secured to the front of the
pouch below the previously-named plates,
having a staple fixed to and projecting out-
wardly from it, over which staple all of the
other plates are folded to overlap, so that a
single lock or fastening through the project-
ing staple secures the mouth of the pouch.

Ourinvention also comprises details of con-
struction,which will be mnore fully explained
by reference to the accompanying drawings,
in which—

KFigure 1 is a view showing the mail-pouch
In an open position. Fig. 2 is a similar view,
but showing the pouch closed and locked.

The object of our invention is to provide a
compact, easily-manipulated, and secure fas-
tening for mail-pouches with the least num-
ber of locks, staples, and movable parts. This
we elffect by attaching slotted plates at proper
poinis upon the front and rear sides of the
mouth of the pouch and folding them with
relation to each other so that they are all con-
centrated and the slots fit over a single cen-
trally-located staple, whereby a single lock
secures the whole.

A represents a mail-pouch of any suitable
ordinary construction, and as here shown,
the mouth of the pouch consists of the front

2 and the back 3. Upon the back is strongly

riveted the metal plate 4, having a slot made
vertically through it. Upon the front is riv-
eted a similarly-slotted plate 5. Upon each
end of the mouth are riveted the horizontally-
slotted plates 6 and 7. As here shown, the

' mouth and the plate 7 to the rear flap. Below

the plate o is a plate 8, having a staple 9 fixed
centrally in it and projecting to the front.
The material of which the pouch is formed
may be canvas, leather, or other flexible ma-
terial, and In order to close the mouth of the
pouch the outer angles are folded inwardly,
the line of the fold extendiag from the sides
toward the center and ending upon each side
with the top of the central plate 5, so that
when the outer angles are folded down the
plate 6 will pass over the staple 9 and the
plate 7 will then be folded down over the plate
6, extending also over the fold of the mate-
rial from the other side. The exterior angle
of the fold from the side toward the center
at the top is approximately forty-five degrees.
The plate 8 and the staple 9 are located at a
considerable distance below the plates 4 and
o to leave a space of flexible material which
allows for a horizontal fold of that portion to
which these plates are secured, so that the
sides having been first folded in, as previousiy
described, the top is then folded down so that
the slots in the front and back plates will
pass over the staple. The back plate 4 has

its edge projecting slightly beyond the top of

the back section of the pouch and is bent over,
as shown at 10, so that when it has been
folded down over the staple it also curves to-
ward the body of the pouch, thus covering
and protecting the horizontal edges of the
folded portion. The parts being thus folded,

| a single lock is passed through the staple and

the whole pouch is secured.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—-

Amail-pouck having the outer upperangles
of the open end folded inwardly and down-
wardly to meet at the center, slotted plates
fixed to said angles adapted to overlap, with
the slots registering, a staple fixed to the cen-
tral portion of the front of the pouch over
which the slotted plates are passed, other
slotted plates fixed to the center and top of
the pouch and foldable over the previously-
folded portions whereby the slots in said
plates are also passed over the staple in po-

plate 6 is riveted to the front flap of the | sition to be secured by a lock, the rear cen-
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tral top plate having its edge projecting be-| In witness whereof we have hereunto set
yvond the back section of the pouch and bent | our hands. | o -
over whereby when sald section is folded into | GEORGE GAYVIN.
position the bent edge of the plate passes be- | | - WATSON E. GRIFFIN.

5 low and covers and protects the edges of the Witnesses:
other plate and the edges of the folded por- GEO. A. BARTLETT,

tion of the pouch.

I W. J. HOOPER.




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

