No. 659,685. . Patented Oct. 16, 1900.
| W. S. MILLER.

TRUSS.

(Application filed June 11, 1900.)

(No Me.del.)'

INNEsieases

7 )
- ' . . R ,
! . ' _ ﬂttot-ueu

THE HOARIS PETERS CO., PHOTO-LITHO., WASHINGTON, D. C,




IO

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

5"_)

INITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM S. MILLER, OF MARYVILLE, MISSOURI.

TRUSS. .

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 659,685, dated October 16, 1900.
Application filed June 11,1900, uerial No, 19,922, (No model.

fo all whom Tt may concermn:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM S. MILLER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mary-
ville, in the county of Nodaway and State of
Missouri, have invented a new and useful
Truss-Supporter, of which the following is a
specification. |

My present invention relates to a novel
truss-supporter designed with special refer-
ence to maintaining the proper position ot
the truss, truss-pads, or balls while permit-
ting free movement of the body of the wearer.

With those forms of trusses with which I
am familiar it is exceedingly difficult and,
in fact, practically impossible to move the
body freely, particularly in assuming a stoop-
ing posture, without causing the truss to be
drawn away from the region of the injury,
and thereby destroying the efficiency of the
device.

The object of the invention, considered
somewhat specifically, is to provide a body
belt or band at a point above the truss, pref-
orably across the chest, and the establishment
of a connection between the body-belt and
the truss which will cause the truss and 1ts
surgical appliance to be drawn down and
retained in continued contact with the rup-
ture when the bodyis moved—-as,for instance,
in the act of stooping or bending forward as
well as during the assumption of various
other postures.

To this end the invention consists in posi-
tioning the truss around the hips as desired
and the body-band unpon the body of the
wearer under the arms and in connecting the
truss-pads or truss with the lower ends of a
pair of straps which pass between the legs
and are brought up behind the back and over
the shoulders to have their ends connected
with the body-band. The straps are made
elastic through a portion of their extent and
have loose running connections with the truss
and body-band at the back, so that they wiil
slide freely upon the truss and band when the

body is moved and will cause the truss and

its surgical appliances to be drawn down and
retained in contact with the injury when the
upper portion of the body or shoulders of the
wearerare bentin aforward direction,thereby
producing a pull upon the upper end of the

straps, which in an obvious manner will ex- |

ert a downward pull upon the truss to retain
the truss pads or balls in effective contact
with the patient.

The invention further consists in the de-
tails of construction and arrangement here-
inafter described, illustrated in the accom-

- panying drawings, and succinetly defined 1n

the appended claims.

In said drawings, Figures 1. and 2 are front
and rear views of a person and illustrating
the application of my truss-sapport, and Fig.
3 is a perspective view of the complete device.

Referring to the namerals of reference em-
ployed to designate corresponding parts in
the several views, 1 indicates a truss, which
may be of any design or pattern selected and
worn by the patient, secured around the hips,
so that the surgical appliances thereof are
properly positioned to the injury in the man-
ner and for the purpose well understood in
the art. To the lower ends or edge of the
truss pads or balls or to the truss are con-
nected a pair of narrow inelastic truss-re-
taining straps 4 of some soft non-abrasive

material, which straps are passed under the

body between the legs, as illustrated 1in Fig.
1 of the drawings, and are carried up behind
the back and passed through loops 6 at the
back of the truss to have running engage-
ment with the latter. The upper ends of the
straps4, above the truss 1, are buckled or oth-
erwise adjustably attached to shoulder-straps
6, as by buckles 7. The shoulder-straps 6 are

preferably of some slightly-elastic material—

as, for instance, rubber fabric—and are
passed loosely through loops 8, secured at the
back of a body band or belt 9, and are then
passed over the shoulders and provided with
terminal loops 10, through which the body-
band 9 extends at the front-—as, for instance,
upon the chest of the wearer. The body-
band 9 is preferably of some soft inelastic
material—as, for instance, chamois-skin or
fabric—and is intended to be adjustably fit-
ted upon the body by the connection between
the buckle 11 and the usual apertures oppo-
site end of the band. | |

It will now be seen that the body may be
moved in any direction without disturbing
the effective position of the fruss, inasmuch
as the supporting-straps4 and 6 are connected
at the opposite ends to the truss and body-
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band at the front, but have running connec-
tion with the truss and the body-band be-
hind. Obviouslyany forward stooping move-
ment which tends to collapse the stomach,
and thereby cause the truss or truss-pads to

- be dislocated under ordinary circumstances,
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will, when my device is used, cause the upper
‘end of the shoulder-straps to bedrawn down,
which will exert a downward pull upon the

truss to prevent the latter from riding up. I
desire it to be understood, however, that va-
rious forms of trusses, body-bands, or straps
may be employed or various modes of attach-
ment of the device may be adopted without
departing from the spirit of my invention,
which 1n its broadest aspect comprehends a

fruss and a body-band in combination with

straps connected at their opposite ends to the
truss and hand and passed around the back
of the wearer to have running engagement
with retaining devices which serve to guide
the straps in their movements. I therefore
reserve the right to effect such changes, modi-
fications, and variations in the construection
and arrangement of my device as may fall

properly within the scope of the protection

prayed.
What I ¢laim is—

1. The combination with a truss, of a pair

of truss-retaining straps connected to the

truss and designed to be passed under the
body of the wearer, said straps having run-

ning engagement with the truss at its back,

a body-band designed to encircle the body of
the wearer above the truss, and a pailr of
shoulder-straps connected at one end to the
truss-retaining straps at a point above. the

truss, having running engagement with the
back of the body-ba.nd and having their op-
posite ends engaged by the body-band at the

front to cause a downward pull to be exerted

upon the truss when the upper ends of the

shoulder-straps aredrawn downwardly by the-

forward bending of the body of the wearer.
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2. The combination with a truss of a pair 43

of truss-retaining straps connected to the
truss and demﬂ'[led to be passed under the
body of the wearer, loops upon the truss at

‘the back thereof for the recepmon of the truss-

retaining straps, a body-band designed to en-
circle the body of the wearer above the truss
and provided with loops at the back, and a

pair of shoulder-straps connected at one end
of the truss-retaining straps at a point above
‘the truss, passed loosely through the loops at
the back of the body-band and terminally en-
gaged by said body:-band at the front to cause

a downward pull to-be exerted upon the truass
when the upper ends of the shoulder-straps

‘are drawn downwardly by the for wa,rd bend-

mg of the body of the wearer.

The combination with a truss, of a pmr “
of cnmpamtwelv -Narrow me]astlc_ truss-re-
taining straps connected to the truss and de-
signed to be passed under the body of the
wearer, loopsupon the truss at the back there-
of, s.-_md truss-retaining straps being passed
loosely through the loops of the truss, a body-
‘band designed to encircle. the b_,ody of the
‘wearer above the truss and provided with
loops at the back, and a.pair of elastic shoul-
der-straps canneeted at one end to the truss-
retaining straps at a point above the truss,

passed loosely through the loops at the back
of the body-band d[ld provided with terminal
loops engaged by said body—band at the front

‘to cause a downward pull to be exerted upon

the truss when the upperends of the shoulder-
straps are drawn downwardly by the forward
bending of the body of the wearer.

In tesmmony that I claim the foregoing as
myown I have hereto affixed my ﬁlgnature in
the presence of two witnesses. .

WILLIAM S. MILLER.

Witnesses:.
IrA K. ALDERMAN,.
CHARLES P. DENNY.
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