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1o all whoh it may concern:

Be it known that I, MOSES W. GUNN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at La Salle,
in the countyof La Salle, State of I1linois, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
mentsin Fence-Tools; and Ido hereby declare
the following to be a full, elear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

This invention relates to fence-building
tools, and more particularly to devices for
stretching of fence-wires; and it has for ifs
object 1o provide a construction which is
adaptable for the initial stretching of wires
in the building of fences, for the taking up
of slack in old fenecing, and for the Splieinﬂ' of.
breaks.

In the dmwums forming a part of thls Speel-
fication, and in which hke numerals of refer-
ence indicate similar parts In the several
views, Iigure 1 is a perspective view show-

ing the application and operation of the tool

in the streteching of a wire and the applica-
tion of a tie, and Fig. 2 is a perspective view
of the plate which forms the crank of the de-
vice.

Referring now to the drawings, the main
clement of the structure is the winding de-
vice consistingof acrank 5, having a handle 6

at one end extending at right angles thereto.

At the opposite end of the crank and alined
longitudinally thereof are two communicat-
ing circular perforations 7 and 8, intermedi-
ate of whichare two inwardly-directed points
8" and ¥, separated by an interspace forming
the communuicating passage. In the perfora-
tions 7 and 8 are disposed the jaws 9 and 10
of the holding element, consisting of a round
bar bent upon itself to form these two di-
verging jaws and including a circular eye 11
at Lhe bw'hb In eonnectmn with this portion
of the eonstruetion 1s employed a supple-
mental erank consisting of a round bar 13,
adapted to lie in the eye 11 and having a
head 14 to permit withdrawal of the rod in one
direction. This head is spear-shaped, as
shown, and i1s adapted when engaged from
the eye to be driven through the loop of a
staple to wedge it from its place.

A further element of the structure consists

piece of round iron bent upon itself to form

two substantially - parallel legs 16 and 17,
connected by a semicircular bight 18, below

presently described.

In practice in the stretching of a wire the
rod 13 is passed through the eye 11 and the
jaws 9 and 10 are brou g‘hb to receive between
them the wire to be stretched or tightened.
The crank is then operated through the me-
divm of the handle 6 and supplemental
crank or bar 13 to wind the wire upon the
jaws, after which' the handle or the bar is
passed beneath and engaged with the wire to
prévent unwinding.
20" is then passed between the jaws, after
which the wrapping-tool is passed over said
section and by moving the tool around and
around the main wire the end of the short sec-
tion is wrapped firmly in place. The wrap-
ping-tool is then moved to the opposite end
of the section and the operation is repeated.
When the short section-tie isof barbed wire,
the wrapping-tool may be slipped longitudi-
nally to cause the wire to lie in the broadened
portion of the winder between the bows, and
thus permit the barbs to pass therethrough.
Whenitisdesired to make a splice, the ends of
the wire to be spliced together are overlapped
and placed between the jaws, after which the
ends are wound about the opposite wiresin the
same mannerabove described. - If preferred,
after the overlapping of the ends and the in-
sertion of them between the jaws, they may

‘be wouud upon the jaws to tighten the wire,

and a shortsection may be wrapped in place,
as above mentioned. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

1. A stretching and splicing tool cousisting
of a crank having communicating perfora-
tions and inwardly-turned portions interme-
diate the perforations and a rod bent upon
itself to form an eye at the bight and to form
two jaws, the jaws of the rod being passed
through the said perforations and dwel ged to
prevent withdrawal,

2. A wire tightening and splicing tool com-
prising a crank hfwmﬂ* communicating per-

of a wrapping - tool 15, which eonsmts of a | forations therein mwmd]y directed portwns

A short section of wire
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‘which the legs are bowed OHTW&Pd]y &t 19and
20 in are shape, for a purpose that will be
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lymcr between the pelfomtwns and jaws con- | to prevent the withdrawal, smd a supple-

sisting of a spring-bar bent upon itself and | mentalcrank having apomted head and lying

having an eye at the bight, said jaws being | loosely in the said eye. -

pabsed throagh the perforabmnb and dlverged —_In testimony whereof I affix my signature
¢ to plevent withdrawal. in the presence of two witnesses. |

. A splicing and stretching tool consisting | ) D | |

ot a crank having communicating perfora.—- | N - | MOSES W. GUN N

‘tions, a spunﬂ'-md bent npon ltself to form Witnesses: |

jaws and an eye at the bight, said jaws being - J. E. COLEMAN,

10 passed thmuwh the perforatmns a,nd diverged | @ M. BYRNE.
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