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10 all whom it may concermn: |
Be it known that I, EDWARD CARL PASAL,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Un

bana, in the county of Champaign and State

of Illinois, have invented a new and useful
Book-Holder, of which thefollowingisa speci-
fication. . -
This invention relates to holders or sup-
ports for books in general, and more particu-
larly for heavy books, such as dictionaries,
records, &c., the object of the invention be-
ing to providea construction wherein the book
will be supported with the exposed pages

when opened in a substantially horizontal

plane and wherein also the book will auto-
matically adjust the holder to the proper po-
sition. ~ o

In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification, and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in both views,
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
complete holder with the book removed there-
from. Fig. 21is a longitudinal section of the
holder, showing the position of the book in
dotted lines.

Referring now to the drawings, the holder
of the present invention consists of a base 5,
upon which is fixed a rectangular frame in-
cluding end pieces 6 and 7 and side pieces 8
and 9, the end pieces being cut away at their
lower edges adjacent the base to permit in-
sertion of the fingers when the holder is to be
moved from place to place, the end pieces of
the frame thus forming in effect handles.

Pivoted to the inner faces of thesides S and

9 of the supporting-frame are rockers or links
10 and 11, the pivots of the links being dis-
posed midway of the ends of the links, and
at each side of each of the links 10 and 11 is
pivoted a link 12, the links 12 being pivoted
at their ends, as shown. The book is sup-
ported directly by boards or plates 13 and 14,
the board or plate 13 having one edge dis-
posed between corresponding ends of links 10
and 11, to which it is pivoted, while the op-
posite edge of the plate is pivoted to the
otherwise free ends of corresponding links 12,

it being understood that the links 12 are

equidistant from their corresponding links 10
and 11. The plate 14 has one edge disposed
between the ends of links 10 and 11 opposite
to the attachment of board 13 and is pivoted

| thereto, the opposite edge of the board 14 be-

1ng disposed between and pivoted to the ecorre-
sponding links 12.
length and are so disposed with respect to the
remaining portions of the device that when
the boards 13 and 14 are brought to lie in a

The links 12 are of equal

horizontal plane the links 12 at opposite ends
of the frame will diverge upwardly, while
when the boards are adjusted to cause the
links 10 and 11 to stand vertical the links 12
will converge upwardly.

In order to protect the bind of a book upon
the holder, a continuous piece of fabric 13
is attached at one edge to the outer edge of
the board 13 and is taken across both boards
and attached to the outer edge of the board
14, thus covering the interspace between the
inner edges of the boards and hiding the in-
terior of the frame. N |

The operation of the support isillustrated
in Fig. 1 of the drawings. -A book is placed

upon one of the boards 13 or 14 in such posi-

tion that when opened the leaves will lie
upon the opposite board, as shown in dotted
lines. As the weight of the leaves that are
turned is contributed to the second board
the second board is depressed to an extent
and the first board rises correspondingly,
with the result that the exposed pages of the
book lie substantially in the same plane. If
the book is closed, that board which then sup-
ports the book sinks and the other board
rises. In this manner the device is auto-
matic in its adjustment, and wherever the

‘book maybe opened the pages will be held in

proper position.

It will of eourse be understood thatin prac-
tice varions modifications of the specific con-
struction shown may be made and that any
suitable materials and proportions may be
used for the various parts thereof without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention.

What is claimed is—

1. A book-support comprising a frame-op-
positely-disposed straight links pivoted be-
tween their ends to the frame, supporting-

the links, and additional links of equal
lengths each of which is pivoted at one end
to the frame and is pivoted at its opposite
end to a supporting-board, whereby the outer

| edges of the boards will lie at all times in
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common horizontal planes, and one bhoard
may lie horizontal and the other slantingly
with its inner edge lower than the adjacent
edge of the adjacent board.

2. A book-support comprising a frame, op-
positely-disposed straight links pivoted be-
tween their ends to the frame, supporting-
boards pivoted to the corresponding ends of
the links, and additional links of equal
Ieneths, each of which 1s pivoted at one end

to the frame and is pivoted at 1ts opposite
end to a supporting-board, and a fabrie se- ;
cured to the outer edue of one board and dis- |

859,254

| posed transversely of both boards and at-

tached at its oppositesend to the outer edge
of the second board, whereby the outer edges
of the boards will lie at all fimes 1n common
horizontal planes while the two boards lie at
an angle to each orther.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 20

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of $wo witnesses. )
EDWARD CARL PASAL.
Witnesses:
J. W. HAYS,
GEORGE R. SHAWHAN.
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