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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, MARTIN FERGUSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Pop-
lar Bluff, in the county of Butler, State of
Missouri,have invented an Improvementin a
Veneer - Barrel - Heading Self - Fastener and
Holder Combined, of which the following 1s
a specification.

My invention relates to barrel-heads and
means for holding them in place; and one ob-
ject of the same is to provide a barrel-head
of one or more pieces with simple and eftii-
cient means for holding said head in place
in a barrel or packing-case.

Another object is to provide a barrel-head
with means forsecuring it to the staves with-
out forming a ceroze-groove in sald staves.

I atvain these objects by means of the con-
struction shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, which form a part of this specification,
and in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of a barrel-head
mmade in accordance with my invention. Kig.
2 18 a ceritral vertical section thereof.

In said drawings the numeral 1 designates
the barrel-head, which may be made of one
or more layers or veneers of wood. If more
than one layer is used, the contiguous layers
or veneers may be clamped together with the
orains crossing at an angle. A binding-strip
2, preferably of sheet metal, having V-shaped
prongs or points 5 cut from the strvip and
bent at right angles to the plane thereof, is
secured around the perimeter of the head 1
by the bent-down flanges 3 and 4.

Referring to Fig. 2, it will be noticed that

the points or prongs 5 are formed by V-shaped

slits in the binding - pieces 2 and also that
the base of the V is oppositely disposed in
each alternate slit. These points extend out-
ward around the head in a line substantially
central to the periphery.

‘From the foregoing it will be obvibdus that
two or more thin veneers may be glued or
clamped together by the binding-strip 2 and
a strong head formed in this way. It will
also be noted that the staves of the barrel
need not be chawmfered or crozed, as the
points or prongs 5 may be embedded in the
staves during the operation of trussing the

barrel. Myinvention may also be used for re-

heading barrels, the points or prongs readily
embedding in the c¢roze-groove.

Having thus fully described my invention,

what I claim is— |

1. A barrel - head having an unbroken
metal band or ring surrounding it, and points
or prongs projecting outward from said band
or ring, in a plane parallel to the surface ot
the head.

2. A barrel-head having a metal binding-
strip secured around its periphery by oppo-
site flanges, and V-shaped prongs extending
outward from the binding-strip, substantially
a8 described.

MARTIN FERGUSON.

Witnesses:
WM. BE. FERGUSON,
GrEO. W. REGISTER.
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