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To all whom it may concern:
Beitknownthatl, WILLIAM SPRAGUE POST,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bos-
ton, in the county of Suffolk and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented new and useful Im-

pr ovements in Machines for Moistening, Clos-
ing, and Applying Stampe to Envelops, of -

which the following is a specification.

The object of this invention is to produce a
machine for moistening and closing envelops
and for applying stamps thereto.

The invention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts set forth in the fol-
lowing speelﬁeamon, and particularly pointed
out in the claims thereof.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of my improved machine
for moistening, closing, and applying stamps
to envelops, showing the same applied to a
table, said table being partly broken away
to more clearly show the invention, the legs
being broken off to save space in the draw-

ings, and the slide 18 being shown broken off -

and sectioned at its right-hand end, the
treadle 13 in-said figure being shown de-

pressed and the slide 10 raised from its nor-

mal position. Fig. 2 is a section taken on
line 2 2, Fig. 1, this figure also being partly
broken away for thesake of illustration. Fig.
3 is a vertical section, line 3 3, Fig. 2. Iag.

1 is a detail lonmtndmcml section, line 4 4,

Fig. 2.

lee numerals refer to like parts through-
out the several views of the drawings.

In the drawings, 6 is a table, of any con-
venient and dumble construction, to which
the different portions of the mdchme are at-
tached.

7 is a moistening-pad inserted in the sur-
face of the table 6 and projecting through the
top of said table and into a receptacle 8 con-
taining water 9, by which the pad 7 is kept
contmually molstened

The slide 10 slides in ways 11, fast to the

table 6. Said slide is raised by means of a
cord 12, attached to a freadle 13, pivoted by
means Of a hinge 14 to the floor. Said cord
passes over a roller 15, which turns upon &

pin 16, fast to a br acket 17 upon the table 6 ‘

| The slide 10 descends by its own weight when

the treadle 18 is released.

To moisten the gummed surface of the flap,
the envelop 18 plaeed face upward, with the
under surface of the flap, upon which the mu-
cilage is ordinarily found, resting upon the
upper surface of the moistened pad 7. The

treadle 13 is released, and the slide 10 de-

scending presses the flap against the mois-
tened pad 7, thus moistening the gummed
surface thereof.

In the upper surface of the table 6 1 pro-
vide a slide 18, said slide having slots 19
therein adapted to receive a metal gage 20.
The object of said metal gage 1s to gage the po-
sition of the envelop with relation to the flap-
moistening device, hereinbefore described,
and also to assist in carrying said envelop for-
ward tothe stamp-attaching device, as herein-
after described. Theslide18 movesin grooves
or ways 21, formed in the top of the Ldble 6, and

has a 1301{ 292 fast to the under side Lhereof |

with which meshes a pinion 23, fast to a shaft
24, said shaft turning in bearings 25, fast to
the under side of the top of the table 6. The
shaft 24 has a flanged pulley 26, around which

| is coiled a cord 27 which connectb said pul-

ley to a treadle 28, pivoted by a hinge 29 to
the floor. A spiral torsional spring 30 en-
circles the shaft 24, one end of said spring
being fast to the flanged pulley 26 and the
other end to one of the bracket-bearings 25,

so that when the treadle 28 is depressed the

shaft 24 and pinion 23 will be rotated and
the slide 18 carried to the right, Fig. 4. When

the treadle 28 is released, the spiral spring

30 will rotate the flanged pulley 26 and pin-
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ion 23 in the opposite “direction and the sllde

18 will be carried to the left, Fig. 4.

The object of the slide 18is to carry the en-
velop after it has been moistened from the
flap- -moistening device to the stamp-attach-
ing device, the metal gage 20 preventing the
envelop from slipping upon the slide 18 When
said slide is being moved to the right, Fig. 4.

The stamp- atmchmw device eonsmts of two

parts, one for moistening the surface of the

envelop, the other for attaohmﬂ' the stamp to
the portion of the envelop thus moistened.
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The stamp moistening and attaching device
is particularly shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, in

- which 31 1s a bracket fast to the upper sur-
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face of the table 6 and having two hollow cyl-
inders 32 and 33 formed upon the end of
said bracket. The cylinder 32 contains wa-
ter 34 and has a piston 35 therein, having a
piston-rod 36 projecting through the top of
the c¢ylinder 32 and having a top 37 thereon,
sald piston 35 being kept up in position shown
in Fig. 3 by a spiral spring 38, one end of
which bears against the under side of the top
37 and the other end of which bears against
the top of the cylinder 32. The eyhndm 35
contains a piston 39, said piston being formed
as a hollow cylmdm with the lower end per-
forated at 40, the upper end of said hollow
cylindrical piston being open. The piston-
rod 41, having a flange 42 fast thereto, is
raised by a spiral spring 43 and depressed by
pressing upon the top 44, fast to said piston-
rod 41. °
the hollow piston 39, and upon depressing the

piston-rod by means of the top 44 it will be
seen that the flange 42 will first descend, ex-
pelling the air from the hollow piston 39, un-
til sald flange strikes the lower perforated :
end of said hollow piston 39, when both flange |
and piston will descend together until the
lower surface of the piston 39 comes in con- |
tact with the upper stamp of the series of
stamps 45, contained in the stamp - holder
The said stamp-
holder consists of a tube 46, closed at the bot-

46, fast to the table-top 6.

tom and open at the top, with the exception
of a small inwardly-projecting flange 47. A

spiral spring 48, contained within bhe tube
46, forces a disk 49 and the stamps 45 up-.
Wa,rd, the flange 47 preventing said stamps:
from being forced out of the tube 46. Upon
releasing the top 44 of the piston-rod 41 the |
spring 43 will carry said piston-rod and the
flange 42, attached thereto, upwardly, creat-
ing a vacuum in the hollow piston 39 and
drawing the upper stamp of the series of
stamps 45 against the lower face of the hol-:
Upon the upper end of the
hollow piston 39 is an inwardly-projecting.
flange 50, against which the flange 42 im-
pinges when said flange has traveled upward
inside the hollow piston 39 to a sufficient dis-
tance, whereupon the flange 42 and hollow |
piston 39 will rise together, drawing the up-|
per stamp of the series with them by means |
of suction and holding it suspended until the
envelop, which has been moistened at the:
proper place by the piston 85, as hereinbe-
fore described, is brought forward under the
| velop, and a reciprocating slide, whereby

low piston 39.

stamp by means of the sliding carrier 18,

whereupon the stamp is earrled downwardly |
and pressed upon the moistened surface of -
the envelop by depressing the top 44, flange
After the stamp |

42 and hollow piston 39.
nas been attached to the envelop, as herein-

before described, and the gummed surface of

the flap moistened the envelop is lifted by

The flange 42 is free to slide within |

velop in the upper I*ight-hand corner.

| said rolls being rotated by the crank-handle

52 and gears 53, Fig. 1, and the flap rolled
down upon the body of the enveIOp, so as to
close and seal the same.

The operation of the device as a whole is
as follows: The treadle 13 being first de-
pressed and the slide 10 raise_d, as shown
in Fig. 1, the envelop is placed under the

'} slide 10, with the gummed surface of the flap

resting upon the moistening-pad 7 and the
gage 20 resting against the left-hand side of
%a,ld envelop, as Vlewed from the front of the
table 6, Fig. 1. The treadle 13 is then re-
leased, a,llowmﬂ' the slide 10 to descend and
press the flap “of the envelop against the
moistening-pad 7. The treadle 13 is next de-

pressed, raising the slide 10, and the treadle

28 depressed, carrying the slide 18 toward
the right, Fig. 4, and the envelop forward
with it by means of the gage 20 unftil the

upper right-hand corner of said envelop 18

brought under the piston 35. The top 37 is
then depressed by hand, moistening the 'I?l;l-

e
top 44 is next depressed by hand and released,
picking up the stamp from the stamp-holder
46, as hereinbefore described, and carrying
it up a slight distance above the surface of
the table 6. The treadle 28 is then depressed
sufficiently to carry the envelop forward to

the position shown in dotted lines, Fig. 1,

wherein the moistened surface in the right-
hand upper corner of the envelop is brought
directly beneath the stamping device. The
stamp is then applied to the moistened sur-

face of the envelop by depressing the top 44, .

as hereinbefore described. The stamp being
thus applied to the surface of the envelop, as
hereinbefore described, and the gummed sur-
face of the envelop moistened the envelop 1s
then taken by the operator from the slide 18
and fed between the rollers 51, said rollers
being rotated by means of the erank-handle
52 and gears 53, closing the flap and pressing

both stamp and flap to the main body of the

envelop and firmly affixing the stamp thereto
and sealing the envelop.

Having thus described my 1nvent,10n What
I claim, and desire by Letters Patent to se-

cuare, IS"—'

1. In a machme of the char a.cter descmbed .

a moistening-pad and mechanism for press-
ing the flap of an envelop against said pad,

a-device for moistening a portion of the sur-

face of the body of said envelop, a stamp-
holder, and mechanism for removing a stamp
from said stamp-holder and applying it to the
moistened surface of the body of said en-

said envelop is carried from said moistening
to said stamp-attaching device.

2. In a machine of the character descrlbed
a moistening-pad and mechanism for press-
ing the flap of an envelop against sald pad,
a device for moistening a portion of the sur-
face of the body of said envelop, a stamp-

hand and carried between the feed- rolls 51 | holder, and mechanism for removmg a stamp

FAS

75

80

fle

100

105

10

115

T20

125

130




658,675 ' ' 3

- from said stamp-holder and applying it to the | a device for moistening a portion of the body

1O
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moistened surface of the body of said en-
velop, an envelop-carrying slide, a gage at-
tached thereto and mechanism for imparting
a reciprocating motion to said envelop-carry-
ing slide, whereby said envelop is carried
from said moistening to said stamp-attaching
device. |

3. In a machine of the character described,
a stamp-holder, a reciprocating stamp-pick-
ing device located above said stamp-holder,
whereby the stamps in said holder may be
removed one at a time therefrom and applied
to the moistened surface of an envelop placed
under the reciprocating device.

4. In a machine of the character described, |

of an envelop,,a stamp-holder, a reciprocat-
ing device located above said stamp-holder
whereby the stamps in said holder are re-
moved one at a time therefrom and applied
to the moistened surface of an envelop placed
thereunder and a reciprocating slide, where-
by said envelop is carried from said moisten-
ing to said stamp-attaching device.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-

nesses.
WILLIAM SPRAGUE POST.

Witnesses:
CHARLES S. GOODING,
EF. M. JOHNSON.
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