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To all whom 6 may concern:

Be it known that I, JOSEPH A. BERONIO, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Memphis, in the county of Shelby and State
of Tennessee, have invented a new and Im-
proved Barrel-Opener, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact description.

The purpose of this invention is to provide
2 device for removing the top hoop of bar-
rels and which may be used with equal fa-
c¢ility whether the head isin the barrel or not.

This specification is the disclosure of one
form of the invention, while the claims de-
fine the actual scope thereof.

Reference is to be had totheaccompanying

drawings, forming a partof this specification,

in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
invention in use. Fig. 2 is a sectional view
showing the invention in use in connection
with a barrel the head of which has been re-
moved. Fig. 3 is a rear elevation with the
handle in section, and Fig. 4 is a sectional
side elevation showing an arrangement ot
parts diifferent from that shown in Figs. 1
and 2.

The instrument comprises a hand-lever or
handle «, to oné end of which 1s pivoted a
hook, comprising ashank b and a transversely-
disposed plate d’, the edge of which is turned
edgewise to form the bill of the hook, such
hook serving to engage the hoops of the bar-
rel, asillustrated. Pivoted tothe hand-lever
a directly adjacent to the hook is a link ¢,
the free end of which terminates In an en-
largement ¢’, formed with twoopenings c*and
¢® therein. 7To this head is pivotally con-
nected by a pin d' lugs d?, fastened on and
forming part of the foot ¢. This foot 18 In
the form of a plate with a slight transverse
bend therein, as best shown in Fig. 2.. The
upper end of the plate terminates in a ledge
d?, which is directly adjacent to a return-
flange d4, and the lower end of which termi-
natesinspursd®. Thefootis pivotally mount-

edonthelink ¢; butin operationitisintended
to be fastened thereto by means of a cotter
or like pin e, which is capable of being pro-
jected into either one of the openings ¢ and
¢, and thus hold the foot d in either one of
two positions.

When the pin e is placed in |

No model.)

—_— .

the opening ¢* the foot d is held with the
link ¢ approximately perpendicular thereto,
as in Fig. 1, and when the pin is placed in

'the Openmn‘ ¢® the foot is held approximately

in the plane of the link ¢, as shown in Figs.
2 and 3.

In using the deviece to open a barrel the
head and hoops of which are in place the
foot d is secured with respect to the link cin
the position shown in Fig. 1, whereupon the
foot has its spurs d® rested on the head of the

‘barrel and the ledge d° engaged with the

staves. The hook comprising the shank b

and the flanged plate b’ is now engaged with

the staves, and by throwing down the free
end of the hand-lever a the hoops may be
drawn from the barrel. Should it be desired
to remove the hoops of a barrel, the head
of which has been removed, the foot is se-
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cured in the position shown in Figs. 2 and 3

and the returned flange d* engaged with the
upper ends of the staves, thus permitting
the spurs d° to engage against the inner sides
of the staves. 'Then by engaging the hook

with the hoops of the barrel and drawing

down on the lever the hoops may be with-
drawn. It will also be observed that by re-
versing the parts ¢ and b and swinging the

handle to the opposite position from that

shown in Fig.1 then by placing the foot in
the position shown in Fig. 1 the foot may be

engaged with the chdmfer of the staves and
the hook engaged with the hoop. Then by
throwing the lever upward the hoop may be

removed. This use of the device is very con-

venient when working with large barrels or
hogsheads and is 111L1strated in Flg 4,

Havmo' thus described my invention, 1
claim as new and deswe to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. The combination of 2 hand-lever, a hook
mounted on one end thereof, a link pivot-
ally mounted on the lever ad;acent to the
hook, and a foot carried adjustably on the
link.

2. A barrel-opener, having a hand-lever, a
hook mounted thereon, a link pivotally car-
ried on the hand-lever adjacent to the hook,

and a foot carried by the link and capable of

being thrown in either one of two positions
for the purpose specified.
3. A Dbarrel - opener, comprising a hand-
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lever, a hook mounted at one end thereof, &
link pivotally mounted on the lever adjacent
to the hook, a foot pivotally mounted on the
link, and means for securing the foot fast on

the link in the desired position.

4. A barrel -opener, comprising a hand-
lever, a hook carried thereon, anda foot-con-
neeted with the lever, the foot having a pro-

jecting ledge at one end and a retumed flange-

adjacent thm eto.

5. A barrel-opener, having a hand-lever,
means thereon for engaging the hoops of .a.

barrel, and a foot carried by the hand-lever

and having a projected ledge at one end ‘and

a returned flange adjacent thereto.

- 858,613

| 6. A barrel -opener, comprising a hand-

lever, means carried thereby to :engage the

hoops, and a foot carried by the hand-lever

and capable of being thrown into either one
of two positions, thus facilitating the use of
the barrel-opener in connection with a barrel

with or without a head.

In testimony whereof 1 have mgned my
name to-this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

JOSEPH A. BERONIO.

Wimesses: |
ANTONIO S. ‘BAEBORO,
ToM V. VIGUS.
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