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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES J. CASTERA, JR., OF LOS ANGELES,

CALIFORNIA.

CHECKING OR UNCHECKING DEVICE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No., 658,482, dated September 25, 1900,

Application filed December 18, 1899, Serial No. 740,820.

To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, CHARLES J. CASTERA,
, a citizen of the United States, residing at
Los Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles
and State of California, have invented a new
and usetful Overcheck Satety Device, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to yielding attach-
ments for tastening overchecks to the check-
hook of ahorse’s harness. It may be applied

with and without a resilient extensible body.
The accompanying drawings illustrate my

Invention.

Figure 11s a perspective view of my newly-
invented overcheck safety ready foruse. Fig.
2 is a longitudinal section of the same. Fiﬂ'
318 a ‘36(3131021 on line 3 3, Fig. 2, looking 130
the left. Fig. 41is a section on line 4 4, Flg
2, looking to the right. Fig. 5 is a perspec-

tive view of the detachable spring-key de-

tached. Fig. 6 is a detached view of the I-
plate for holding the leather loop. Fig. 7 is
an axial section of the safety device with
solid body.

A indicates a loop-holding member pro-
vided at one end with two perforated pro-
jecting ears a and with a serew-threaded hole
o', leading into the space o'’ between the ears.

BB is an I-plate provided with a perforation
b through its body &' to correspond with the
perforations 1 2 in the earsand provided with
end pieces b to close the side spaces between
the ears.

C indicates a flexible loop, plefembly of
leather, with its ends on oppositesides of the
body of the I- plate and mserted In the gpace
between the ears.

D indicates a rivet extending through the
ears, the ends .of the flexible loop, and the
body of the I-plate.

K indicates a tube having one end provided
with a spring-seat ¢ and with a hole ¢ some-
what larger than the screw-threaded hole of
the tubular member A.

F indicates a spring seated on the seat in
the tube.

G indicates a bolt passing through the hole

¢’ in the end of the tube and provided at. one
end with a head ¢ to compress bhe spring K
and at the other end with a ser ewg serewed
into the serew-threaded hole a'.

IT indicates a ferrule fastened to

cateh on the catehes /.

the tube |

(No model.)

| K to rest against the loop-holding member A

and provided with the end opening A and

with internal catches A'.

I indicates a loop-holding devwe the same
being a loop-key provided wnh two spring-
catch limbs 2 2" to enter the ferrule and to
The outer faces of
the spring-limbs are formed in wave-lines, as
at 7. The angle of the wave-lines is prefer-
ably less abrupt on the side of the wave to-
ward the inner ends of the limbs than on the
side of the waves which- are outward when
the key is inserted, as shown in Fig. 2. The
purpose of this is to allow the key to be in-
serted with less force than is requir ed to with-

“draw it.

K indicates a rivet which fastens the fer-
rule H onto the tube K.
In practical use the loops C and I will be

fastened to thecheck-hook and the overcheck-

rein,(notshown,) respectively, and thespring
F allows the deviee to extend and contract to
accommodate the movement of the horse’s
head. Incasethehorsestumbles, thus throw-
ing a heavy strain on his bit, the loop-key I
will withdraw from the socket &, thus releas-
ing the horse’s head and allowing him to re-
cover himself. Thedriver can then draw the
rein back and insert the loop-key I agam in

its socket in the ferrule H.

In Fig. 7 the body A’ is a solid plece,and
the f_errule H’, which is the same as the fer-
rule H, is fastened on the body by the rivet
K'. The operation of the appliance in this
form is the same as with the other form, ex-
cepting that the body is not extensible.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-

-ters Patent of the United States, is—

1. An overcheck safety device comprising
a loop-holding member provided at one end
with two perforated projecting ears and with
a serew-threaded hole leadmg into sald mem-
ber; an I-plate provided with a perforation

throuu*h its body to correspond with the per-
foratlons in the ears and having end pieces

to close the side spaces between the ears; a
loop with its ends on opposite sides of the
body of the I-plate and inserted in the space
between the ears; a rivet through the ears,
the loop and the body of the I-plate; a tube
having one end provided with a spring-seat
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and with a hole somewhat larger than the -
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SCr ew—threaded hole of the loop-holdmg mem- _-
- ber; aspring seated on the spring-seat.in the

tube, a bolt passing through the hole in the

end of the tube and prowded at one end with

a head to compress the spring and at the other
end with a serew serewed into the said screw-

threaded hole; a ferrule fastened to the tube

and provided with an end opening and with
catches; and a loop-key provided with two
spring catch-limbs to enter the ferrule and en-
gage with the catches.

2. An overcheck safety device comprlsmg
a loop-holding member;

- econnecting such member to the checkrein,
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said member being provided with two perfo-—

‘rated projecting ears; an I-plate having its |
"body perforated to correspond with the per-
forationsof the earsand havingits side pieces | -

arranged toclose thespaces between the edges.

of the ears; aloop with ends on opposite sides |

- of the body of the I-plate and seated between

means fordetachably !

T

|

1

the ears; and a rivet through the Ioop and

through ‘the ears and the body of the I-plate.

3. The combination of the body of an over-
check safety device provided in one end with
a socket with internal catches; and an at-

‘taching device provided with two resilient
‘limbs with waving sides, the wave-lines being K
less abrupt on the sides of the waves toward

.30

the free ends of the limbs than on the outer

25

sides of the waves, whereby the limbs insert
‘into the catches Wlth greater ease than they

- withdraw,

In testimony whereof T have swned my
name to this %peclﬁcaﬁlon in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses, at Los Angeles,
Ca.hfmnm, this 12th day of December, "1899.

bHARLES CASTERA JRI |
Wltnesses ' o
JAMES R. 'TOWNSEND,

Francis M. TOWNSEND.
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