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To all whom it may concern: *

Beit known thatI, EMILIE H. CHRISTENSEN
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at New
York, in the county of New York and State
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Shoes, of which the
following 1s a full, ¢clear, a,nd exact specifica-
tion. :
My invention relates to 1n:1p1 ovements in
shoes and the like, and more particularly to

uppers therefor provided'with a folding

tongue-piece so arranged that the foot is at
all times protected, the said tongue-piece at
all times elosinn' the usual opening in the
upper.

My OU]ect is to so construct the tongue-
piece and arrange the same on the upper that

the tongue-piece can be readily and easily

bustoned to the upper, while the parts will
lie neatly and smoothly, givinfr the shoe a
finished appearance and causing no discom-

fort to the wearer.

To these ends and also to 1mprove gener-
ally upon devices of the nature indicated my
invention consists in the various matters
hereinafter described and claimed..

In the accompanying drawings, Figu_re lis

a perspective view of a shoe constructed In
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accordance with the present invention; and
Fig. 2is a fragmentary plan view showing the
relation between the upper and the tongue-
piece.

Referring now more partleularly ’m the
drawings, 1 indicates the upper of a shoe or
the like, having the usual opening 2 therein,
and 3 is the tongue-piece. -

This tongue-piece eomprlses rear ﬂaps 8 |

which are secured upon the inner side of the
upperat the sides of the opening 2,each of said
flaps extendlnﬂ' inwardly—. e., toward the
center of the said opening 2—t0 a point about
midway of said opening. To the contiguous

edges of said rear flaps are connected Inter-
mediate flaps 9, each .of said intermediate
flaps extending oul,w.;trdly from the edges at
which they are connected to the rear flap.
A front piece,which is preferably consiructed
of the two parts 5, joined together at the seam
10, is secured to the upper, as at 4, said front
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piece lying entirely outside of the dpper 4nd
having the outer edges of "'the 1ntermediate
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flaps seeured toit at a line within its edges—

7. e., each intermediate flap is connected to

the front piece at a line some distance back

from the edge of the front piece. The effect

of this eonstructwn is to produce a shoe of -
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the well-known type in which the usual open-

1ng in the upper is closed by an extensible
front piece which permits the upper to be
fully spread to receive the foot of the wearer,

but protects the foot from sand, water, &c.
In order to fasten the tongue-piece in place
and to give the shoe a neat finished appear-
ance, buttons 6 are provided upon the upper
at each side of the opening 2, and buttonholes
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7 to receive said buftons are formed in the
front piece, said buttonholes being located

between the edges of the front piece and the

lines at which the intermediate flaps are se-

cured to said front piece. Thisstructure pre-
sents only one thickness through which to

o

pass the buttons, thus making it easy to but-

‘ton the front piece in place and at the same
time avoiding the appearance of undue bulki-
When the tongue-piece is thus but-

ness.
toned in place, the parts lie smoothly and
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compactly folded upon the lines at which =

they are secured to each other, whereby the

shoe presents a neat and finished appearance

and no discomfort is caused the wearer,
The present device is cheaply and simply
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construeted, is efficient in proteeting the foot

from sand, water, &e., produces a neat arti--
cle, and enables the tongue-piece to be easily.
secured in its closed position, the tongue-
piece itself and the buttons upon the upper.
fastening the shoe. |

H&Vlnﬂ‘ thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent 18—

‘The eombmatwn w1th the upper of a shoe N

or the like having an opening therein, of a

tongue-piece comprising rear flaps secured to

the upper at the sides of said -opening and
extending inwardly, intermediate flaps con-

nected to the contiguous edges of said rear

flaps and extending outwardly, and a front
‘piece having the .said__intermedia,te ,ﬂa,ps at-
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tached thereto at a line within the edges of | In testimony whereof I affix my signature
said front piece, said front piece being pro- | in presence of two witnesses.
vided with buttonholes at its sides between _ -
the edges and the lines at which 1t 1s secured ~ EMILIE H. CHRISTENSEN.
5 to the intermediate faps, and buttons upon | Witnesses: |
the upper adapted to enter said buttonholes; GEO. W. HESS,

substantially as described. | K. H. TUOCKER.
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