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To all whom 1t may CONCET T | )

‘Be it known that I, Louis HoweJ OHNSON,

a citizen of the Uhnited States, residing at -
vene, in the county of Lane and State of Ore-

5 gor, have invented certain new and useful
| Imnmvement% in Trial or Daily Balance

Sheets; and I do hereby declare the follow- | |
class should possess, among other character- -
“istics, the following, to w1t

ing o be 2 full, clear, and exact description

of bhe in ventlen, bueh as will enable others

1o skilled in the art to which it apperta,lne to-
make and use the same. =

My invention relates to mecme for faJelh-L

tating the taking of trial or ddlly balances

from sets of books used in keeping the ac- H;
‘counts are So-numerous as to require more

15 counts of banks, manufactories, mercantile
establishments, or other business ¢oncerns.
At the present.aey 1t 18 almost the univer-
q.ftl custom forlarge business concerns to take
& dally balance fmd to take trial balances

20 from their books. at short intervals, and

~where no devices other than the usual ledﬂ'er
“balance may be changed,as before mentioned,
‘withoutaltering or inter tetm o-with any ether
“balance; third,
often should be of durable eonetmcbten and
of handy form; fourth,
‘and other operatwe parbs should be remov- -
‘able and interchangeable, so that any single

“and balance-sheets are used so much ldbOI'_.
is involved in taking such balances as to
make it a very onerous and expensive task.
On acceount of this fact many devices have
been invented and patented for facilitating
this work and much time, money, and in-
‘genuity expended in the omgm&tlon and de-

| .

velopment of such devices, clearly indicating |
j lutelfermg with any of the rest.

30 the .value of a cheap, dumble and efﬁ.elent

: demee of this class. |
" The object of my mventlen is to produce
a device of this class whieh shall be durable,

. economical in construction and in the ldbOI'
35 required to operate it, and of the handiest
| possible form.

. view to this end I have duly considered
many prior constructions, all possessing more |
or less merit, among whleh may be mentioned

- 40

~ - erasure and alteration of one or more 1ndi-
vidual balances and the consequent erasure
and alteration of the totals without interfer-
Ing in any way with those individual bal-
ances which may not have been changed since |
the last trial or daily balance was taken.
This saves the labor of ecopying the whole
prior balance-sheet, and inasmuch as a very

bookkeepen is employed,

In experlmentmﬂ' with a |

’speelﬁe points of novelty Darbleulerlv set
forth in the appended claims. |

trial- balance sheets prepared for the easy |

small proportion of the individual balances |

are changed daily amounts to the saving of

50
a very lar ge proportion of the work and the |

main ob,]eet of all previous effmts in thls

line seems to have been the production of the

best possible means for dGGOII]pllbhan‘ this
economical result.

As a result of my expemments fm hhe per-. ~ .

fection of my invention I have come to the

conclusion that a complete device of this’ L

'irst, the de- 6e
vice should be entirely sepam,te fmrn and
independent of the ledger, so as to permit
balances being taken WIthout unnecessary

handling of heavy ledgers, which will be of

especial value i in large concerns where the ac- 65

than one ledger and where more than one ~
in the latter in-
stance a special advantage bemﬂ' that one.

‘may work on the ledger wh11e a,nother is at 70
| work on the balanees second,

there ‘should
be provision made whereby any 1:1(]1V1dua1

the device being handled 75

‘the. balance sheet

one may be renewed when req un_*ed wwheut 8o -

With the before-mentioned ob]eets in view '

‘my invention consists in animproved device -
or apparatus for faclhta,tmﬂ' the taking of
trial or daily balances from the books of bllbl- 8 5
‘ness concerns, :

the construction, arrange-
ment, and combination of the p.-zwts of which _
will be fully described hereinafter and the

9o
In the accompanying dramno-s qum 1 S

representsa a top or face view of -a dewee con- |

structed in accordance with my invention.

i Fig. 2 represents a transverse sectional view;

and HFig. 3 represents a perspective view of 95
the demee tarned over to the left to 8xXpose
the opposite face from that shown in Fig. 1, .

.one of the transparent sheets herema,fter de-—
seribed being partially drawn out. |

Where the same parts appear in more than 100

one figure they are mdmabed by Lhe same
numemls |
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In the embodiment of my invention T pro-

vide a main body or sheet 1, of cardboard or

other analogous material, upon which are
placed sheets 2 3 on one or both sides, said
sheets being ruled as though intended for

trial-balance sheets, the sheet -2 being hori-
zontally ruled to receive the nanies and pages

of the several accounts; the lines being spaced
by 4 single vertical line near the right-hand
side of the sheet, and the sheet 3 ruled hori-
zontally and vertically to receive the figures
denoting the balances of the several aceounts
and the total of all the balances on the sheet.
The main body or sheet 1 is thickened along
its top and side edges and down its central
portion, as at 4*, on one or both faces, and a
frame of cardboard or analogons material se-
cured upon such thickened portions, the side

pleces 4 and the upper end piece 4" of said

frame projecting inwardly beyond the edges

- of the thickened portions of the body 1, upon
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which said side and end pieces rest, and the
central piece 5, which divides the frame into
two compartments, projecting on each side

“beyond both side edges of the central thick-

ened portion of the body 1, upon which 1t
rests. By virtue of this construction slide-
ways are formed at the sides of sheets 2 and
3, with opernings at their lower edges, where-

by transparent sheets 6 and 6* may be in-

serted or removed, said transparent sheets
when inserted covering the sheets 2 and 3,
respectively, in which position the ruling of
sheets 2 and 3 will show through the trans-
parent sheets 6 and 6%, so that entries may
be made on said transparent sheets with the
ruling of sheets 2 and 3 as guides- therefor,

and the entries being capable of easy erasure |

as many as necessary may be erased each day
and new entries made and the totals changed
without in any wise interfering with the en-
tries in which no change in the balance has
been made during the day.

"On the upper end piece 4° of the frame are

placed the proper headings of the sheets 2
and 3, such beadings being preferably perma-
nent and in this instance consisting of the
words, ‘“Trial or daily balance,” ¢ Names,”
‘“ Ledger page,” ¢ Debit balance,” and
““ Credit halance.” | |
The transparent sheets are freely remov-
able through spaces 7, where either may be
removed and another inserted whenever nec-
essary, thereby permitting of the renewal of
single sheels without the necessity of renew-
ing others not so much worn or soiled.
The changes on the transparent sheet 6
would be less frequent than those on the
transparent sheet 6%, and by employing two

comparatively-narrow transparent sheets in-

stead of one wide one quite a saving of mate-
rial is secured. My improved device, which,
as a whole, I denominate a ‘¢ trial or daily bal-

- ance sheet,” is not intended to be bound with

the ledger, but is intended to be separate
therefrom and used singly or a number of

them bound into a trial or daily balanee book. |

: : \
- Witnesses:

| The names will be arranged in alphabetical

order, a certain number of entries to a page,
to facilitate handling accounts. Another im-
portant feature of my irivention is construct-
ing the frame the same on both faces of the

central body portion or sheet 1 and providin % |

duplicate name, ledger-page, debit and credi

sheets 2 and 3, so that both faces of sheet 1
can be employed, thus doubling the capacity
of the device. Asa meansof binding my im-
proved trial or daily balance sheets into a trial
or daily balanee book they are provided with
extensions 8, whicli are connected by a suit-

‘able flexible hinge 9, as clearly shown in the
drawings,

and may be secured together either

70

75

3¢

temporarily or perinanently;leaving each leaf:

sheet free to be moved as the leaf of a book.

By constituting the trial or daily balance
sheet independent of the ledger, so that it can
be entirely removed therefrom, a great ad-
vantage is secured over trial balances which
are bound into the ledger, for the reason.that
it enables a teller in a bank or a second book-
keeper to use the sheet at the same time the
bookkeeper is working on the ledger, which

the ledger. ‘ -
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— | o |
1. As a new article of manufacture, a trial
or balance sheet comprising a main body or

-

sheet 1, separate sheets mounted thereon

could not be done if the sheet was bound in

95
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properly ruled to receive the names, ledger-

pages and debit and credit balances, a skele-
ton frame secured to the face of the sheet 1
with slideways along the edge of each sepa-

rate sheet, and transparent sheets arranged

in said slideways and covering said ruled

sheets, the skeleton frame being provided

with suitable permanent headings for the
' ruled sheets, substantially as desceribed..

2. As an improved article of manufacture,

a trial or balance sheet comprising a main
‘body or sheet 1, thickened along its upper
and side edges and longitudinally through its
center, separate sheets mounted thereon,

properly ruled to receive the names, ledger-

‘pages, and debit and credit balances, said
| sheets being mounted between the edge and

105
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longitudinal centrally-thickened portions of

In testimony whereof 1 hereunto afﬁx"mjr

signature in presence of two witnesses.

LOUIS HOWE JOHNSON.

W. W. BROWN,
W. BROWN.

-----

‘said sheet 1, a skeleton frame secured upon
the thickened portions of the sheet 1 and pro-
jeeting slightly over said separate sheets,
forming slideways along the edge of each sep-
| arate sheet, and transparent sheets arranged
in said slideways and covering said ruled
sheets, the skeleton frame being provided
‘with suitable permanent headings for the
‘ruled sheets, substantially as described.
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