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To caZZ whom zzﬁ may conoerro IR
~ Beit known thatT, WILLIAMW SEWIPL :3,

a

citizen of the Umted States, residing at Pen-
dleton, in the county of Unmmlla, and State of

Oregon, have invented anewand nseful Snap-
Hook of which the followingisa specification.
This invention relates to snap-hooks

vice of this character which is especially

> adapted for use upon harness. and for con-

necting the driving-reins with the bit or the

to provide a compar atlvely flat device ha,vmfr
no projections to cateh in the harness; also

to provide means for detachable application
toa strap, so that the latter may rest flat upon

~ the device, and finally to arrange the tongue
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of the hock in sneh relation to the means for
connecting it to a strap that the operation of
the tongue to release the hook tendsto prevent. |

accidental detachment from the strap. |
- Totheseendsthe present invention consists

in the combination and arrangement of parts,
|'wardly into the inclined portion of the plate
and are then formed into a hook or bill 11,
‘the extremity of which is located upon one

side of the demce and opposwe the plvoted or
80 -

as will be hereinafter more fully described,
shownin theaccompanyingdrawings,and par-

ticularly pointed out in theappended claims,

it being understood that'changes in the form,
proportion, size, and minor details may be
made within the scope of theappended claims
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing any of the advantages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

-view of a snap-hook constructed in accordance
Hig, 2.1s a lon-
Fig. 3isa

with the present invention. |
gitudinal sectional view thereof.

top plan view of the snap-hook. |
- Corresponding parts in the several figures

of thedrawings are designated by like eha,me-
ters of reference.

Referring tothe accompanying drawings, it
will be seen that the body of the snap-hook
comprises a substantially-flat plate 1, having
‘the opposite longitudinal flanges 2 extendmn' |
the entire length of the pla,t:e and forming a
-Substanmally reemnguhr box for the recep-—

tion of a strap 3.

To lock the sbra,p to the snap- kook I have

provided a tongue in the form of a fat plate

4, which fits eablly between the flanges 2 and

has its outer end pivoted to the outel Or rear
ends of the flanges and near the upper edges

It is furtherniore deswued |

I

| , and |
has for its object to provide an lmDroved de-

freefrom projections.

1 11}1% e

into the bill 11.

upon 1135 inner fa,ce with a lu o or e.pm' 6 whlch
is designed to pass through the perfor a,t.l(m 7;-

an opening 8,formed inthe plate 1.

com monly formed in shmps and also to enter 55
By refer- .
‘ence to Fig. 9it will be seen that in thelocked =~
‘position of the pivoted plate 4 the latter rests -~ =

upon the top of the strap and is also Hush |

with the outer edges of the flanges 2 1ehereby

the rear portion of the snap- ‘hook is’ entirely . -
TFarthermore, the pull -~

‘upon the strap 3 comes. upon the 1110' or spur
6, and as the latter projects from the inner
‘face of the plate 4 such pull or strain tends 65
“to bind the plate more firmly upon thestrap, -
‘and as thespurenters the opening in the plate . =
fectually braced thereby,so as tore- .. -
lieve the strain from the pivotal or hinged -
connection of the st.mp encramnw pla,te or

70
tongue 4. o

- The for w;lid portmn q of the p]ate 1 ls in- |

elmed laterally and forwardly upon the piv-

oted- plate side of the snap: -hook, aHd the for-

ward portions 10 of the flanges 2 converge for-

hinged plate 4.

Located between the converﬂ'ent portion of
the flanges is a tongue 12, which is provided

. with a plvot 13, the oppomte ends of which
“have a bearing in the flanges 2 and near the

inner ends of bhe conver n'ent portion thereof.
As illustrated in Fig. 2, “it will be seen that

rwht—a,ngle triangle and projects through a

slot 14, formed Iongltudlna,lly of the inclined

portlon 9 of the body of the snap-hook, so as
to substantially elose the entrance-opening

maintain the tongue in its closed position,

By reference to Fw* 3 it will be seen that the

upper or outer portion -of the tongue substan-
tially fills the space between the convergent
portions of the flanges 2, and the compara-

the tongue is in- the form of a substantially o

90

The tongue is normally held
in its closed position by means of a leaf-spring -

15, having one end engaging the innerside of
‘the plate 1 and its opposite end fitted into a
notch 16, formed in the under side of the
tongue and in advance of the pivotal axis =
'_thereof 30 as to norma,lly bear downward and

oc

ICO

thereof, as 1ndlcated at 5, and also prowded h twely broed rear pOI'tIO[l 17, formmo‘ an op- '
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erating thumb- pleee is located in advance of

“and ad]acent to the inner free end of the piv-
oted orhinged plate 4, so that when the thumb-

plece 18 de}_:n essed the thumb or finger of the

operatorisdirectlyoverand also bears against

the free end of the plate 4 and eﬁeetually |
prevents the latter from being ‘accidentally
disengaged from the strap during the opera-
tion of the thumb-piece. It will also be noted
that the outer face of the tongue is snbstan-
tially flush with the conver crent portions of

the flanges 2, and therefore does not project |
- | war dly and provided with alongitudinal slot,

t a bill provided at the for ward extremity of

sui‘_ﬁciently t0 be accidentally operated by en

- gagement with any portion of the harness.
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The shape of the spring 15 is immaterial, as
it inay be straight instead of bowed; but 1t
should- be connected at its forward end to the
tongue 12 only, while its rear end is freely
‘slidable upon the plate 1 and is designed to

ride forwardly upon the forwardly- mclmed

end 9 of the plate 1 when the thumb-piece 17
is pressed, thereby exerting an inward ten-
sion upon the forward end of the tongue to

close the latter after- the th umb -plece has been
released.
What I elaim is—-

1. In a snap-hook, a'body havmg a b111 atl

one end and disposed upon one’side thereof,

a spring-actuated tongue, codperating with
the bill, and disposed longitudinally of the

body, and a strap-engaging tongue pivoted to

‘the opposite end and upon the opposite side
of the body, alined longitudinally with the
spring-actuated tongue, and having its free |

end located adjacent to the latter tongue.
2. Inasnap-hook, asubstantially-flat body,
having opposite longitudinal flanges extend-

|
1

l

| ing the entire length thereof, a b111 located
‘at one end of the body, and a flat plate piv-

oted to the opposite end of the body and lo-

cated between the flanges, and provided upon
its inner side with a strap-engaging lug or

spur, and a spring-actuated tonﬂrue also piv-

the bill, and having an operating thumb-piece
arranged in advance of and adjacent to the
free end of the pivoted plate.

3. Inasnap-hook, a'substantially- ﬂatplate b
havmﬂ' one end mchned laterally and for-

‘the inclined end, longitudinal flanges located

40

| oted between the flanges, codperating with
45

at opposite edwes of the plate, extending the

entire length thereof and having their f1 ont
portions converged into -the bl“

plate to eooperate with the blll and provided
with an operating thumb-piece, and a flat

| platelocated between and pivoted to the outer
ends of the flanges and near the upper sides
thereof, foldable inward between the flanges,

and having a lug or spur provided upon its

| inner face, the free end of the pivotal plate be-
| ing located (Ld;]acent to the opemtmn‘ thumb-—

picce of the tongue.

In testimony that I claim the fmefromg as
‘myown I have hereto affixed my signature in

the presenee of two witnesses.
WILLIAM W SEMPILE.

‘Witnesses:
WM. P. LATHROP,
C. C. BERKELEY.

a tongue

‘mounted between the convergent pmtlons of
| the flanges, projecting through the slot in the
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