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Unrrep States PaTent Ormcs

FRANOIS C. MEAGHER OF ORLANDO ()KLAHOMA TERRITORY o

HEN S NEST

SPEOIFICATION fermmg' pa.rt of Letters Pa,tent No. 658 112 da.ted. September 18 1900
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To a,ZZ whom at m@y concern: - .
Be it known that I, Francis C. MEAGHER

P-a, citizen of the Umted States, residing at 01-_
lando, in the county of Logan and Territory

of Oklahoma have mvented 2 new and use-
ful Hen’s Neet of Whlch the followmﬂ' 18 a

- specification.

L5

- My invention rela,tes Lo 1mp10vemente in -
hen-nests of that type which is characterized

by a closed nest-box provided with a some-

what-constricted passage controlled by a tilt-

- ing platform which permits the hen to pass
. freely to and from the nest-and protects her

from intrusion while setting.
vices of this type with which T am - familiar

- the tilting plabferm is so arranged with re-
lation to the opening or deorwa,y into the
- nest-box that the hen can gain access to the.

.20

form to et

In those de-

nest through the door mthout tilting the plat-:
ect the closure of the passage

~against intrusion, and no provision has been.

3cC
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made for preventmﬂ' hens from nesting under
the front end of the. platform, and thereby
“imprisoning the setting hen, or for prevent-

25

ing chicks from getting under the platform
and getting cerushed as the platformn 18 tilted
by the hen passing from the nest.

One obJect of my invention is to construct
the device in a4 manner to cause the inner

end of the tilting platform to effect the clo-
sure of the opening or doorway into the nest-

box when the hen is off the nest and to ne- |
12, journaled in the walls 8 and 9, a.counter-

‘balanced tilting platform 13, longltudmdlly 2
-and bmnsvelse]y coextensive with the longi-

cessitate the tilting of the platform by the

hen in order to gain -access to the nest-box,

and thereby insuring the closure of the.onter
end of the passage-way and the protection of
the hen against mtruemn when she is on the
- nest.

A further object.of the in ventlon is to close
the opening into the passage-way below the
tilsing platform by a flexible guard-curtain

prisonment of the hen in the manner de-

To the accomplishment of these several
objects the invention econsists in the construe-

illustrated in the accompanying
dl&WIDUS and eueun(.,t.ly deﬁned in the ap-
pende(l elmms . |

Figure 1is a perepectwe view of my hen’s
nest eemplete Fig. 2 is a horizontal sec-

tional view thereof; and Fig. 3 is a vertical

which precludes the possibility of the 1m-

‘seribed and the possible injury to the chicks.
45

lontrlmdma,l eeetlmml view, t.he tlltlnﬁ' pla.t-**'“'
form. being shown 1 dotted lmes in: pOblblfJIl
to close the front end of: the pdes&ge way—. .
as, for instance, when the nest is:occupied—
and being shown in full lines'in position to - -
close the door into the: nest-box—as, fel in-
| --etance, when the nest is nunoccupied.

55 e

Referring to the numerals.of referenee, 1 C

indicates a nest-box; prefembly of substan- = -
‘tially- rectangular form prowded with a
hinged.cover 2 an opening or doorway 3 at ¢
one side of its flonb end and .a series of hori- 65 =
;-zontdl opemnu'e 4 in its side walls 5 and 6
and in its front end at one side of .the door-
way to provide lwht and veutilation and to -
‘permit the hen to view the eggs within the .-
‘| nest-box. -
extended a comparatively -narrow paseaﬂ'e—_*;*--;
‘| way 7, defined by side walls 8 and 9, (the - .
wall 8 being an extension of the wall 6 of the
nest-box,) and the transverse top and bottom

slats 10 and 11, only two bottom slats 11 be-.
| ?_mgprefemblyprowded and-located,as shown,
at opposite ends of the passage- way. "The
‘wall 9 of the passage-way 7 is located at one
edge of the doorway 3 and extends approxi- -

jmately from the vertical center of the front
‘wall of the nest-box, so that the doorway,
‘'while being located a,d]a,eent to one side of
.the nest- box is presented directly across the
‘end of the passage-way 7. Within the pas-

‘From the front of the nest- box is

sageway istiltably mounteduponar ock-shaft

‘tudinal and transverse dimensions of the pas-.
‘sage-way, the axis of the roeck-shaft 12 being |
1 located substantially in the horizontal plane T
‘of the lower edge of the doorway 3 and mid-
way between the ends of the passage-way,so
‘that as the front end of the tilting platform
18 depressed to the position indicated in dot-
ted lines in Fig. 3 by the passage of the hen -
‘the inner end of the platform will be elevated
| sufficiently to prevent the hen from return-
.ing to the nest-box without depressing thein- -
tion and arrangement hereinafter fully de- |'ner end of the platform to cause the outer
- seribed,

75
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95

effecting the closure of ‘the outer end of the

_passage-way, and thereby preventing other
hens from gaining access to the neet-box -
‘The transverse sldte or rails 11 constitute
‘stops which limit the depression of the op-

o5

:me -
“end thereof to be elevated for the purpose of
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posﬂse ends of the platform when it has been
tilted to the positions shown in Fig. 3.

The device as thus far de&.cnbed eompre-
hends a complete embodiment of my inven-

tion in its broadest aspect, since one of the |

essential features of the invention is that ar-
rangement of the tilting platform with re-

spect to the doorway which causes the inner

end of the platform when elevated to ob-
struct the doorway in order to compel the

tilting of the platform before the hen can
I prefer, however,

pPass mto the nest-box.
to develop the invention still further by pro-
viding a flexible guard-curtain 14, designed

to close the outer end of the passage-way 7 |

when the outer end of the platform is ele-
vated, the purpose of this curtain being to

 prevent hens from setting under the elevated

20

end of the platform, and thereby lmprisoning
the hen in the nest- box and to prevent chicks
from getting under the platform and being
inj ared by the tilting of the platform when
the setting hen leaves the nest-box. The cur-

tain 14 is therefore coextensive with- that
25

space defined by the outer rail 11and the op-

- posed transverseslat10and between the outer

30
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40

ends of the side walls 8 and 9 of the passage-
way, the curtain being of some flexible mate-
rial and secured .ﬂ,lonﬂ' 1ts upper and lower

edges to the rail 11 and the under side of the
platfm m 13 at its outer end, the edges of the

curtain being disposed outwardly in order to

-cause the smd curtain to fold under the plat-
15 1n- |

form when the curtain is depressed.
dicates a block supporting the outer mil 11
and extending slightly therebeyond to form
a step to faclhtate the entrance of the hen to
the passage-way.

In use the operation of my device is as fol-
lows: The bottom of the nest-box 1 is cov-
ered with suitable nesting—as, for instance,
straw-—and for the first few days the hen is

- placed in the box by raising the cover 2; but

15

50

after she has identified the nest as her own

this will not be necessary, as she will see the.

eggs through the openings 4 and will follow
around the sides of the nest until she finds

the entrance to the passage-way 7. Passing

up the tilting platform beyond which she can
see the upper portion of the doorway said

- platform will be tilted to lower the inner end

from its obstructing position, permitting the

535
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hen to pass into the nest-box but elevating
the outer end of the platform to close the
passage - way against the entrance of other
hens, and ther eby protecting the setting hen
against intrusion, the elevation of the outer

end of the platform serving to present the

flexible guard-curtain 14 across the entrance
for the purpose stated. When thehen leaves
the nest-box, the preponderance of weight
upon the outer end of the platform will 131113
1t to its initial position, as shown 1n dotted
lines in Fig. 3.

From the foregoing it Wlll be observed that
I have produced a simple and inexpensive

hen’s nest, which will effectually protect the I -

2 . . 658,112

' hen against intrusion, to whleh it will be im-
poe‘slble for the hen to gain access without

effectually elosing the passage-way,and which
is so constructed as to make 1t impossible for
the setting hen to be iinprisoned or chicks to

be injured by the movement of the platform;
but while the present embodiment of my 111-—_.

vention appears at this time to be pr eferable,
I do not desire to limit myself to the struc-

theright to effeﬁbsueh changes, modifications,

and variations as may fall properly w113hm the '

scope of the protection prayed.
What I claim is— |
1. A hen’s nest compmqmﬂ' a nest- box: hav-

ing a doorway, a passage-way extending from

the nest-box, and a tilting platform 1ocated
within the passage-way with its inner end lo-

cated obstructively before the doorway into

the nest-box in one position of said platform

1o compel the tilting of said platfor. m in ordel-

to gain access to t.he nest-box.-

2 A hen’s nest comprising a nest- box, a
~comparatively-narrow passage-way extending
from the nest-box, said box being pmvided'
with a doorway disposed across the end of the
‘passage-way, and a tilting platform within

the passage-way and having its axis of move-

ment substantially in the horizontal plane of
the lower edge of the doorway to present the

innerend of the platform obstructively before
the door to campel the tilting of the platform
in order to gain access to the nest-box.

3. A ben’s nest comprising a nest- box hav-

ing a doorway formed in the Tront wall there- |

of adjacent to one side of the box, a narrow
passage-way extending from the front of the
box with the doorway of the latter presented
across its end, a tilting platform within the
passage-way with its inner end disposed ob-
structively before the doorway, and a guard
for protecting the space below the 0111361 end
of the platfmm |

4. A hen’s nest comprising a nest- box hav-

‘ing a doorway, the passage-way leading to the

doorway,atilting platform within the passage-
way, and a flexible guard-curtain secured at
its opposite ends to the outer end of the plat-
form and to the bottom of the passage-way to
completelyclose the space within the passage-
way below the elevated outer end of the tilt-
ing platform.

5. A hen’s nest comprising a nest-box hav-
ing a doorway, a passage-way extending from
the nest-box, a tilting platform located within

the passage-way, and a guard located below

the outer end of the platform to completely
close the entrance to the passage-way under

| the elevated outer end of the platform.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

FRANCIS C. MEAGHER.

Witnesses: -
WILLIAM W HALLER . .
WINFIELD S. HOOVER
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tural details defined, but reserve to myself
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